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1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Nevada State Purchasing Division, on behalf of the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP), 
Bureau of Corrective Actions, solicited proposals from interested archaeological consultants and educational 
institutions capable of performing historic Comstock Mill Site identifications and evaluations.  The selected 
entity was contracted to perform historic data review, information compilation and cultural resource 
inventory and evaluation of historic Comstock mill site locations at a level sufficient to satisfy the data 
requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA).  Broadbent and Associates, 
Inc. (Broadbent) was the recipient of this contract for the Comstock Archaeological Mill Site Surveys 
(CAMSS). 
 
The mill site locations were located on private land as well as land administered by the Nevada Department 
of Transportation (NDOT) and the Bureau of Land Management, Carson City District, Sierra Front Field 
Office, Carson City, Nevada (BLM).  
 
NDEP identified a list of 236 suspected mill locations with approximate (not field verified) coordinate 
locations. The accuracy of some locations and location of others was unknown, and thus the main purpose 
of the project was to determine the location of these mill site locations so as to create and allow the 
production of an accurate GIS point layer of all Comstock Mill Sites. Subsurface testing was excluded from 
this project.  
 
The NDEP encouraged proposals from institutions that established a cooperative relationship with an 
educational institution so as to provide learning opportunities along with staffing field and office crews. 
Broadbent established this relationship with an archaeological team from the University of Nevada, Reno.  
 
Elements of the agreed upon scope of work include 
 

• Conduct a records and literature search 
• Identify Comstock mill locations based on research 
• Conduct a pedestrian survey and identification of cultural resources at identified mill sites at a Class 

III standard 
• Record all identified resources on appropriate forms and maps 
• Prepare digital maps to import into an ESRI ArcGIS file geodatabase 
• Conduct repeat photography where possible with GPS coordinated tags 
• Evaluate National Register eligibility for mill sites to the extent possible without subsurface testing 
• Prepare a technical report documenting the results of the work 

 
The primary goal of this project was to verify the location of the mill sites in the Washoe Basin, along the 
Carson River, in and around the towns of Dayton, Silver City, Gold Hill and Virginia City, as well as in Six Mile, 
Seven Mile, and Daney Canyons. Both archaeological and architectural resources were present in the study 
area and were recorded on ARA or on IMACS forms accordingly.  
 
As discussed with and approved by the BLM and State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), our survey 
identified the mill structures, or their archaeological remains, and all associated features at a Class III 
Inventory Standard. Since, at the time, there was no proposed action beyond the identification, recordation, 
and assessment of the mill site locations, the mill location points were considered as a “study area,” and 
there was no assessment of effect at this time. Our survey extended beyond the mill points by 30 m (98 ft) 
to ensure that all associated artifacts and features are found and recorded. The survey crew noted 
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prehistoric and other non-mill, historic sites and features found within this perimeter, but did not attempt to 
evaluate these sites for National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) eligibility at this time. 
 
Prior to Broadbent’s receipt of the contract, NDEP attempted to establish the location and ownership of 
each of the 236 mill site locations and to obtain permission for property access from the landowner. After 
we received the contract, we made numerous follow-up attempts to contact landowners for access 
permission. We received permission to access 172 of the total 236 site locations (Table 1). The BLM 
administers 30 of the 236 suspected mill site locations. We surveyed 172 of these suspected site locations, 
including all 30 BLM datapoints. No mill remains were identified at 103 of the locations. Of these, 66 were 
recommended eligible for the NRHP, 100 were recommended ineligible, and 70 remain unevaluated, as 
access to these properties was not obtained. 
 
 
 



 
 
Table 1: NDEP Suspected Mill Points and Survey Results 

  
 

Mill 
Number Mill Name County 

Township 
North 

Range 
East Section 

USGS 7.5' Map 
Reference 

Land 
Owner 

NRHP 
Recommend 

Survey 
Status 

1 Mexican Mill  Storey 15 20 11 New Empire, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 
2 Mead Mill  Lyon 15 20 11 New Empire, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated Surveyed 

3 Morgan Mill  Storey 15 20 11 New Empire, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

4 Brunswick Mill  
Carson 
City 15 20 12 New Empire, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

5 Merrimac Mill  Lyon 15 21 7 New Empire, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

6 Copper Canyon Mill  
Carson 
City 15 21 7 New Empire, NV 1983 BLM Unevaluated Surveyed 

7 Vivian Mill  
Carson 
City 15 21 7 New Empire, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

8 Santiago Mill  Storey 15 21 7 New Empire, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

9 Eureka Mill  Lyon 15 21 4 New Empire, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

10 San Francisco Mill  Storey 15 21 4 New Empire, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

11 
Atlantic Mill  Carson 
River Storey 16 21 34 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 

No 
Access 

12 Franklin Mill  Lyon 16 21 34 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

13 Island Mill  Lyon 16 21 34 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

14 
Ophir Mill  Carson 
River Lyon 16 21 27 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 

No 
Access 

15 Barton & Co Mill  Lyon 16 21 27 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

16 Sprouls Mill  
Carson 
City 16 21 26 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

17 Woodworth Mill  Lyon 16 21 26 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
18 Daney Mill  Lyon 16 21 28 New Empire, NV 1983 BLM Eligible Surveyed 
19 Dana Mill  Lyon 16 21 21 New Empire, NV 1983 BLM Ineligible Surveyed 
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Mill 
Number Mill Name County 

Township 
North 

Range 
East Section 

USGS 7.5' Map 
Reference 

Land 
Owner 

NRHP 
Recommend 

Survey 
Status 

20 Spring Valley Mill  Storey 16 21 21 New Empire, NV 1983 BLM Ineligible Surveyed 
21 Winters Mill  Lyon 16 21 23 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
22 Logan & Holmes Mill  Lyon 16 21 23 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

23 
Kustel and Winters 
Mill  Lyon 16 21 23 Dayton, NV 1983 State Ineligible Surveyed 

24 Frenchs Mill  Dayton Lyon 16 21 23 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

25 Aurora Mill  Lyon 16 21 23 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

26 Birdsall Mill  Lyon 16 21 23 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

27 Lyon Mill  Lyon 16 21 23 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
28 Sweet Apple Mill  Storey 16 21 23 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
29 Keller and Co Mill  Lyon 16 21 23 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

30 Hunts Mill  Lyon 16 21 23 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

31 
Solomon and Davis 
Mill  Lyon 16 21 23 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

32 Sutro Mill  Lyon 16 21 23 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 
33 Davis Cyanide Mill Lyon 16 21 23 Dayton, NV 1983 County Eligible Surveyed 

34 Gammons Mill  Lyon 16 21 23 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

35 Mineral Rapids Mill  Storey 16 21 23 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

36 Illinois Mill  Lyon 16 21 23 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
37 Rocky Point Mill  Storey 16 21 14 Dayton, NV 1983 State Eligible Surveyed 

38 
Freeborn and 
Sheldon Mill  Lyon 16 21 14 Dayton, NV 1983 State Eligible Surveyed 

39 
Succor Mill  Carson 
River Storey 16 21 14 

Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

40 Gautier Mill  Lyon 16 21 13 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 
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Mill 
Number Mill Name County 

Township 
North 

Range 
East Section 

USGS 7.5' Map 
Reference 

Land 
Owner 

NRHP 
Recommend 

Survey 
Status 

41 
Frothingham & Co 
Mill  Lyon 16 22 7 

Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Unevaluated 

No 
Access 

42 Desert Tailings Mill  Lyon 16 22 7 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Unevaluated 

No 
Access 

43 
Carson Valley 
Tailings Mill  Lyon 16 22 5 

Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

44 Osgood Mill  Washoe 16 21 23 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

45 
Metallurgical Works 
Mill  Storey 16 21 22 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

46 Golden Eagle Mill  Lyon 16 21 22 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

47 Barrys Mill  Storey 16 21 22 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

48 Kenny Mill  Lyon 16 21 22 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

49 Van Horns Mill  Lyon 16 21 22 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
50 McDonald Mill  Lyon 16 21 22 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
51 Weston & Co Mill  Lyon 16 21 22 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
52 Cole Mill  Lyon 16 21 22 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

53 Atlanta Mill  Lyon 16 21 15 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

54 Monitor Mill  Lyon 16 21 16 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

55 
Sacramento Mill  
Gold Canyon Storey 16 21 16 Dayton, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 

No 
Access 

56 Excelsior Mill  Lyon 16 21 16 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

57 Briggs Mill  Lyon 16 21 16 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

58 Humphreys Mill  Lyon 16 21 16 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
59 Swansea Mill  Storey 16 21 16 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

60 Merchant Mill  
Carson 
City 16 21 16 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
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Mill 
Number Mill Name County 

Township 
North 

Range 
East Section 

USGS 7.5' Map 
Reference 

Land 
Owner 

NRHP 
Recommend 

Survey 
Status 

61 Chapius Mill  Lyon 16 21 16 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

62 
Frenchs Mill  Silver 
City Lyon 16 21 16 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

63 Phoenix #2 Mill  Lyon 16 21 16 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
64 Phoenix #1 Mill  Storey 16 21 16 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

65 
Mill  (Name 
Unknown) Lyon 16 21 16 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

66 Eastern Slope Mill  Lyon 16 21 16 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

67 
Bartola Mill  Silver 
City Lyon 16 21 9 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

68 Brooks Mill  Lyon 16 21 9 Virginia City, NV 1983 State Ineligible Surveyed 
69 Golden Age Mill  Lyon 16 21 9 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

70 
Mill  (Name 
Unknown) Lyon 16 21 9 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

71 Higgins Mill  Lyon 16 21 9 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

72 
Mill  (Name 
Unknown) Lyon 16 21 9 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 

No 
Access 

73 

Gold Canon 
Reduction Works 
Mill  Lyon 16 21 9 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 

No 
Access 

74 Kelsey Mill  Lyon 16 21 9 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

75 Trench Mill  Storey 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

76 Bacon Mill  Storey 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

77 Hudson Mill  Lyon 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

78 
Union Mill  Silver 
City Storey 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
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Mill 
Number Mill Name County 

Township 
North 

Range 
East Section 

USGS 7.5' Map 
Reference 

Land 
Owner 

NRHP 
Recommend 

Survey 
Status 

79 Silver City Mill  Storey 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

80 Hamilton Mill  Lyon 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

81 Eagle Mill  Lyon 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

82 Brevoorts Mill  Lyon 16 21 9 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

83 
Mill  (Name 
Unknown) Washoe 16 21 9 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

84 Trimble Mill  Lyon 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

85 Knickerbocker Mill  Lyon 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

86 Sherman Mill  Storey 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

87 McTigue Mill  
Carson 
City 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 

No 
Access 

88 Hope Mill  Lyon 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

89 Davis Mill  Lyon 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

90 Landers Mill  Lyon 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
91 Pioneer #1 Mill  Washoe 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated Surveyed 
92 Londine #2 Mill  Lyon 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated Surveyed 
93 Devils Gate Mill  Lyon 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
94 Boston Mill  Storey 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 BLM Ineligible Surveyed 
95 Ransoms Mill  Storey 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 State Ineligible Surveyed 
96 Chanens Mill  Storey 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 State Ineligible Surveyed 

97 
Mill  (Name 
Unknown) Washoe 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 BLM Unevaluated Surveyed 

98 Red Jacket Mill  Storey 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 BLM Eligible Surveyed 

99 
Comet Mill  Silver 
City Storey 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 BLM Ineligible Surveyed 
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Mill 
Number Mill Name County 

Township 
North 

Range 
East Section 

USGS 7.5' Map 
Reference 

Land 
Owner 

NRHP 
Recommend 

Survey 
Status 

100 
McClellan Mill  Silver 
City Storey 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 BLM Ineligible Surveyed 

101 St Louis Mill  Storey 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 BLM Ineligible Surveyed 
102 Ione Mill  Storey 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 State Ineligible Surveyed 
103 Lindsays Mill  Storey 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 BLM Ineligible Surveyed 
104 Globe & Lindsay Mill  Storey 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 State Ineligible Surveyed 
105 Hartford Mill  Lyon 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

106 
Succor Mill  Silver 
City Lyon 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

107 Ramsell Mill  Storey 16 21 8 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
108 Alpha Mill  Storey 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
109 American Flat Mill  Storey 16 21 7 Virginia City, NV 1983 BLM Eligible Surveyed 

110 
United Comstock 
Mill  Storey 16 21 7 Virginia City, NV 1983 BLM Eligible Surveyed 

111 New Woodville Mill  Storey 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
112 Overman Mill  Washoe 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 BLM Eligible Surveyed 
113 Pacific Mill  Storey 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
114 Woodville Mill  Storey 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

115 
Mill  (Name 
Unknown) Lyon 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

116 
Mill  (Name 
Unknown) Lyon 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible 

No 
Access 

117 Papoose Mill  Storey 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
118 Roxby Mill  Storey 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 State Ineligible Surveyed 
119 Piute Mill  Lyon 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 
120 Santo Mill  Storey 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 State Ineligible Surveyed 
121 Atlas Mill  Storey 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
122 Seals Mill  Storey 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
123 Douglas Mill  Storey 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 
124 Marysville Mill  Storey 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
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Mill 
Number Mill Name County 

Township 
North 

Range 
East Section 

USGS 7.5' Map 
Reference 

Land 
Owner 

NRHP 
Recommend 

Survey 
Status 

125 
Mill  (Name 
Unknown) Storey 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 BLM Ineligible Surveyed 

126 
Empire Mill  Gold 
Hill Storey 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

127 
Stuart & Kirkpatrick 
Mill  Lyon 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

128 
Con-Chollar/Filter 
Mill  Storey 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

129 Rigby Mill  Lyon 16 20 12 Virginia City, NV 1983 BLM Ineligible Surveyed 

130 
Reed and Wades 
Quartz Mill  Lyon 16 20 1 Virginia City, NV 1983 BLM Eligible Surveyed 

131 Bay State Mill  Storey 16 21 6 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 
132 Baltimore Mill  Lyon 16 21 6 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
133 Utah Mill  Storey 16 21 6 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

134 Imperial Mill  Storey 16 21 5 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

135 Washoe G & S Mill  Storey 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated Surveyed 
136 Yellow Jacket Mill  Storey 16 21 6 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
137 Kinkhead Mill  Storey 16 21 6 Virginia City, NV 1983 County Ineligible Surveyed 

138 
Gerard Fourcherie & 
Co Mill  Storey 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

139 Petaluma Mill  Storey 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated Surveyed 
140 Sapphire Mill  Storey 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 
141 Dietrich Mill  Storey 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 
142 Rhode Island Mill  Lyon 16 21 5 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

143 
Coover and 
Stevenson Mill  Storey 17 21 32 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

144 Gold Hill Mill  Storey 17 21 32 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 
145 Stevenson Mill  Washoe 17 21 32 Virginia City, NV 1983 State Ineligible Surveyed 
146 Sunderland Mill  Lyon 17 21 32 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated No 
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Mill 
Number Mill Name County 

Township 
North 

Range 
East Section 

USGS 7.5' Map 
Reference 

Land 
Owner 

NRHP 
Recommend 

Survey 
Status 
Access 

147 Union Mill  Gold Hill Storey 17 21 32 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 
148 Staples Mill  Storey 17 21 32 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 
149 Crown Point Mill  Storey 17 21 32 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

150 
McClellan Mill  Gold 
Hill Storey 17 21 31 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

151 Bowers Mill  Storey 17 21 31 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

152 Eclipse Mill  Storey 17 21 32 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

153 Stone Quartz Mill  Storey 17 21 32 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

154 Comet Mill  Gold Hill Storey 17 21 32 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

155 Granite Mill  Storey 17 21 32 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

156 Chollar Mill  Storey 17 21 32 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 
157 Hale & Norcross Mill  Storey 17 21 29 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

158 
Arizona Comstock 
Mill  Storey 17 21 29 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

159 Old Mill  Lyon 17 21 29 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

160 Hoosier State Mill  Storey 17 21 29 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

161 
Comstock Cyanide 
Mill  #1 Storey 17 21 29 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

162 B & B Mill  Storey 17 21 29 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

163 
Gould and Carvill 
Mill  Storey 17 21 29 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 

No 
Access 

164 Sanborn Mill  Lyon 17 21 29 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
165 Nevada Mill  Storey 17 21 28 Flowery Peak, NV Private Unevaluated No 
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Mill 
Number Mill Name County 

Township 
North 

Range 
East Section 

USGS 7.5' Map 
Reference 

Land 
Owner 

NRHP 
Recommend 

Survey 
Status 

1983 Access 

166 
Empire Mill  Virginia 
City Storey 17 21 28 Virginia City, NV 1983 BLM Eligible Surveyed 

167 OFarrell Mill  Lyon 17 21 28 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 
168 Ogden Mill  Washoe 17 21 28 Virginia City, NV 1983 County Eligible Surveyed 
169 Kinkead Mill  Storey 17 21 29 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 
170 California Pan Mill  Storey 17 21 28 Virginia City, NV 1983 BLM Eligible Surveyed 

171 
California Battery 
Mill  Storey 17 21 29 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

172 Consolidated Mill  Storey 17 21 29 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated Surveyed 
173 Pony Mill  Storey 17 21 29 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

174 Kendall Mill  Storey 17 21 29 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

175 
Consolidated 
Virginia Mill  Storey 17 21 29 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

176 Central Quartz Mill  Storey 17 21 29 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

177 Summit Mill  Lyon 17 21 29 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

178 Gould & Carvill Mill  Storey 17 21 29 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

179 Cedar Hill Mill  Storey 17 21 20 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

180 Winnebago Mill  Storey 17 21 29 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 
181 Mariposa Mill  Storey 17 21 20 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 
182 Sierra Mill  Lyon 17 21 20 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 
183 Evans Mill  Storey 17 21 20 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

184 
Mexican Cyanide 
Plant 

Carson 
City 17 21 21 Virginia City, NV 1983 BLM Eligible Surveyed 

185 Mexican Evans Mill  Lyon 17 21 21 Virginia City, NV 1983 BLM Ineligible Surveyed 
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Mill 
Number Mill Name County 

Township 
North 

Range 
East Section 

USGS 7.5' Map 
Reference 

Land 
Owner 

NRHP 
Recommend 

Survey 
Status 

186 
Sacramento Mill  
Virginia City Storey 17 21 20 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

187 Lands Mill  Storey 17 21 21 Virginia City, NV 1983 BLM Ineligible Surveyed 

188 
Bassett Mill  7 Mile 
Canyon Lyon 17 21 21 Virginia City, NV 1983 BLM Ineligible Surveyed 

189 
Atlantic Mill  7 Mile 
Canyon Lyon 17 21 21 Virginia City, NV 1983 BLM Ineligible Surveyed 

190 Winfield Mill  Storey 17 21 21 Virginia City, NV 1983 BLM Ineligible Surveyed 

191 Booth & Co Mill  Storey 17 21 21 Virginia City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

192 Gould and Curry Mill  Storey 17 21 28 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 BLM Eligible Surveyed 

193 Omega Mill  Storey 17 21 28 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

194 Railroad Mill Storey 17 21 27 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

195 Parkes Mill  Storey 17 21 27 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

196 Empire State Mill  Storey 17 21 27 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

197 Butters Mill  Storey 17 21 27 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 BLM Eligible Surveyed 

198 Express Mill  Storey 17 21 27 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Unevaluated 

No 
Access 

199 Janins Mill  Storey 17 21 27 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Unevaluated 

No 
Access 

200 Bossels Mill  Storey 17 21 27 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Unevaluated 

No 
Access 

201 Rogers Mill  Storey 17 21 26 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

202 Jolly Giant Mill  Storey 17 21 26 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Unevaluated Surveyed 
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Mill 
Number Mill Name County 

Township 
North 

Range 
East Section 

USGS 7.5' Map 
Reference 

Land 
Owner 

NRHP 
Recommend 

Survey 
Status 

203 Lady Bryan Mill  Storey 17 21 23 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 BLM Ineligible Surveyed 

204 
Bassett Mill  6 Mile 
Canyon Storey 17 21 26 

Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

205 Delands Mill  Storey 17 21 26 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

206 Hulley Mill  Storey 17 21 26 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

207 Olive Branch Mill  Washoe 17 21 26 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

208 Flowery Mill  Storey 17 21 26 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

209 Courser Bossel Mill  Storey 17 21 25 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

210 
Bartola Mill  6 Mile 
Canyon Storey 17 21 25 

Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Unevaluated 

No 
Access 

211 Proctor Mill  Storey 17 21 25 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 State Ineligible Surveyed 

212 Bessels Mill  Storey 17 21 25 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

213 Jennings Mill  Storey 17 21 25 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

214 
Mill  (Name 
Unknown) Lyon 17 21 25 

Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

215 
Mill  (Name 
Unknown) Storey 17 21 25 

Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

216 Barrett Mill  Storey 17 21 25 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 

217 Pfeifer Mill  Storey 17 21 25 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Unevaluated 

No 
Access 

218 MGinnis Mill  Lyon 17 22 31 
Flowery Peak, NV 
1983 Private Unevaluated 

No 
Access 
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Mill 
Number Mill Name County 

Township 
North 

Range 
East Section 

USGS 7.5' Map 
Reference 

Land 
Owner 

NRHP 
Recommend 

Survey 
Status 

219 New Occidental Mill  Lyon 16 21 4 Virginia City, NV 1983 BLM Eligible Surveyed 

220 Dalls Mill  Washoe 16 19 10 Washoe City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

221 Lytle Mill  Washoe 16 19 9 Washoe City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

222 
Ophir Mill  Washoe 
Valley Storey 17 19 35 Washoe City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 

No 
Access 

223 Loomis Mill  Washoe 17 19 23 Washoe City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

224 New York Mill  Storey 17 19 24 Washoe City, NV 1983 Private Eligible Surveyed 
225 Manhattan Mill  Washoe 17 19 23 Washoe City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

226 Buckeye Mill  Washoe 17 19 23 Washoe City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

227 Atchison Mill  Washoe 16 19 1 Washoe City, NV 1983 State Ineligible Surveyed 
228 Norths Mill  Storey 17 19 24 Washoe City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 
229 Minnesota Mill  Lyon 17 19 24 Washoe City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

230 Savage Mill  Lyon 17 19 24 Washoe City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

231 
Washoe Lake Mill 
Rubble Washoe 17 19 24 Washoe City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 

No 
Access 

232 Temelic Mill  Storey 17 20 18 Washoe City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

233 Napa Mill  Storey 17 20 7 Washoe City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

234 Alfords Mill  Washoe 17 19 2 Washoe City, NV 1983 Private Unevaluated 
No 
Access 

235 Temescal Mill  Storey 17 20 8 Washoe City, NV 1983 Private Ineligible Surveyed 

236 Old Occidental Mill  
Carson 
City 16 21 4 Washoe City, NV 1983 BLM Eligible Surveyed 
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2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 
The Study Area for this project is defined by the locations of the mills identified preliminarily by NDEP. Most 
of the study areas (194 mill site locations) are located within the Virginia City Historic District; 42 mill site 
locations lie outside the historic district (Table 1). The study area includes portions of Carson City, Lyon, and 
Storey counties. Table 1 lists the NDEP mill datapoints included in this survey. The Study Area covers large 
portions of the Washoe Basin, areas along the Carson River, the towns of Dayton, Silver City, Gold Hill and 
Virginia City, as well as portions of Six Mile, Seven Mile, and Daney Valley (Figure 1). The legal description of 
each NDEP mill site location is listed in Table 1. While our survey covered additional acreage, the total 
acreage surveyed reflects only the mill site study areas recorded. The total area surveyed was 399.7 acres.  
 
  



 

 
 
Final Report – Comstock Archaeological Mill Site Inventory  Page 2 

Figure 1: Project Location Map 
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Figure 2: Surveyed Mill Locations Map 
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3.0 FIELD METHODS 
 

The following section describes the methods employed in this project to gather both historical information 
and field data for the project. Before our fieldwork commenced on federal land, we discussed a research 
strategy with Rebecca Palmer at SHPO and Jim Carter and Rachel Crewes in the Carson City office of the 
Bureau of Land Management. With SHPO and BLM approval, we developed a modified plan for our study as 
follows: 
 
The Nevada Department of Environmental Protection (NDEP) contracted Broadbent to document the 
presence, integrity, and significance (eligibility for listing on the National Register of Historic Places) of a 
suspected 236 historic mill sites within the Carson River Mercury Superfund Site without subsurface testing. 
The mill sites that we were contracted to identify and record consist of the mill structures, or their ruins, and 
other features and artifacts associated with the processing of metallic ores. Our survey identified the mill 
structures, or their archaeological remains, and all associated features at a modified Class III Inventory 
Standard. We recorded standing architecture and recorded archaeological features related to milling 
activities on ARA and IMACS forms. Since there was no proposed action beyond the identification, 
recordation, and assessment of the mill sites, the mill sites were considered as a "study area," and there is 
no assessment of effect at this time. Our survey often extended beyond the mill sites by 30 m (98 ft) to 
ensure that all associated artifacts and features were found and recorded. This survey noted prehistoric and 
other non-mill, historic sites and features found within these perimeters, but did not attempt to evaluate 
these sites for National Register eligibility at this time. 
 
Pre-research 
When we were awarded the contract for the project, NDEP provided Broadbent with a list of the 236 
suspected mill sites they identified for the project. The data was provided as GIS datapoints that were 
associated with named historic-era Comstock Mills, but not field-tested. Following the receipt of this 
information we developed our research plan for both field and library research. Given the large number of 
sites to be identified and recorded, along with the myriad potential modes of recording undertaken, we 
created an organizational system at the beginning of the project to provide a structure for tracking the large 
amount of gathered information we would be gathering.   
 
Historic Research  
Before fieldwork commenced, we established a research protocol to enable our research for the 236 
suspected mill sites to be consistent across the sites. The first step in the project was to identify and 
research the historic mills in the Comstock Mining District and surrounding areas. NDEP compiled a list of 
the mills in the area from historic maps and previous research projects in order to create a map in ArcGIS 
showing the locations of these mills. Often research was broken up into areas, such as cities or towns to 
streamline and compartmentalize research. 
 
Broadbent conducted historical research on each and every one of the suspected mills, or datapoints 
provided. This historical research included exploration for the date of construction, periods of operation, 
activities or events that took place at the mills, machinery used, ore processing techniques, along with any 
additional available information. Researchers consulted contemporary historical records, such as 
newspapers and maps, previous research that looked at the historic mills in the Comstock area, and recent 
archaeological survey reports that covered overlapping parts of the survey area. They also searched archives 
held at the Mark Twain Bookstore, owned by Joe Curtis in Virginia City, the Nevada Historical Society in 
Reno, Nevada and the University of Nevada, Reno Special Collections for historic photos of the mills.  
The results of the archival research were variable: some mills had immense amounts of material while 
others had little or none. The research team assembled the documentary information pertinent to each 
datapoint and placed it into folders for the field team to use during survey. This meant that the field team 
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possessed historic photographs as well as a detailed history of each site when fieldwork commenced. 
Additionally, summaries of key points, such as dimensions or possible features, were created from the 
research for ease of identification in the field. 
 
Records Search 
On August 14, 2012 Margo Memmott and Ashlee Younie visited the Carson City BLM Office for a 
consultation with Jim Carter and completed a records search for all the mill datapoints within BLM land. The 
goal of the record search was to inform the Comstock Mills Inventory project staff about previously 
recorded mills and recent archaeological research within one half mile of the mill datapoints located on BLM 
land. Margo Memmott returned on September 13, 2012 to complete the records search. The NVCRIS 
database was also consulted in order to identify previously recorded mills. 

 
Site access 
NDEP compiled the list of suspected sites and determined the land owners for each property based on the 
location of the datapoints based off available deed and tax records. Each property owner was contacted 
multiple times by mail, and when Broadbent began the project, we initiated an additional round of mailings. 
Landowners included private owners, the Forest Service, the Bureau of Land Management, the State of 
Nevada, Nevada counties, and cities. The majority (172) granted unlimited access to their property. The rest 
(64) either denied permission or never responded to the letter. After several rounds of letters were sent to 
non-response addresses, we concluded these landowners denied permission. We received permission to 
access 172 of the 236 sites. 
 
Field research 
Survey began in September 2011 and was completed in October 2012. The survey team worked in two-
person teams on a schedule that was formulated to allow for the unpredictable nature of the weather in the 
region. Additionally, the teams were joined by one Broadbent field safety officer. The field safety officer 
evaluated each site for potential hazardous materials or other unsafe conditions. Only after receiving 
clearance, the team moved into the site area. 
 
Fieldwork was undertaken on 26 field days over the course of 12 months following appropriate preparation 
of our documentary and photographic evidence and the approval of NDEP of our data protocol. In 2011, 
fieldwork took place on November 6 and December 4 and 18. In 2012, fieldwork occurred on February 20; 
March 12, 19, and 22; April 2, 9, 23, 27, and 30; May 7, 11, 18, 21, 22, 24, 30, and 31; July 23; September 16 
and 22; and October 1, 15, 22. 
 
NDEP datapoints were uploaded to the Trimble GeoExplorer XH 3000 before field work commenced in 
September of 2011. The Trimble and its points were then used to select the field sites on a given day. Sites 
were chosen for survey on any particular day depending on whether permission had been granted, research 
was completed, and geographic proximity of mill points to one another. These choices were all made in the 
interest of project and survey efficiency in order to assure an area was fully surveyed in respect to possible 
mill remains and locations. Systematic survey in this way ensured a mill and its historic systems were 
accounted for while not undermining the project scope and budget. 

 
Archaeological data collection was in accordance with standard professional practice in archaeology.  Mill 
datapoints containing mill remains were numbered, and all standing architectural features were recorded 
and documented on ARA forms and all mill-related archaeological material on IMACS forms at a BLM Class III 
Inventory Standard equivalent.  The sites were recorded and documented digitally into the NDEP’s Comstock 
Archaeological Mill Site Inventory database.  Each feature identified within each site was numbered, 
mapped, described, and photographed.  Field observations were recorded with narrative field logs, 
standardized record forms, maps, scaled drawings, and photographs.  Any features, including historic and 
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prehistoric depressions, ditches, artifact scatters, foundations, rock walls, etc., were recorded with ArcMap 
on the Trimble GeoExplorer XH 3000 as line, point, or polygon shape files. The site boundaries were 
recorded with the Trimble as polygon shape files, and the GPS coordinates were uploaded into the GIS. It 
was the field teams’ intent to use original field data when applicable; however, on occasion due to safety, 
permission, or topographical restrictions, features or boundaries were drawn in ArcMap, in the office, based 
on field notes by the Field Technicians. 
 
Field teams conducted pedestrian survey after safety clearance was granted by the assigned Broadbent 
safety officer. The safety officer was not only on the lookout for potential hazards upon arriving at the site, 
but actively assessed safety concerns during the survey and recordation of a site. The safety officer was also 
trained to properly use the camera in order to take all site photographs and document them properly. The 
safety officer was instructed when and where to take photos and consulted with the Field Supervisor when 
preforming historical retake photography. For more information about the methods pertaining to 
photographic recordation please read below. Archaeological Field Technicians were responsible for locating 
and recording all features or structures associated with mills by first assessing large or obvious features. 
Then field teams carefully traversed an area until reaching the end of the property line or the extent of mill 
related surface scatter ceased. Most often the boundary of a site, or extent of pedestrian survey, was 
truncated by an extant roadway or property permission conflicts. The ArcGis data and maps reflect this 
reality.  
 
Within the established survey boundary, the archaeological field crew split up recording tasks. The field 
Supervisor filled in field notes and narratives, completed scaled sketches or drawings of the site or artifacts, 
filled in IMACS forms, and directing other team members. The Field Technician relayed information and took 
GPS data on the Trimble. Reference to historical research was utilized in order to locate the likely location of 
a historic mill site, even if that meant deviating from the NDEP datapoint. 
 
Photographic documentation was completed using a Sony Cyber-shot, Sony Lens G equipped with GPS. The 
camera was capable of linking imagery to GIS features, creating geotagged photographs, and integrating into 
the project Geographic Information System (GIS). Field personnel maintained a field log of standard digital 
photographs taken. Again, it was the field teams’ intent to use original field data when applicable; however 
on occasion due to safety, topographical, permission, or satellite restrictions, photos occasionally did not 
receive GPS information. Best faith efforts were made to retake photos or assign GPS data when 
appropriate. 

 
Mills with identified historic photos were subjected to historic retakes. Field technicians reviewed the 
collected historic photographs and identified the location from which historical photographs were taken. 
Upon these actions, the team performed repeat photography of the subject of the historic photograph. In 
situations where many historic photos were located, the most representative photos were chosen for 
retake. Several problems resulted in less-than-perfect retakes. These issues included evolution in camera 
technology, use of different lens types, and changes in the landscape. In some instances, it was impossible 
to retake historic photographs. In some cases the original photo was taken from property where we were 
not granted access.  Occasionally, the location was no longer accessible due to changes in roads or river 
beds. In other instances the photo was taken from a historic road which was converted into a major 
throughway or highway and safety concerns prevented retakes. 
 
Project Personnel 
The project team was made up the following personnel: 
Chelsea Banks: documentary research 
Ben Barna: field crew, research protocol development 
Emily Dale: field crew chief, GIS management, report preparation, database maintenance   
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David Dubois: field safety officer 
Mitch Gerlinger: field safety officer 
Justin Gerthoffer: database development and management, GIS preparation, map preparation 
Sarah Heffner: field crew, documentary research 
Steven Holm: field crew chief 
Lisa Machado: field crew, documentary research 
Sean McMurry: field crew, research protocol development 
Margo Memmott: crew chief, report review 
Mary Sandoval: map preparation, database maintenance 
Eric Seitz: project management, field safety officer, GIS preparation 
Paul Aaron Sonerholm: field safety officer 
Ian Springer: field crew, documentary research 
Reuben Stringer: field safety officer 
Bryan Vetrano: field safety officer 
Carolyn White: project supervision, report preparation, NRHP Evaluation 
Ryle Yopps: field safety officer 
Ashlee Younie: field crew, documentary research, database management and maintenance, report 
preparation, GIS management 
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4.0 PREHISTORIC AND HISTORIC OVERVIEW 
 
4.1 PREHISTORIC OVERVIEW 
 
Zeier et al. (2002) provide a general prehistoric context for this portion of the Great Basin. The changes in 
Great Basin prehistory in the region are reflective of strategies of adaptation to various stimuli: increasing 
population pressure, environmental change, and/or migration to other areas in the region. The most 
distinctive differences in adaptive strategies separate the Pre-Archaic from the Archaic in the Great Basin. 
During the Pre-Archaic, Native American groups focused on lacustrine resources and sites reflect their 
mobile lifestyle: midden deposits are absent as are permanent structures and storage facilities. As the Great 
Basin warmed during the mid-Holocene, the Native American groups in the area adapted to this climate 
change. The Archaic reflects an array of environmental adaptations, such as the use of game drives for 
hunting, substantial shelters, storage facilities, and seed procurement and processing (Elston 1986). The 
Middle Archaic shows increased population numbers that exploited a wide array of resources. These 
populations are considered to be ancestral to the Washoe (Elston et al. 1994). By the Late Archaic, the bow 
and arrow came into use, and subsistence practices relied increasingly on upland resources.  
 
Throughout the Great Basin hundreds of rock art sites are found. Petrogyphs (pecked images) and 
pictographs (painted images) are found throughout the Basin. Rock art sites can be found almost anywhere, 
but they generally are made on basalt and sandstone boulders or on rock faces that offer a suitable canvas. 
Rock art in dates to as early as 9000 BCE in the Great Basin, and some styles continue through the historic 
period (Schaafsma 1986: 216).  
 
The Washoe and the Northern Paiute live in the area. The two groups are thought to be distinct, based on 
linguistic analyses that suggest a split in proto-Numic peoples prior to arrival in Western Nevada. The split is 
not well understood, and some researchers suggest that it occurred 1,000 years ago (Lamb 1958) while 
others have proposed that the split happened several thousand years ago (Aikens 1994; Grayson 1994).  
 
The Washoe were semi-sedentary and moved through the landscape on a seasonal basis, settling in lower 
eastern valleys in the winter and to higher elevations in the summer. Fishing resources were exploited 
seasonally, with fishing resources in the Lake Tahoe area in the summer and the spawning runs along the 
Truckee, Carson, and Walker Rivers in the winter (Snyder 1917).  
 
The Northern Paiute exploited plants and animals on a seasonal basis as well, though their seasonal routes 
offered somewhat more consistent resources. They participated in large game drives, trapping antelope as 
well as smaller game such as rabbits and mudhens. The pine nut harvest was an important seasonal activity. 
Seasonal congregations for fishing, duck drives, rabbit drives, and pinion festivals happened on a regular 
basis at internals year-round (Elston 1986). 
 
4.2 HISTORICAL OVERVIEW  
 
The discussion that follows provides contextual information designed to be used to aid in the evaluation of 
the historic resources identified in the Historic Comstock Mill Survey for NRHP eligibility. For that reason this 
historical overview will focus primarily on the history of milling technologies rather than spending time 
discussing the demographics, households, transportation systems, or many of the other themes that also 
played an important part in the history of the Comstock. There are many sources that detail the history of 
the Comstock, and provide a more detailed and nuanced history of the Comstock than this report, including  
Galloway (1947), Hardesty (1982), Hattori (1991), James (1998), Lord (1883), and Smith (1932). Many of 
these have been referenced in the following narrative. 
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A number of scholars have divided the history of the Comstock into several periods. Table 2 follows that 
defined by Hattori (1991) and modified by Zeier et al. (2009:6). By dividing the history of the Comstock into 
the following periods, individual mill sites can be better understood according to the periods in which each 
mill was in operation. 
 
Table 2. Comstock Mining District Historical Periods 

Period Date Description 
Period 1: Gold Canyon 
Placers 

1850-1858 Activity mainly by prospectors in Gold Canyon 
 

Period 2: Comstock 
Bonanza 

1859-1863 Discovery of the Comstock Lode in 1859. Rapid development of 
camps into small mining towns. 

Period 3: Comstock 
Fluctuations 

1864-1872 Economic fluctuations with construction of new mills throughout 
the Comstock, but declining activity in other areas.  

Period 4: Big Bonanza 1873-1880 Consistent mine production, aided by water supply via inverted 
siphon. Comstock population peak. 

Period 5: Comstock 
Era Decline 

1881-1945 Decline of Comstock Mining District and reduction in population.  

Period 6: Tourism 1946-today Tourist-based economy supersedes mining activity on the 
Comstock and brings concomitant interest in mining history. 
Mining resurgences.  

 
4.2.1 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 
This section begins with a very brief overview of the general history of the Comstock.  This overview 
summarizes the six periods outlined in Table 2. This overview is generally drawn from James (1998), Lord 
(1883), and Smith (1932). Following the overview is an account of the development of milling practices on 
the Comstock. 
 
Prospecting the Comstock (1850-1858) 
Beginning in 1849, prospectors streamed across Nevada to California in pursuit of gold prospects following 
the strike at Sutter’s Mill that sparked the famed California Gold Rush. The first report of gold in the Virginia 
Range of Nevada came from a group of Mormon settlers in 1850. The news of this small discovery goaded a 
handful of determined prospectors to search the canyons of the Virginia Range for placer deposits rich in 
gold for the next eight years. 
 
Early mining activities were focused on placer gold deposits that could be worked by individuals or small 
groups with very little capital. The techniques employed by these early prospectors were relatively simple, 
placer techniques, consisting of the use of hand-operated pans and rockers (Reno et al. 2001:2.1). A bit 
later, as the veins were worked solely for gold, miners used arrastras to extract what at that time were 
adequate amounts of gold from the ores on the surface (Reno et al. 2001:2.1).  
 
Discovery of the Comstock Lode (1859-1863) 
In January of 1859 a small camp at Gold Hill was established after prospectors found encouraging gold 
deposits.  Through 1859, prospectors continued to examine the deposits in the canyons of the Virginia 
Range, and as they moved up the canyon, they increasingly encountered annoying blue deposits that 
decreased the value of the gold dust they were recovering. Then, in June of 1859, when the “blue stuff” was 
sent to California for assay, it was demonstrated to contain a very high silver content. This identification of 
the rich silver ore sparked the “rush to Washoe,” as the news of the discovery quickly spread across the 
goldfields of California. By the fall of 1859, a new camp initially called Ophir was established, located about 
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one mile north from Gold Hill.  
 
Growth of the new mining district was rapid, as hopeful immigrants came to the Comstock from around the 
world. By the end of 1860, 157 businesses had been set up in and around the Ophir camp now known as 
Virginia City (Greever 1963:96). The United States Census of 1860 counted over 3,000 people in Storey 
County whose population was concentrated in the camps of Virginia City and Gold Hill (James 1998:245). As 
the increasing number of miners began to shift focus to lode mining rather than placer mining the need for 
mills grew. By 1862 there were 82 stamp mills along the Carson River, and by 1863 there were 100 (Stough 
2011). At the same time dozens of other mills dotted the canyons and hillsides of the burgeoning mining 
district. 
 
Economic Fluctuations (1864-1872)   
Over the next nine years the Comstock experienced a series of economic fluctuations as the young mining 
district worked to develop.  While mill owners were focused on improving their mill’s processes in order to 
increase profits, the residents of the Comstock were busy establishing all the necessities of a community. 
Gold Hill was officially platted in 1863 and Virginia City in 1865. According to the United States Census the 
population in Storey County, which contains most of the Comstock Mining District had increased from 3,016 
in 1860 to 11,319 in 1870 (James 1998:245).  
 
Many mills closed their doors during this period due to a combination of influences.  Primarily, there were 
more mills than were needed especially after many of the mines entered into the business of milling.  Some 
mills were also not able to keep up with the technological improvements in milling and could not recover 
the silver at a high enough rate to compete.  Finally, two men with the Bank of California, William C. Ralston 
and William Sharon, saw opportunity in the somewhat depressed Comstock Mining District of 1865.  
 
Ralston, one of the owners of the Bank of California and Sharon, the manager of the Comstock branch of the 
bank shrewdly began providing loans to various mill owners at below market rates.  Then as the owners 
defaulted on their loans the bank would obtain ownership of the mill. By the 1870s Sharon and Ralston 
under the name of either the Bank of California or the Union Mill and Mining Company had obtained 
ownership of at least 18 mills (Ansari 1989). As Sharon and Ralston obtained mills they began to manipulate 
the market for milling on the Comstock to favor the mills under their ownership. Through the end of the 
1860s Ralston and Sharon were effectively on their way toward gaining a monopoly over the Comstock 
economy. However, as their empire grew they did not expect to be faced with a formidable opponent in the 
form of four Irish immigrants.  
 
During this period the mines were faced with transportation costs that were eating into their profits. This 
need for improved transportation systems provided Ralston and Sharon with another opportunity to make 
money and gain control of the Comstock economy. Through the Bank of California Ralston and Sharon 
provided funding for the construction of the Virginia and Truckee Railroad (V&T) which began in 1869. By 
1872 a 31-mile long line between Virginia City and Reno via Carson City was completed (James 1998:81). The 
V&T was integral to the success of the mines in that it helped to ease the cost to transport ore to the mills 
along the Carson River and reduced the cost to bring supplies into Virginia City and Gold Hill. With those cost 
reductions in place the mining district was poised for the next big discovery. 
 
Big Bonanza (1873-1880) 
After a series of quiet business deals, shrewd investments, and a little luck, four Irish immigrants, John 
Mackay, James Fair, William O’Brian, and James Flood had gained control over the “Big Bonanza.”  The Big 
Bonanza was a spectacularly rich body of gold and silver ore discovered by Fair. The vein was initially 
identified in the Best and Belcher Mine, and later followed into the Consolidated Virginia, California, and 
Gould and Curry Mines.  With the discovery of this new ore body the four men quickly became known as the 
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“Bonanza Firm.” 
 
The discovery of the Big Bonanza led to the Comstock’s biggest period of both economic and population 
growth.  From 1859 up until 1873 the mines of the Comstock had produced $131,235,822 in gold and silver 
(Bonham 1969:103). In the six years after the discovery of the Big Bonanza Comstock mines produced 
$157,555,876 in gold and silver (Bonham 1969:103).  The economic boom led to rapid population growth in 
the same period. Between 1870 and 1875 the population of Storey County nearly doubled to almost 20,000 
(James 1998:245).  
 
The Bonanza Firm’s new found wealth allowed them to invest in the construction of the California Battery 
Mill in 1874 and the California Pan Mill in 1875 (Ansari 1989).  The two mills worked in conjunction with one 
another in the processing of the ores from the C and C Shaft.  The firm also constructed the Consolidated 
Virginia Mill in 1874 just downhill from the Consolidated Virginia Mine in Virginia City (Ansari 1989 1989:24). 
In 1875 The Bonanza Firm obtained ownership of the Brunswick Mill on the banks of the Carson River near 
Empire City (Ansari 1989:76). This mill also worked the ores from the Consolidated Virginia Mine. Lastly, the 
Bonanza Firm also constructed the Omega Tailings Mill in 1876 on the former site of the old Gould and Curry 
Mill at the junction of Six-mile and Seven-mile Canyons (Ansari 1989:9). This mill reworked the tailings from 
the Consolidated Virginia and California Mines. 
 
In the midst of the Comstock’s biggest bonanza the Great Fire of 1875 burned the core of Virginia City.  The 
fire began on the morning of October 26th in a boarding house on North A Street.  Fed by the Washoe 
Zephyrs the fire rapidly spread through Virginia City burning much of the business district, the International 
Hotel, churches, Piper’s Opera House, saloons, lumberyards, hundreds of homes, the V&T Railroad yards and 
depots, two mills (the California Battery and the Consolidated Virginia), and the hoisting works at the Ophir 
Mine, C & C Shaft, Best and Belcher Shaft, and Consolidated Virginia Mine (James 1998:113-114). The 
resiliency of the men and women of the Comstock was demonstrated in the aftermath of the fire.  The 
residents and business owners rebuilt. The mine owners reassured the stock markets the mine works were 
spared from fire and that they would rapidly rebuild the hoisting works and mills.  The Storey County 
commissioners made plans for an extravagant court house, as a statement of prosperity and permanency.  
By the end of 1876 much of Virginia City had already been rebuilt. 
 
Despite the disaster of the Great Fire the mines of the Comstock resumed production and saw their three 
greatest years of production, producing more than $25 million in 1875, $31 million in 1876 and $36 million 
in 1877 in gold and silver (Bonham 1969:103). As is the nature of all mining bonanzas, the Comstock’s Big 
Bonanza could not be sustained. Although gold and silver production has continued on the Comstock, the 
Big Bonanza was mined out by 1880. 
 
Decline (1881-1945) 
After the Big Bonanza played out, the mines of the Comstock continued to mine lower grade gold and silver 
ore with the hope that another bonanza lay waiting for discovery. As early as the 1870s Comstock mills 
began reworking tailings. Some of these tailings mills provided a supplemental source of income for the 
declining Comstock during the 1880s. After 1900 mining was forced to be discontinued at mine levels below 
the Surtro Tunnel because they were too difficult to drain of hot mineralized water that was continuously 
seeping into the stopes. As the mines and mills declined so too did the population and many buildings were 
left abandoned. 
 
There were occasional brief recoveries and smaller boomlets in the Comstock after the turn of the 
nineteenth century. In the early 1900s, tailings and other ores were reprocessed using cyanide, and in the 
1920s a large mill was constructed at American Flat (Zeier 2009). There were small pit mining ventures in the 
area (in the 1890s) as well as dredge mining along the Carson River began in the 1890s and again from the 
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1920s to 1940s. World War II spelled the closure of gold mines and arrested active mining on the Comstock. 
Through the 1950s and 1960s there were small scale mining ventures launched, but these were subordinate 
to tourism and other economic ventures. 
 
Modern Comstock (1945-today) 
Despite the development of multiple open-pit mines since the 1960s, particularly in Gold Hill, tourism and 
recreation came to dominate the local economy. Legends and stories perpetuated in movies, books and 
television have lured visitors to the Comstock in the hopes of seeing historic buildings and sites. Due to the 
media’s misrepresentation of the history of the Comstock, many property owners began to alter historic 
properties in an attempt to meet tourists’ inaccurate expectations about the “Wild West.” Despite the 
addition of tourist-driven alterations to some of the C Street corridor the essential character of the 
Comstock remains. On the other hand, the majority of the district’s mines and mills did not fare as well as 
the commercial district of Virginia City. Most of those burned down after abandonment, were torn down 
and used as scrap, or had already been moved to other more active mining districts.  
 
As early as the 1970s, the Comstock has been the subject of a number of well-known archaeological studies. 
Researchers from the SHPO, University of Nevada, Reno, and the Comstock Historic District Commission 
have spearheaded investigations of saloons, Piper’s Opera House, the St. Mary’s Hospital, a boarding house, 
a Chinese mercantile, several blocks in Chinatown, a Paiute camp, and other residential sites throughout 
Virginia City. Unfortunately, industrial sites like the Comstock mines and mills have not been the focus of 
study for most scholars and archaeologists. The archaeological research on the Comstock has yielded a great 
deal of information about everyday life in the nineteenth century mining district, and has demonstrated the 
richness of cultural data remaining in the Comstock Mining District.  
 
4.2.2 DEVELOPMENT OF COMSTOCK MILLING TECHNOLOGIES 
 
There were multiple processes applied to the milling of Comstock ores.  Many of the early processes were 
short-lived and ultimately ineffective in milling the silver ores of the Comstock.  Milling technologies used 
and developed on the Comstock have been described in detail by A. D. Hodges (1939), Ernest Oberllig (1967) 
and Ronald Reno et al. (2001). Aspects of some of the Comstock milling processes are also discussed by Elliot 
Lord (1883), Ronald James (1998), and Grant Smith (1943). The Cyanide Leaching Process is described in 
greater detail by Hardesty (2010). This report, largely based on the aforementioned authors, will provide a 
brief overview of those processes. 
 
Early Milling 
The first milling practices employed on the Comstock were adopted from the California Gold Rush and 
applied to the free gold found mostly in placer diggings in the canyons of the Virginia Range.  The processing 
of free gold required little more than crushing and amalgamation or smelting. After the discovery of the 
Comstock Lode, rich in silver, more complex milling methods were required. 
 
The simplest early attempts of milling silver ores on the Comstock made use of a mill process dating to the 
sixteenth century called the patio process or the Mexican Patio Process. Before the silver could be extracted 
from the ore, it was broken into coarse pieces via sledge hammers and then pulverized by stamp mills or 
animal powered arrastras (Reno et al. 2001:2.2). Arrastras are mills made of stone blocks arranged into 
circular basins, with a vertical axle and cross bar that allowed draft animals to power the device. The ore was 
kept in the basin by low stone walls around the arrastra edge. The arrastra was inexpensive to build, 
effective, and easy to use.  Later arrastras on the Comstock were converted to use gearing and linkage and a 
power train so that they could be powered with water wheels or steam plants (Figure 3) (Reno et al. 
2001:2.2). 
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Figure 3. A Water Wheel Set to Power an Arrastra in Gold Hill. Date Unknown. Courtesy of the Mark Twain 
Bookstore in Virginia City. 
 
After the ore was sufficiently ground, laborers would spread the pulverized ore on circular patios as large as 
50 feet in diameter.  First water was added to make a thick mortar, then salt.  This mixture was then mixed 
by the hooves of draft animals like horses or mules.  Next, a copper sulfate was added then mixed by the 
draft animals. Mercury was then added to the mixture repeatedly agitated by the hooves of the animals 
intermittently over the course of several days. The salt, copper sulfate and mercury inevitably led to the 
early death of the horses or mules (Figure 4). 
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Figure 4. Patio Process at the Gould and Curry Mill in 1864. Photo Courtesy of the Mark Twain Bookstore in 
Virginia City. 
 
After the amalgamation process was completed the amalgam need to be separated from the mud.  This was 
accomplished by washing and diluting the amalgam mixture in large tubs.  After the amalgam was separated 
it was then roasted in iron retorts to separate the mercury from the silver. The resulting bullion was then 
melted and cast into bars or bricks to be sold to the United States Mint. 
  
Another early ore milling process used on the Comstock was the kettle or cazo process, also dating to the 
sixteenth century. The crushed ore was mixed with salt and water in a copper vessel, until boiled. Then 
mercury was added and stirred by hand. After several hours, the mixture was washed with water, separating 
the tailings from the amalgam. The copper vessel provided the chemical reagent that reacted with the salt 
and silver chloride that made the silver amenable for mercury amalgamation. A serious advantage to this 
process over the patio process was that it could be completed in less time (Oberbillig 1967:13). The kettle or 
cazo process was the basis for the development of a variety of experimental processes that finally led to the 
Washoe Process.  
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Freiberg Process 
The Freiberg1 Process or the Freiberg Barrel Process was developed around the turn of the eighteenth 
century in the Freiberg District (Ore Mountain Mining Region) in southeastern Germany (Oberbillig 1967:13). 
The German Freiberg Process dry roasted the crushed ore with salt, which converted the silver sulfide to 
silver chloride. The ore was cooled and then mixed in revolving barrels with iron, mercury, and copper 
sulfate. After the amalgamation in the barrels was complete the amalgam was separated from the waste 
and washed in a fashion similar to the Mexican Patio Process. The dry roasting made this process very 
expensive when compared to other processes. For this reason it was limited to the processing of high grade 
ores (Hodges 1939:8-9). This process was popularized on the Comstock by a well-respected mining engineer 
and metallurgist named Guido Küstel, but ultimately gave way to the Washoe Pan Process. The Ophir Mill in 
Washoe Valley used the Freiberg Process in conjunction with the Mexican Patio Process. Other mills known 
to have used this process include Dall’s Mill in Washoe Valley, the Mexican Mill along the Carson River 
(Figure 5), and the Central Mill in Virginia City (Hodges 1939:8). The Gould and Curry Mill also used a version 
of the Freiberg Barrel Process called the Veatch Process for its high grade ores and the Mexican Patio 
Process for the low-grade ores. 
 

 
Figure 5. Mexican Mill along the Carson River in the 1870s.  Photo by Carlton Watkins. Photo Courtesy of the 
Bancroft Library. 
                                                 
1 Freiberg and Freiburg have been used interchangeably by other researchers and historians. Freiberg is the name of a city central to 
the Ore Mountain Mining Region in southeastern Germany.  Freiburg is a city situated in the Black Forest in Southwestern Germany. 
Thus, Freiberg Process rather than Freiburg Process is used throughout this report. 
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Washoe Process 
The long established Patio, Kettle, and Freiberg Processes all contributed to the development of the Washoe 
Pan Process or Wet Process. Almarin B. Paul, of Nevada City, California became interested in the milling of 
the silver-rich ores of the Comstock and began experimenting with milling processes using the recently 
introduced Knox Iron Pan (Oberbillig 1967:15). In 1860, Paul began construction of the Pioneer Mill near 
Devil’s Gate between Gold Hill and Silver City. The Pioneer Mill was the first mill to begin using Almarin’s 
earliest version of the Washoe Process which was in direct opposition to the Freiberg Process being 
promoted by Küstel.  
 
Paul’s mill was designed to include 24 stamps and Knox Pan amalgamators. As Paul processed ore in his mill 
he was constantly looking for ways to improve the process.  One of the first changes he made that became 
part of the Washoe Process was to wet crush the ore prior to amalgamation. Paul found that by wet 
crushing ore he could get a higher recovery of gold and silver, he could process a greater tonnage of ore, his 
machinery held-up better, and he could reduce the dust hazard that causes silicosis (Oberbillig 1967:20). 
Another improvement was the realization that the procedure of allowing the ore processed in the stamp 
mills to directly flow into the amalgamation pans was less effective than controlling the discharge from the 
stamp mills by shoveling the ground ore into settling tanks and then transferring the ore into the 
amalgamation pans.  The closer control over the amalgamation process further increased the recovery rates 
(Oberbillig 1967:20). The Washoe Process was also notable for its use of steam, for controlling the 
temperature of the ore at critical stages (Reno et al. 2001:2.7).  
 
The amalgamation pans were the focus of innovation for many enterprising millers and metallurgists.  
Countless pans, in a variety of patterns, were invented. Some of the most common were the Knox, Wheeler, 
Hepburn, Varney and Wakelee pans (Hodges 1939:10).  All of these pans worked under generally the same 
principle as the old arrastras and all of them were used in the Washoe Process. The most effective pans 
were those that also included mechanisms for grinding the ore as part of the amalgamation phase, including 
the Wheeler and the Hepburn pans. 
 
The Washoe Process quickly overtook the Freiberg Process and the Patio Process as the preferred method of 
milling on the Comstock.  The Washoe Process shortened the milling of Comstock ores to 6 hours when 
compared to the 30 days required for the same amount of ore in the Patio Process.  The Washoe Process 
also cost approximately ¼ the cost of the Freiberg Process per ton of ore processed (Oberbillig 1967:24). The 
Washoe Process also found favor in other mining districts and quickly became an industry standard for 
milling gold and silver ores until the introduction of cyanide leaching.   
 
Tailings Mills 
Though the Washoe Process was preferred by most Comstock millers the process still missed 25-40% of gold 
and silver (Reno et al. 2001:2.14). Beginning in 1867 a number of tailings mills began reworking tailings. 
These mills took in three classes of materials which contained the missed gold and silver.  Sand and pan 
slimes that had already been run through the amalgamation process, slimes that had not been processed, 
and the concentrates recovered from blanket sluices after amalgamation (Reno et al. 2001:2.15). Combined, 
these tailings assayed between $5 and $25 a ton. 
 
Tailings mills had no need for stamp batteries or jaw crushers because the material they were working had 
already been reduced.  Instead these mills employed the later stages of the Washoe Process and were 
equipped with amalgamation pans, settling tanks, and agitators. The primary difference being that the pans 
tended to be larger and made of a composite of iron and wood. 
 
Some of the known tailings mills on the Comstock included the Omega and the Janin and Parke Mills both 
located in Six-mile Canyon, the Lyon Mill in Dayton, and the Desert and the Carson Valley Tailings Mills 
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located along the Carson River. 
 
Cyanide Leaching 
The cyanide leaching process is a technological innovation first introduced to the Comstock Mining District in 
1896. University of Nevada School of Mines professor Robert D. Jackson first applied the process to mill 
tailings around Washoe Lake with great success. Initially metallurgists and millers believed that the process 
could not be applied to silver ore, but in 1900 that misconception was proven wrong.  By 1901 the Comstock 
Mining District welcomed its first fully functioning cyanide leaching mill.  The Butters Mill was located in Six-
mile Canyon at the foot of Sugarloaf Mountain (Figure 6). At least eight other cyanide mills are known to 
have operated on the Comstock including the United Comstock, American Flat, Davis Cyanide, Con-Chollar, 
Hartford, Mexican Cyanide, Arizona Comstock, and Comstock Cyanide mills. 
 

 
Figure 6. The Butters Mill at the foot of Sugarloaf in 1906. Courtesy of the Mark Twain Bookstore in Virginia 
City. 
 
As in the other mining processes the ore was ground before it could be processed. The ore then was placed 
into classifiers to be sorted into sands and slimes. The sands could be sent directly to concentration system 
while the slimes were sent to settling tanks and then concentrated.  The sand was then sent to collection 
tanks then fed into cyanide leaching tanks.  The gold and silver cyanide solution was then collected from the 
bottom of the tanks and placed into zinc boxes so that the gold and silver could be precipitated.  The 
precipitant was then collected by filters and sent to the smelting room to be refined and melted into bullion 
(Hardesty 2010:87-91). 
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Unlike the sands, the slimes were first concentrated or thickened before they were fed into tanks for 
cyanidation. These tanks also aerated and agitated the thickened slimes to aid in the cyanidation process. 
The gold rich solution was then transferred to zinc boxes, precipitated and filtered and finally sent to the 
smelting room to be refined and melted into bullion.  In both systems the ore was mixed in the cyanidation 
tanks with sodium cyanide, lime, and lead acetate (Hardesty 2010:87-91).  
 
This process allowed Comstock mines with only low-grade ores to be able to operate at a profit because the 
recovery rates were vastly improved from the older processes.  Cyanidation also allowed for tailings to be 
reworked giving the Comstock a little additional income during its decline period. 
 
Historic Overview of Individual Mills 
The background information for each of the mills, that comprise this project, is contained in the individual 
mill site packets, Appendix A. 
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5.0 EXPECTATIONS AND RESEARCH QUESTIONS 
 
The NDEP contracted Broadbent to verify the location of 236 potential historic mill locations within the 
Carson River Mercury Superfund Site without subsurface testing. The scale of the project and the number of 
mill locations that we were slated to visit meant we would encounter mill structures and associated features 
in a wide range of degrees of integrity at the provided mill locations. We anticipate that milling technologies 
from all periods of the Comstock Mining District occupation will be represented in the cultural remains 
discovered during this project. These technologies could date to as early as 1859 up through the modern 
period. 
 
For a site to be eligible for listing in the NRHP, it must be significant in American history, architecture, 
engineering, or culture and possess at least some of its integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, setting, and association. In addition, the site must meet one or more of the four National Register 
criteria: 
 
be associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or 
be associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 
embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the 
work of a master, or that posses high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components may lack individual distinction; or 
have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history. 
 
Most Mill locations are within the Virginia City Historic District. The district is listed as eligible for the NRHP 
under Criteria A and C at the national level. The period of significance for this district is from 1859 through 
1942. All mill sites recorded or updated within this report will be evaluated for eligibility to the NRHP 
individually. Additionally, all sites recorded or updated within this report that are within the Virginia City 
Historic District that are recommend as eligible on their own under Criteria A or C should be considered  
contributing to the significance of the Virginia City Historic District under Criteria A and C.  
 
In order to evaluate sites for eligibility to the NRHP under Criterion D a series of research questions are 
presented below.  These research questions are not meant to be exhaustive, but are designed to address 
the following National Park Service research themes:  
 
Changing Roles of the U.S. in the World  
Peopling Places 
Creating Social Institutions and Movements 
Expressing Cultural Values 
Shaping the Political Landscape  
Transforming the Environment  
Developing the American Economy  
Expanding Science and Technology 
 
Mills were one the most dominant feature types across the landscape of the Comstock Mining District.  Mills 
were often surrounded by residences, offices, markets, saloons, churches, schools, and other less industrial 
aspects of the mining communities.  For most residents of the Comstock in between the 1850s and the 
1920s walking was the primary mode of transportation. For that reason people tended to settle in close 
proximity to their place of work often times near the mills or the mines. For this reason we expect to find 
remains from all manner of sites, features, and artifact types however we are only recording and evaluating 
sites containing mill remains in this report so other cultural remains will not be discussed. 
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On the Comstock, very few mines also had mills on the same property. Mills were strategically placed to 
take advantage either of low cost of ore transportation or reliable water sources. The Carson River and the 
shores of Washoe Lake offered reliable sources of water, but both incurred high costs in transportation. 
Other mills were located in Seven-Mile Canyon, Six-Mile Canyon, and Gold Canyon, where there was limited 
water at hand, but transportation costs were low (Reno et al. 2001:2.2.1-2.2). For these economic reasons 
relatively few mills were located in close proximity to the mines. 
 
Because mill remains are sometimes found close to mines on the Comstock it is important to distinguish 
between mine activity areas and mill activity areas. To do this archaeologists should keep in mind that mines 
were dominated by their hoisting works and large waste rock dumps.  Other distinguishing features and 
buildings might include changing rooms, mine shafts, and ore bins. The archaeological remains of these 
various structures would be represented by features such as foundations, platforms, depressions, retaining 
walls, platforms, and structural debris concentrations. The location of the features in relationship to one 
another combined with the associated artifacts will aid in the identification of the function of the various 
features.  Expected artifacts at mine sites should be very similar to those found at mill sites. 
 
Mill sites are typically located on hillsides with tailings dumps on the downslope side of the mill. Most 
Comstock amalgamation mills would have been comprised of some combination of a grizzly, jaw crusher, 
stamp batteries, settling tanks, amalgamation pans, and sluices. Early Comstock mills sometimes utilized 
arrastras and patios. Later Comstock Mills applied the Cyanidation Leaching Process which required a 
different set of machinery including cyanide tanks, classifiers, concentration tables, agitation/aeration tanks, 
and zinc boxes in addition to the machinery for the initial crushing of the ores.  Other structures and 
buildings included with many Comstock mills might include mercury retorts, assay offices, blacksmith shops, 
ore sheds, water tanks, privies, wood piles, and manager’s offices.  
 
The archaeological evidence of a historic-era Comstock mill may include hillside terracing, foundations, 
machine mounts, platforms, depressions, tailings dumps, retaining walls, structural debris concentrations, 
dams, ditches, and canals. Artifacts likely to be found at a Comstock mill site include window glass, cut and 
wire nails, boilers, sheet metal, bolts, milled lumber, wagon parts, bulk ink bottles, cedar shake shingles, 
tobacco tins, crucibles, cyanide drums, hand tools, cables, machinery belts, and a variety of machinery parts 
and pieces. Domestic artifacts should be expected at mill sites especially at those in close proximity to 
residential areas. Also domestic artifacts are expected on some mill sites because some mills may have had 
living quarters such as bunkhouses or boarding houses on site. 
 
The following archaeological research questions are offered for mill sites recorded in the project area: 
 

• How long was the mill in operation and how successful was the mill? How did the technologies used 
at the mill change with time? 

 
• Was the mill designed by an experienced mill engineer/metallurgist or is the design more vernacular 

in nature? 
 

• What does the design of the mill reveal about the world view of the owners/operators of the mill? 
 

• Does the design of the mill help researchers to better understand working conditions for the 
employees of the mill? Was the mill a relatively safe place to work? 
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• What milling processes were being utilized at the site? How do the processes compare or contrast to 
other mills? 

 
• Was the mill reused, refurbished, or repurposed at any period in time? If so how do the different 

occupations compare? What do these changes indicate about the local, regional, and world 
economy of the time? 

 
• Is there any evidence to indicate the nature of the relationship between managers and workers at 

the mill? Was there a high degree of workplace stratification? 
 

• Do the archaeological remains suggest the adaptation or use of innovative technologies in milling? 
Did the mill use electricity or telephone communication? If so, when? 
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6.0 RESULTS AND ELIGIBILITY EVALUATION 

 
Many of the mills are located within the boundaries of both the Virginia City National Landmark and the 
Virginia City National Register District. The period of significance for the Landmark extends from 1859 
through 1899. The Virginia City National Register District was listed on the National Register in 1978. That 
nomination also identified 1859 to 1899 as the period of significance. In 1991, however, the nomination was 
amended, extending the period of significance to include the period from 1859 through 1942. The Virginia 
City National Register District was listed as eligible based on Criteria A and C at the national level. 
 
Because the Virginia City National Register District is physically larger and includes a more comprehensive 
date range for significance, the emphasis here is on evaluating whether each mill included in the study is a 
contributing element of the Virginia City National Register District. A recommendation will be provided as to 
whether the resource relates to activities centrally associated with the district. If such a determination 
cannot be made, emphasis will be placed on determining whether the resource is individually eligible to the 
National Register. Individual eligibility will also be assessed if it is felt that the mill may be eligible based on 
either Criterion B or Criterion D. 
 
In the section that follows we present a summary of the mill sites that includes a field summary and NRHP 
recommendation for every mill datapoint provided by the NDEP. There were several datum points provided 
to us by NDEP that were ultimately the same mill, or represented different operational periods of the mill. 
We treated each mill separately, based on the provided information from NDEP, since this was their 
preference. Additional details, photographs, and maps for all 236 mill datapoints are contained in Appendix 
A. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
1 Mexican  Carson City Carson City (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Mexican Mill is located in the Carson River Valley, just northeast of Carson City, NV. The site is located 
within the Empire Ranch Golf Course located at 1875 Fair Way Carson City, NV 89701.  
      
Foundations, Feature 1-1, of the Mexican Mill are still extant on the surface and consist of stone blocks with 
concrete slabs placed on top. There are also large non-ferrous, threaded bolts in the foundations arranged in 
rows of three or four. In total, there are three foundational blocks running roughly east to west. The golf 
course has graveled in around the foundations and put up a low wooden fence, resembling a planter box. 
The golf course green and paved paths surround the foundation stones. No artifacts are present. It is clear 
that the Empire Ranch Golf Course highly modified the landscape to create the gol1f course, so it is doubted 
if buried deposits will be present. 
 
The previous HAER report associates a still standing building less than a mile from the ruins as the Mill 
Supervisor's House. It is currently maintained and occupied by Computer Corps and addressed as 4681 
Morgan Mill Road. Attempts to record the supervisor's house were made, but as access was not granted by 
the current occupants, we were unable to conduct the survey. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site has been determined to be eligible for National Register status as it complies with Criterion A by 
association with evens that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 
Historical research indicates the Mexican Mill contributes to the Comstock Historic District and is within the 
District boundaries. The mill was associated with, and located on, the Virginia & Truckee Railroad as well. 
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This site has also been determined eligible for National Register status complying with Criterion D as it is 
likely to yield information important to prehistory or history. The mill has been developed by the Empire 
Ranch Golf Course, however, the sod used to make the golf course green may be preserving subsurface 
cultural fill. No materials were collected in the survey of this site. In addition, no excavation was performed; 
therefore, the depth of the cultural fill is suspected, but was not tested. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
2 Mead Carson City Carson City (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
 
The Mead Mill is located in the Carson River Valley, just northeast of Carson City, NV. The site is located 
within the Empire Ranch Golf Course at 1875 Fair Way Carson City, NV 89701. 
 
There is nothing left on the surface of this site as it has been developed over and incorporated into the 
active golf course. The course’s water hazards and sloping paths may have been historic settling ponds or 
remnants of the historically recorded ditch, but this cannot be proven without excavation. In addition, there 
are several areas where there is no vegetation and the turf will not grow, possibly due to mill tailings soil 
pollution. It is clear that the Empire Ranch Golf Course highly modified the landscape to create the golf 
course, so it is doubted if buried deposits will be present. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is determined to lack significance under Criterion A, as there are no extant remains, nor was the 
precise location of the mill determined through pedestrian survey. The Mead Mill is unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
3 Morgan Gold Hill Carson City (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
4 Brunswick Carson City Carson City (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The location of the Brunswick Mill is now an equipment yard. To access the site, travel east on Highway 50 
from Carson City, NV towards Dayton, NV. Turn right onto North Deer Run Road and then left onto 
Brunswick Canyon Road.  
      
Some of the remains are still extant, though the owner confirmed that most of the original mill site has been 
filled in with dirt to make extra room for the equipment yard. He further contends that the foundations 
recorded in the 1930s are still intact under the fill. No surface artifact scatter was found, though if the yard 
owner is correct, there may be some under the fill. 
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Feature 4-1 is a stone wall jutting out of the parking lot floor which extends into the adjacent hillside. The 
stones are locally obtained and are held together with mortar. Nothing else of the mill structure remains. 
 
Feature 4-2 is the remains of a bridge, as captured in a historic photo of a "gravity ferry" associated with the 
Brunswick Mill. The bridge is made of stone and wood and, at the time of survey, out of order and unsafe to 
cross. 
 
Feature 4-3 is the remains of a wooden dam. Milled boards were used as cribbing and were filled with local 
stone and large river rocks. Some of the cribbing is still intact in the river floor. Boards run parallel with the 
river banks along a north-south axis. Two long cross-boards run east-west and metal bolts still hold it 
together. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Brunswick Mill is recommended as eligible for the National Register under criteria A and D. The integrity 
of the site is only fair, and the visible remains are of varying levels of deterioration. There are, however, 
some features on the surface that indicate the site’s association with the Virginia & Truckee Railroad and the 
Comstock Historic Period: the visible presence of the mill foundation, the intact bridge and submerged parts 
of the dam. We recommend, therefore, that the site be considered eligible for National Register status as it 
complies with Criterion A by association with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history. The property owner indicated that when he purchased the property and proceeded 
to develop it, he covered the site with fill to preserve the ruins and remains of the Brunswick Mill. Because 
of this information, we recommend that the site is eligible for the National Register under Criterion D as it is 
likely to yield information important to prehistory or history. No materials were collected in the survey of 
this site. In addition, no excavation was performed; therefore, the depth of the cultural fill is suspected, but 
was not tested. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
5 Merrimac Dayton Lyon (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The location of the Merrimac Mill is in Brunswick Canyon. To access the site, travel east on Highway 50 from 
Carson City, NV towards Dayton, NV. Turn right onto North Deer Run Road and then left onto Brunswick 
Canyon Road. There is very little left of this site due to flooding and erosion. Some scatter around the site 
includes glass, Double Happiness and Celadon ceramics, but nothing definitively associated with the mill. 
This Chinese-related scatter is associated mainly with the mill race and ditch, and it is therefore 
hypothesized that the Chinese were employed to build at least portions of this mill. Feature 5-2 is the ditch, 
which is located to the east of the site and runs through to the possible historic location of the mill. 
 
Feature 5-1 is a cut stone and mortar foundation spanning the ditch channel and was most likely the 
location of the wheel house. Feature 5-3 is a ditch that runs from this wheel house in both directions. 
      
Feature 5-4 is a diversion channel for water from the Carson River which is located directly west of the site. 
The distance from the Carson River to the millsite changes seasonally and yearly based on the river's flow 
and its current location. Therefore, the river’s current location is most likely different than its current 
channel.  
 
The historic Virginia & Truckee Railroad grade lies just beyond the site. In association with this grade is a 
small, three-sided, wet-laid stone structure. It is built into the hill side and the roof is constructed from the 
same local stones and mortar as the walls. The roof also has wood and some thatch elements. It is 
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blackened on the inside and is likely a magazine for explosives and ammunition, etc. It is unknown if it is 
definitively associated with the mill, the railroad, both, or neither. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered eligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. The site is associated with the major theme of mining, but is also associated with subtheme of 
transportation events and historic landscape development with its association with the Virginia and Truckee 
Railroad and the broader development of Brunswick Canyon and the greater Carson City area. Ruins on the 
surface validated the mill’s significance, and artifacts are also scattered across the site. A surface scatter of 
Chinese artifacts suggests a possible presence of an overseas Chinese community, potentially comprising 
laborers that built the mill, though the documents do not contain any record of such a community. These, 
and other evidence provided in detail in the IMACS form indicate this site as eligible for National Register 
status under Criterion A by association with the mill’s earliest phases of the development of the Comstock, 
as part of the “the “great small mill building boom” (Reno 2001:2.2). It also has an important connection to 
the Virginia & Truckee Railroad, and the subtheme of transportation, as it was one of the mills to benefit 
from the development of the railroad. The mill was directly impacted by the V & T in that it suffered severe 
damage when a locomotive collided with a slide that was part of the mill. The mill itself was known as 
Merrimac Station by 1881, underscoring its importance in association with transportation, namely the V & T 
Railroad, in Nevada. In addition, this site is recommended eligible for National Register status under 
Criterion D as it is likely to yield information important or history. No materials were collected in the survey 
of this site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
6 Copper Canyon Carson City Carson City (LM) BLM (Z) Unevaluated, D 
 
Field Summary 
The location of the Copper Canyon Mill is accessed by traveling east on Highway 50 from Carson City, NV 
towards Dayton, NV. Turn Right onto North Deer Run Road and then left onto Brunswick Canyon Road. 
Survey was conducted up and downslope of the old Virginia and Truckee grade. No clear remains of a mill 
were present on the surface. One 5 gallon fuel can noted downslope from the Virginia and Truckee grade. 
Mill was most likely located below the Virginia and Truckee grade. 
 
Eligibility Information 
Following our survey of the Copper Canyon Mill site, we find that the site is not eligible for National Register 
status. It does not meet Criterion A, even though the mill represents a mill from the early phases of the 
Comstock boom and it lacks integrity of feeling and association in its current condition. It also does not 
comply with Criterion B as historical research did not indicate this site’s association with the life or lives of a 
person or persons significant in our past. It does not comply with Criterion C as it does not embody the 
distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction, nor does it represent the work of a 
master, possesses high artistic values, nor represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction. No materials were collected in the survey of this site. In 
addition, no excavation was performed. Therefore, the depth of the cultural fill is suspected, but was not 
tested. Thus the site is unevaluated under Criterion D. 
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
7 Vivian Carson City Carson City (PR) Private Eligible 
  
Field Summary 
The location of the Vivian Mill is now an equipment yard. To access the site, travel east on Highway 50 from 
Carson City, NV towards Dayton, NV. Turn right onto North Deer Run Road and then left onto Brunswick 
Canyon Road. The Vivian Mill site is located on the Carson River, on the opposite side as the modern road, at 
the base of Brunswick Canyon where the river has cut into the canyon. The mill was historically accessed by 
a bridge, but as there is no modern bridge and the river was high at the time of survey, it was impossible to 
survey the site except from the road above.  
      
The location of the Vivian Mill is still visible as a flat piece of land at the base of the canyon. A rock wall near 
the Carson River bank at the eastern-most portion is visible, but no other extant buildings or structures were 
visible through the vegetation growing at the former location of the Vivian Mill. Though the mill site itself 
was not surveyed, it was concluded that its current location in the Carson River bed would have resulted in 
high levels of flooding and erosion both of the surface and the subsurface. 
  
On the opposite side of the river, below the modern road, which was the historic Virginia & Truckee railroad 
bed, the wooden foundations of the north portion of the bridge on the slope are still present. They are 
highly weathered and broken. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site was not surveyed due to physical restrictions of the site; however, the site was surveyed and 
determined eligible by Zier and Associates in 2007; please reference report 26OR305 for more information. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
8 Santiago Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The location of the Santiago Mill is within Brunskwick Canyon. To access the site travel east on Highway 50 
from Carson City, NV towards Dayton, NV. Turn right onto North Deer Run Road and then left onto 
Brunswick Canyon Road.   
 
The majority of the site is located at the base of the historic Virginia & Truckee railroad bed, which was 
converted into the modern road. Few artifacts or structural remains were found that indicate the presence 
of a historic mill. A rock lined ditch sitting behind the site and a portion of a historic wooden ore chute that 
once transported ore from the V&T to the mill are the only extant features on the hill slope below the V& T 
grade.  
 
Historic artifacts on site include bricks, ferrous pipe fragments, glass, ferrous cans, ferrous barrel stoves, and 
a variety of ceramics. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is located on the Carson River below the old Virginia & Truckee Railroad grade. There were no 
surface remains on the site, but the site was determined to be significant. The Santiago Mill contributes to 
the Comstock Fluctuations and Comstock Bonanza time periods, as it operated from 1862-1893. The site 
contributes to the broader themes of Mining and Milling with sub-themes of town site development in the 
Carson area and transportation, railroad. This site is recommended eligible for National Register status as it 
complies with Criterion A by association with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
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patterns of our history. This site has been determined eligible for National Register status complying with 
Criterion D as it is likely to yield information important to prehistory or history. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
9 Eureka Dayton Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
10 San Francisco Silver City Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
11 Atlantic 7 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 

 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
12 Franklin Dayton Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
13 Island Dayton Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
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Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
14 Ophir Silver City Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
15 Barton & Co Silver City Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
16 Sprouls Carson City Carson City (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
This site is located off of State Route 341. If you drive East on Highway 50 towards Dayton and turn left onto 
State Route 341. The site is located off the right hand side of State Route 341 just before The Dayton Toll 
Road and Silver City. There is nothing left of this site. It has been destroyed by modern or contemporary 
construction. It is currently located on a vacant lot in a suburban housing development. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; 
however, the site possesses very poor integrity on account of the dismantling of the mill and modern or 
contemporary construction. It is currently located on a vacant lot in a suburban housing development that 
has been leveled and filled. Historical research did not indicate this site’s association with the life or lives of 
a person or persons significant in our past, and thus we recommend it ineligible under Criterion B. Under 
Criterion C, it does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction, or 
that represent the work of a master, or that possesses high artistic values, or that represent a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. Given the scope of the 
development surrounding the site, there is little likelihood that there are subsurface materials associated 
with this site that could support its eligibility under Criterion D. 
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
17 Woodworth Dayton Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Woodworth Mill site is located off of State Route 341. Drive east on Highway 50 towards Dayton and 
turn left onto State Route 341. The site is located off the right hand side of State Route 341 just before The 
Dayton Toll Road and Silver City.  
 
Nothing remains of this site. It was converted into a soccer field in a housing sub-development. Paved roads, 
a public restroom, and private residences surround the site which is used heavily by surrounding residential 
property owners. Due to the efforts put into constructing the roads, houses, and fields, it is doubted that 
subsurface deposits remain. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. The historic background indicates that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; however, 
the site does lack integrity due to complete demolition, construction of housing development and play 
ground on site, etc. Historical research did not indicate this site’s association with the life or lives of a person 
or persons significant in our past, and thus we recommend it ineligible under Criterion B. Under Criterion C, 
it does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction, or that 
represent the work of a master, or that possesses high artistic values, or that represent a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. Given the scope of the 
development surrounding the site, there is little likelihood that there are subsurface materials associated 
with this site that could support its eligibility under  Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the 
scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
18 Daney Mound 

House 
Lyon (LM) BLM Eligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Daney Mill site is located off of State Route 341. Drive east on Highway 50 towards Dayton and turn left 
onto State Route 341. The site is located off the right hand side of State Route 341 just before The Dayton 
Toll Road and Silver City.  
 
There is nothing left of the Daney Mill. Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Daney Mill 
point or the Daneyville town site in the survey area. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered eligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. The historic background indicates that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the site was 
a remarkably complex construction at its time, with many associated homes and outbuildings, as well as an 
entire settlement. Historical research indicates that the site was associated with J.C. Caldwell, a significant 
person in the early history of the Comstock, and could be eligible then under Criteria B through this 
association. The scale of the site, with its associated housing, and, indeed, as part of a town, could also be 
considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of 
the period present at the site, particularly as a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may 
lack individual distinction. Although nothing stands on the site today, the location of the site on a floodplain 
suggests a high possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since 
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subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. Despite the 
remarkable history of the site, the site today lacks integrity across location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
19 Dana Mound 

House 
Lyon (LM) BLM Ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Dana Mill site is located off of State Route 341. Drive east on Highway 50 towards Dayton and turn left 
onto State Route 341. The site is located off the right hand side of State Route 341 just before The Dayton 
Toll Road and Silver City.  
A divided and eroded water-borne layer of tailings may represent the historic location of the Dana Mill. Few 
artifacts or structural remains were found at the Dana Mill point. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. Although the mill possessed 15 stamps and has a documented history, when compared to other 
mills of comparable time period, this mill was not substantial or important, in the history of mining and 
milling in the Comstock or Nevada. We recommend that it is ineligible under Criterion A. We also 
recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; even though there is known association with a Mr. McMurchie, 
he is not a significant person at the regional or national level. We also find that there is no evidence that the 
site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known what form the buildings and associated structures might 
have taken, given the dearth of associated documentary evidence. Finally, although nothing stands on the 
site today, there may be buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since 
subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. In addition, the site 
today lacks integrity of across location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
20 Spring Valley Virginia City Storey (LM) BLM Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Spring Valley Mill site is located just on the outside of west Dayton, off of Highway 50 on the right hand 
side, if you are traveling east, inside a new housing development named The Santa Maria Ranch luxury 
homes.  
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Spring Valley Mill site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. We recommend that it is ineligible under Criterion A, even although the mill is known to have 
possessed 10 stamps and processed 2.565 tons of ore yielding $79,535, the integrity of the site is very poor. 
We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no known significant people associated with 
the mill. We also find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known 
what form the buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of associated 
documentary evidence. Finally, although nothing stands on the site today, there may be buried deposits that 
could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this 
project, these materials are unevaluated. In addition, the site today lacks integrity of across location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
21 Winters Dayton Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Winters Mill site is located just outside of west Dayton off of Highway 50 on the right hand side of the 
road if you are traveling east, off Pradere Road.  
  
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Winters Mill point. This is a modern ranching and 
logging/lumber operation. The owners of this property also dump trash on the site. As a result, there is a 
high level of integrity loss, both on the surface and subsurface. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. Although the site was recorded in 1866 and was known to process ore from Churchill County, when 
compared to other mills of comparable time period, this mill was neither particularly substantial or 
important in the history of mining and milling in the Comstock or Nevada. We recommend that it is ineligible 
under Criterion A. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no known associated 
people with the mill based on the documentary evidence. We also find that there is no evidence that the 
site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known what form the buildings and associated structures might 
have taken, given the dearth of associated documentary evidence. Finally, although nothing stands on the 
site today, there may be buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, since it is located 
on a floodplain but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are 
unevaluated. In addition, the site today lacks integrity of across location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association on account of its use as a modern ranch and logging/lumber 
operation. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
22 Logan & Holmes Dayton Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Logan & Holmes Mill site is located just outside of west Dayton off of Highway 50 on the right hand side 
of the road if you are traveling east, off Pradere Road.  
 
A few large, wooden railroad ties are present on the Logan & Holmes Mill site, but nothing else suggests that 
any historic activity took place on this site. This is a modern ranching and logging/lumber operation. The 
owners of this property also dump trash on the site. As a result, there is a high level of integrity loss, both on 
the surface and subsurface. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The historic background indicates that the Logan & Holmes Mill is potentially eligible under Criterion A; the 
mill was constructed in October 1859, and, as noted above, may have been the very first mill on the 
Comstock. The mill was the location for testing the ore from the surface of the Comstock Lode as an 
experiment. The unique history and its role as a primary location for the exploitation of resources in the 
Comstock would support its eligibility under Criterion A. In addition, the mill could also be eligible under 
Criterion B for its association with Logan and Holmes, early investors on the Comstock. The physical 
components of this early mill also support the site’s eligibility under Criterion C, as there would be 
considerable evidence of the very earliest Comstock milling technology associated with the earliest phases 
of the site. Of note would be the Union Foundry stamps from San Francisco. In addition, the mill reflects the 
changing technology associated with the development of the Comstock, as the mill shifted from horse 
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power to water power. Although nothing stands on the site today, the location of the site on a floodplain 
suggests a high possibility of buried deposits that could support it’s eligibility under Criterion D, but since 
subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. Despite the 
importance of this site as one of the first Comstock Mills, the site has lost its integrity. The multiple 
construction episodes in the 19th century may have 
destroyed the earliest components of the Logan and Holmes site. In addition, modern development and  use 
of the site as an active lumber and ranching site as well as its use as a modern ranch have impacted the sites 
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. Because of the impacts of these 
events, we recommend the site ineligible for National Register status. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
23 Kustel & Winters Dayton Lyon (ST) State Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Kustel & Winters Mill site is located just outside of west Dayton off of Highway 50 on the left hand side 
of the road if you are traveling east, in Dayton Community Park. 
 
While there are definite signs of an anthropogenically altered landscape, including a ditch on the top of the 
hill, to the west of the site, and a rock retaining wall with ferrous, possibly iron, rods holding the wall in 
place, there are no signs that these are related to the Kustel & Winters Mill. The ditch described in an IMACS 
form from a 1987 survey of the area was relocated. Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the 
Kustel & Winters Mill point. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Kustel and Winters Mill is recommended as ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion 
in the Comstock Historic District, on account of a lack of integrity. Although the mill is known to  have 
possessed 15 stamps in 1868, its history is somewhat difficult to tease out, given that several mills may have 
stood on the property at different times. Nonetheless, it is likely that the site at various times held an array 
of different technologies, reflective of changing modes of metal processing on the Comstock. We 
recommend that it is eligible under Criterion A. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; even 
though there is known association with a several Comstock people, they are not significant people at the 
regional or national level. We also find the site would be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be 
considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as a an example of 
the evolution of mining technology through time. Although nothing stands on the site today, the location of 
the site on a floodplain suggests a high possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under 
Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are 
unevaluated. Despite the known history of the site, it has lost its integrity. The multiple construction 
episodes in the 19th century may have destroyed the earliest components of the site. In addition, the site is 
currently in use as a public park which has impacted the site’s location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. Because of the impacts of these events, we recommend the site 
ineligible for National Register status. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
24 French’s Dayton Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
     
The French’s Mill site is located just outside of west Dayton off of Highway 50 on the right hand side of the 
road if you are traveling east, off Pradere Road.  
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Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the French’s mill point. The land on which is stood is now 
ranch land, used for sheep grazing, and the current location of Highway 50. As a result, there is a high level 
of integrity loss. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. Although the mill is documented on some early maps, when compared to other mills of comparable 
time period, this mill was neither particularly substantial or important in the history of mining and milling 
in the Comstock or Nevada. We recommend that it is ineligible under Criterion A. We also recommend it is 
ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people associated with it. We also find that there is 
no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known what form the buildings and 
associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of associated documentary evidence. Finally, 
although nothing stands on the site today, the location of the site on a floodplain suggests a high possibility 
of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside 
the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
25 Aurora Dayton Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
26 Birdsall Dayton Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. But in Reno et al 2001, the mill was evaluated and 
tested by Reno et al 2001, and “was not regarded as significant” (Reno et al. 2001: 3.1). Although the mill 
has a well-documented history, preservation of the mill was poor (Reno et al. 2001: 3.1). We recommend 
that it is ineligible under Criterion A. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B, as it is not 
associated with significant people. We also find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under 
Criterion C, as it is not known what form the buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the 
dearth of associated documentary evidence. Finally, testing by Reno et al in 2001 revealed that there were 
no significant remains below the ground surface (2001: 3.1). The site today lacks integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
27 Lyon Dayton Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Lyon Mill site is located just outside of west Dayton off of Highway 50, on the left hand side of Highway 
50 if you are traveling east. 
 
Artifacts found on the site included metal rods, window glass fragments, and brick piles, which were located 
on a flattened area to the west of a modern house. Some artifact scatter also exists downslope to the south 
in a ditch. While these are historical artifacts, there is no evidence that they are related to milling activity, 
and no structural remains of the Lyon Mill are extant on the site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. As Reno et al. 2001 describe in their report on excavations of the mill, “[The Lyon Mill] has been 
extensively analyzed here [i.e., in the report], from an archaeological perspective and subsequently has been 
mostly demolished by project-related excavation and slope recontouring” (Reno et al. 2001; 4.85). The site 
has been destroyed, and although the mill at one time was an important site, today there are no remains 
left to be able to consider it eligible under any National Register criteria. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
28 Sweet Apple Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Sweet Apple Mill site is located just outside of west Dayton off of Highway 50 on the left hand side of 
Highway 50 if you are traveling east.  
  
The Sweet Apple Mill site has been paved over to construct a parking lot, gas station, and drive-through fast 
food restaurant. No artifacts or structures remain. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. The mill was evaluated and tested by Reno et al 2001, and “was not regarded as significant” (Reno 
et al. 2001: 3.1). Although the mill has a well-documented history, preservation of the mill was poor (Reno 
et al. 2001: 3.1). We recommend that it is ineligible under Criterion A. We also recommend it is ineligible 
under Criterion B, as it is not associated with significant people. We also find that there is no evidence that 
the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known what form the buildings and associated structures 
might have taken, given the dearth of associated documentary evidence. Finally, testing by Reno et al in 
2001 revealed that there were no significant remains below the groundsurface (2001: 3.1).The site today 
lacks integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
29 Keller & Co Dayton Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
This site is located just outside of Western Dayton off of Highway 50. The site is on the left hand side of 
Highway 50 if you are traveling East.  
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There is nothing left of the Keller and Co Mill Site. One rock wall built into the slope near the river bank 
exists, but the construction date is unknown and the wall lacks integrity. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. The mill was evaluated and tested by Reno et al 2001, and “was not regarded as significant” (Reno 
et al. 2001: 3.1). Although the mill has a well-documented history, preservation of the mill was poor (Reno 
et al. 2001: 3.1). We recommend that it is ineligible under Criterion A. We also recommend it is ineligible 
under Criterion B, as it is not associated with significant people. We also find that there is no evidence that 
the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known what form the buildings and associated structures 
might have taken, given the dearth of associated documentary evidence. Finally, testing by Reno et al in 
2001 revealed that there were no significant remains below groundsurface (2001: 3.1). The site today lacks 
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
30 Hunts Dayton Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
31 Solomon & Davis Dayton Lyon (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Solomon and Davis Mill site is located just outside of west Dayton off of Highway 50 on the right hand 
side of Highway 50, if you are traveling east. 
  
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Solomon and Davis Mill Site. Additionally, highly 
overgrown grasses predominate the site and prevent surface survey for smaller material remains. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed around 1861, and was one of the first mills on the Comstock. The unique history and its role as 
an early location for the exploitation of resources and early adoption of steam power on the Comstock 
would support its eligibility under Criterion A. We recommend it as eligible under Criterion B; as it was 
owned and operated by the H.H. Bancroft & Company, responsible for for later significant contributions to 
western history. This site represents some of the earliest endeavors on the Comstock. Of note is the fact 
that the mill was moved in 1862. The physical components of this early mill also support the site’s eligibility 
under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of the early Comstock milling technology. 
Although nothing stands on the site today, the location of the site on a floodplain suggests a high possibility 
of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside 
the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Despite the importance of this site as one of the first Comstock mills to use steam power, the above ground 
components of the mill have lost their integrity. There is nothing remaining on the surface that reflects its 
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history and the early components of milling technology. Nonetheless, its early destruction and continued 
demarcation on later maps, its location on the river and a suspected lack of significant earth moving activity, 
suggest that although they are unevaluated, there is significant potential for the site to contain buried 
deposits. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
32 Sutro Dayton Lyon (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Sutro Mill site is located in west Dayton off of Highway 50 the right hand side of Highway 50 if you are 
traveling east.  
 
The site of the Sutro Mill is now a picnic area adjacent to a modern gas station. Few artifacts or structural 
remains were found at the Sutro and the area is now covered with imported river rock and is adjacent to an 
asphalt parking lot and driveway. As a result, there is a high level of integrity loss to all above ground 
remains. It is located in the floodplain, and thus, there may be buried deposits even though there are none 
remaining on the surface. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The historic background indicates that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed in October 1861, and was one of the first mills on the Comstock. The unique history and its role 
as an early location for the exploitation of resources and early adoption of steam power on the Comstock 
would support its eligibility under Criterion A. We recommend it as eligible under Criterion B; as it was 
owned and operated by Adolph Sutro, the person responsible for the Sutro Tunnel and for later significant 
contributions to western history. This site represents his earliest endeavor on the Comstock. Of note is the 
fact that the mill burned in 1863 and Sutro was suspected of arson, though he was never convicted. The 
physical components of this early mill also support the site’s eligibility under Criterion C, as there would be 
considerable evidence of the early Comstock milling technology. Although nothing stands on the site today, 
the location of the site on a floodplain suggests a high possibility of buried deposits that could support its 
eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials 
are unevaluated. 
Despite the importance of this site as one of the first Comstock mills to use steam power, the above ground 
components of the mill have lost their integrity. There is nothing remaining on the surface that reflects its 
history and the early components of milling technology. Nonetheless, its early destruction and continued 
demarcation on later maps, its location on the river and a suspected lack of significant earth moving activity, 
suggest that although they are unevaluated, there is significant potential for the site to contain buried 
deposits.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
33 Davis Cyanide Silver City Lyon (CO) County Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Davis Cyanide Mill site is located in west Dayton off of Highway 50 on the right hand side of Highway 50 
if you are traveling east.  
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Davis Cyanide Mill exist on the surface. A community 
garden store and its adjacent parking lot have been constructed on the site. 
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Eligibility Information 
The historic background indicates that the Davis Cyanide Mill is potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill 
was expanded in 1903 and is one of the first mills to use cyanide in the milling process. The history of the 
mill and its early adoption of the use of cyanide on the Comstock would support its eligibility under Criterion 
A. We recommend it as eligible under Criterion B; as it was operated by Alfred Merritt Smith, and important 
figure on the Comstock in the early 20th century. The physical components of this mill also support the site’s 
eligibility under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of the early use of cyanide milling 
technology. Although nothing stands on the site today, the location of the site on a floodplain suggests a 
high possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface 
testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
Despite the importance of this site as a locale of the use of cyanide in milling on the Comstock, the site has 
lost its integrity. The construction of the modern building may impacted the integrity of the site. Because of 
such impacts, we recommend the site ineligible for National Register status. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
34 Gammons Dayton Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
35 Mineral Rapids Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
36 Illinois Dayton Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Illinois site is located in east Dayton off of Highway 50 on the left hand side of the road if you are 
traveling east.  
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Illinois Mill. 
 
Eligibility Information 
Historic background indicates that the Illinois Mill is potentially eligible under Criterion A; the site was an 
expensive and large mill for the time of its construction in 1861. By 1870, the mill had 20 stamps, and 
reflects the intensity of mining and milling in this period on the Comstock. Historical research indicates that 
the site was associated with a number of important people on the early Comstock—A. Kustel served as 
superintendent and William Sharon was the agent in 1896—and could be eligible, then under Criteria B 
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through this association. The scale of the site, as an example of the mining technology developed on the 
Comstock, could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be considerable 
evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. Although nothing stands on the 
site today, the location of the site on a floodplain suggests a high possibility of buried deposits that could 
support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, 
these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
37 Rocky Point Gold Hill Storey (ST) State Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Rocky Point Mill site is a current state park located in east Dayton on the left hand side of Highway 50 if 
you are traveling east. 
 
Portions of Rocky Point Mill's foundations are still standing and consist of five features. Feature 37-1 is 
blackened shallow workings carved into the rock on which the Rocky Point Mill is built. It was used in 
conjunction with heat is some way as it has a blackened roof. It may have been a powder magazine or 
charcoal manufacturing location. 
  
Feature 37-2, similar to Feature 37-1, is also a shallow cave carved into the rock with a brick archway over 
the door and a wooden door frame with two small glass windows. A concrete foundation sits outside the 
cave. It may possibly have been storage space for the mill building.  
 
Feature 37-3 is a concrete stamp foundation with ferrous bolts and wooden beams in between the concrete 
slabs. Stone walls are located on either side. Each cement slab has two rows of four ferrous, threaded bolts 
on the top and the wooden beams have two rows of two bolts.  
 
Feature 37-4 consists of concrete foundations built into the hillside with one row of ferrous, threaded bolts 
in each slab of concrete.  
 
Finally, Feature 37-5 is a concrete holding tank for water or cyanide. It is located on the top of the hill, above 
the other features. The outside is covered in plaster and a ferrous pipe protrudes from the base of the south 
side. The east side has a non-ferrous pipe at the base and a ferrous pipe at the top of the tower pointing 
downwards with two ferrous rods holding up the concrete in which the pipe is in.  
      
Numerous rock walls are also present at the site, holding up the eroding hillslope. There are no historic 
artifacts on-site, but there is a historic scatter to the southwest of the site on top of the hill that may 
indicate the location of a supervisor's house, boarding house, or some other domestic structure, but this 
portion lacks integrity as it cannot be confirmed to be associated with the mill and modern trash is also 
heavily present. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Rocky Point Mill is recommended as eligible for the National Register under criteria A and D. The 
integrity of the site is only fair, and the visible remains are of varying levels of deterioration. There are, 
however, some features on the surface that indicate the site’s association with the Virginia & Truckee 
Railroad and the Comstock Historic Period: the visible presence of the mill foundation, the intact bridge and 
submerged parts of the dam. We recommend, therefore, that the site be considered eligible for National 
Register status as it complies with Criterion A by association with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. The Rocky Point Mill site is a current state park located in 
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east Dayton on the left hand side of Highway 50 if you are traveling east. Portions of Rocky Point Mill's 
foundations are still standing and consist of five features. Feature 37-1 is blackened shallow workings carved 
into the rock on which the Rocky Point Mill is built. It was used in conjunction with heat is some way as it has 
a blackened roof. It may have been a powder magazine or charcoal manufacturing location. Feature 37-2, 
similar to Feature 37-1, is also a shallow cave carved into the rock with a brick archway over the door and a 
wooden door frame with two small glass windows. A concrete foundation sits outside the cave. It may 
possibly have been storage space for the mill building. Feature 37-3 is a concrete stamp foundation with 
ferrous bolts and wooden beams in between the concrete slabs. Stone walls are located on either side. Each 
cement slab has two rows of four ferrous, threaded bolts on the top and the wooden beams have two rows 
of two bolts. Feature 37-4 consists of concrete foundations built into the hillside with one row of ferrous, 
threaded bolts in each slab of concrete. Finally, Feature 37-5 is a concrete holding tank for water or cyanide. 
It is located on the top of the hill, above the other features. The outside is covered in plaster and a ferrous 
pipe protrudes from the base of the south side. The east side has a non-ferrous pipe at the base and a 
ferrous pipe at the top of the tower pointing downwards with two ferrous rods holding up the concrete in 
which the pipe is in. Numerous rock walls are also present at the site, holding up the eroding hillslope. There 
are no historic artifacts on-site, but there is a historic scatter to the southwest of the site on top of the hill 
that may indicate the location of a supervisor's house, boarding house, or some other domestic structure, 
but this portion lacks integrity as it cannot be definitively tied to the mill and modern trash is also heavily 
present. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
38 Freeborn & 

Sheldon 
Dayton Lyon (ST) State Eligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Freeborn & Sheldon Mill site is located in a Dayton, NV state park on the right hand side of the road if 
you are traveling east.  
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Freeborn and Sheldon Mill. A flattened track, possibly 
the location of a historic road or railroad bed, and a ditch, possibly natural or possibly the historically-
documented ditch constructed for the mill, are both extant on the surface and may be related to the mill. 
Both run northwest to southwest. There is, however, no way to date either of these adjacent features or 
definitively tie them to the mill. There is also evidence of a proscribed burn that was conducted within the 
past three years. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The historic background indicates that the Freeborn & Sheldon Mill may be potentially eligible under 
Criterion A; the mill was constructed before 1861, and was a large, expensive, and very active mill during its 
short-lived period of operation. The unique history and its role as an early location for the exploitation of 
resources and use of water power on the Comstock would support its eligibility under Criterion A. We 
recommend it as eligible under Criterion B; as it was owned and operated by Mark Sheldon and William 
Freeborn and later by J.S. Akin served as superintendent. The physical components of this early mill also 
support the site’s eligibility under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of the early 
Comstock milling technology, including the use of a ditch and tailrace to bring water to the mill. There are 
remains of what may be the historical ditch present at the site. The location of the site on a floodplain 
suggests a high possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since 
subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. Despite the 
importance of this site as an early and active mill, with the exception of the ditch and a possible historic 
road, the above ground components of the mill have lost their integrity. Nonetheless, its early destruction 
and continued demarcation on later maps, its location on the river and a suspected lack of significant earth 
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moving activity, suggest that although they are unevaluated, there is significant potential for the site to 
contain buried deposits. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
39 Succor Virginia Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Succor Mill site is located in a Dayton, NV state park on the right hand side of the road if you are 
traveling east.  
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Succor mill point. It is located in the floodplain, and 
thus, there may be buried deposits even though there are none remaining on the surface. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. Although the mill is known to have possessed 15 stamps and has a documented history, when 
compared to other mills of comparable time period, this mill was neither particularly substantial nor 
important in the history of mining and milling in the Comstock or Nevada. We recommend that it is ineligible 
under Criterion A. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; even though there its ownership is 
known, the people associated with the mill are not significant at the regional or national level. We also find 
that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known what form the buildings 
and associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of associated documentary evidence. Finally, 
although nothing stands on the site today, there may be buried deposits that could support its eligibility 
under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are 
unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
40 Gautier Dayton Lyon (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Gautier Mill site is located in a Dayton, NV state park on the right hand side of the road if you are 
traveling east. 
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Gautier mill point. It is located in the floodplain, and 
thus, there may be buried deposits even though there are none remaining on the surface. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The historic background indicates that the Gautier Mill may be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill 
was constructed before 1862, and used the unique Gautier process (named after its superintendent) during 
its short-lived period of operation. The unique history and its role as an early location for the exploitation of 
resources and use of water power on the Comstock would support its eligibility under Criterion A. We 
recommend it as eligible under Criterion B; as it was owned and operated by L.P. Gautier, along with H.V. 
McCullough. The physical components of this early mill also support the site’s eligibility under Criterion C, as 
there would be considerable evidence of the early Comstock milling technology, including the use of a mile-
long ditch to bring water to the mill. The location of the site on a floodplain suggests a high possibility of 
buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the 
scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
Despite the importance of this site as an early and innovative mill, the above ground components of the mill 
have lost their integrity. Nonetheless, there is significant potential for the site to contain buried deposits.  
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
41 Frothingham & Co Dayton Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
42 Desert Tailings Dayton Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
43 Carson Valley 

Tailings 
Dayton Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Carson Valley Tailings Mill site is located off River Road in Dayton, NV, on the right hand side of the road 
if you are traveling east.  
     
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Carson Valley Tailings Mill. The area has been 
developed to accommodate a livestock operation. In addition, the Carson River has shifted since the mill’s 
period of operation which may have contributed to site destruction or obscured its original location. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The historic background indicates that the Carson Valley Tailings Site is potentially eligible under Criterion A; 
the mill is known to have existed in 1869, and by 1871 the mill was substantial, with a building and 500-ton 
capacity. As such, its role as a tailings mill is important as an example of the increase in commercial activity 
on the Comstock resulting from the exploitation of tailings. Tailings working became an important mining 
activity in the late 1870s, and the mill contributes to the Comstock Fluctuations period, particularly as it is an 
early example of the exploitation of tailings, which would support its eligibility under Criterion A. We 
recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there is no known association with significant people. The 
physical components of the mill also support the site’s eligibility under Criterion C, as there would be 
considerable evidence of the early Comstock milling technology as they would be related to tailings working. 
Although nothing stands on the site today, the location of the site on a floodplain suggests a high possibility 
of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside 
the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
Despite the importance of this site as an example of the tailings working process, the above ground 
components of the mill have lost their integrity. The site has been developed to accommodate a livestock 
operation, and thus integrity relating to location, feeling, materials, and association have been lost. Thus, 
based on our survey, we do not recommend the site as eligible for inclusion on the National Register.  
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
44 Osgood Washoe City Washoe (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
 
The Osgood Mill site is located off of the Dayton Toll Road just northwest of Dayton.  
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Osgood Mill Site, although the surface soil appears to 
consist of washed-out and dispersed tailings piles. This conclusion was drawn as the on-site soils are thicker 
and heavier than the soils around the site and nothing is growing in the mill site soils. 
 
Eligibility Information 
 
The Osgood Mill site is located off of the Dayton Toll Road just northwest of Dayton. 
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Osgood Mill Site, although the surface soil appears to 
consist of washed-out and dispersed tailings piles. This conclusion was drawn as the on-site soils are thicker 
and heavier than the soils around the site and nothing is growing in the mill site soils. The presence of 
multiple tailings piles suggests extensive milling activity. Project staff suspect that artifacts may exist below 
the surface, therefore, further investigation may warrant eligibility for inclusion within the Comstock 
Historical District. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
45 Metallurgical 

Works 
Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Metallurgical Works Mill site is located off of the Dayton Toll Road just northwest of Dayton. 
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Metallurgical Works Mill. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. We recommend that it is ineligible under Criterion A, even although the mill is known to have 
possessed 15 stamps, the integrity of the site is very poor. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion 
B; there are no known significant people associated with the mill. We also find that there is no evidence that 
the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known what form the buildings and associated structures 
might have taken, given the dearth of associated documentary evidence. Finally, although nothing stands¡ 
on the site today, there may be buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since 
subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. In addition, the site 
today lacks integrity of across location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
46 Golden Eagle Dayton Lyon (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Gold Eagle Mill site is located off of the Dayton Toll Road.  
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Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Golden Eagle mill point. Although nothing stands on 
the site today, buried deposits could be present, but subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, 
and these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The historic background indicates that the Golden Eagle Mill is potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill 
was constructed in 1861, and in 1866 it possessed ten stamps and a 16 ton capacity, increasing to 18 tons by 
1867. The history and its role as an early location for the exploitation of resources through steam and water 
power on the Comstock would support its eligibility under Criterion A. We recommend it is ineligible under 
Criterion B; even though there is known association with a several Comstock people, they are not significant 
people at the regional or national level. The physical components of this early mill also support the site’s 
eligibility under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of the early Comstock milling 
technology, though the lack of any remaining structures indicates that its integrity has been compromised. 
Of note would be the transition from steam to water, and of its use of Knox pans. Although nothing stands 
on the site today, buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface 
testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. Although there may be buried 
components present on the site, recommend that the site is ineligible for inclusion on the National Register 
based on our assessed evidence. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
47 Barrys 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 

 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
48 Kenny Dayton Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
49 Van Horns Dayton Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Van Horns Mill site is located off of the Dayton Toll Road. 
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Van Horns mill point. Buried deposits could be present, 
but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
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Eligibility Information 
The historic background indicates that the mill is potentially eligible under Criterion A; it is known that the 
mill was constructed by 1862, and by 1863 a large ditch was constructed to bring water to power the mill. By 
1865 the mill may have expanded into two mills, since two are mentioned at the site. The history and its role 
as an early location for the exploitation of resources through water power on the Comstock would support 
its eligibility under Criterion A, particularly in relation to both the Comstock Bonanza and Comstock 
Fluctuations Periods. The lack of integrity of all remains, however, has compromised its integrity. We 
recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; even though there is known association with a several 
Comstock people, they are not significant people at the regional or national level. The physical components 
of this early mill also support the site’s eligibility under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence 
of the early Comstock milling technology, though the lack of any remaining structures indicates that its 
integrity has been compromised. Of note would be the machinery of the mill itself, including stamps, pans, 
and associated features. Although nothing stands on the site today, buried deposits could support its 
eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials 
are unevaluated. 
The integrity of location, feeling, and materials, and setting of the mill have been compromised. Although 
there may be buried components present on the site, we recommend that the site is ineligible for inclusion 
on the National Register for lack of integrity based on our assessed evidence. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
50 McDonalds Dayton Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The McDonalds site is located off of the Dayton Toll Road.  
     
The site sits on a hill slope with significant ground disturbance and nothing associated with the McDonald's 
mill point. Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the point. Pedestrian survey identified a rock 
stack with three tie-downs and a modern fence with milled wood and wire nails, which lies outside the mill 
timeline. Given the degree to which the ground has been disturbed, and the sandy soil is considerably 
churned up, there is little likelihood that there are subsurface materials associated with this site that could 
support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, 
these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. Although the mill possesses a known history, when compared to other mills of comparable time 
period, this mill was neither particularly substantial or important in the history of mining and milling in the 
Comstock or Nevada. In addition, the site possesses very poor integrity on account the dismantling of the 
mill and modern ground disturbance. Historical research did not indicate this site’s association with the life 
or lives of a person or persons significant in our past, and thus we recommend it ineligible under Criterion B. 
Under Criterion C, it does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of 
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possesses high artistic values, or that represent 
a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. Given the scope 
degree to which the ground has been disturbed, and the sandy soil is considerably churned up, there is little 
likelihood that there are subsurface materials associated with this site that could support its eligibility under 
Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are 
unevaluated. 
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
51 Weston and Co Dayton Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Weston & Co Mill site is located off of the Dayton Toll Road.  
  
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Weston and Co mill point, either due to dismantling or 
erosion. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The historic background indicates that the mill is potentially eligible under Criterion A; it is known that the 
mill was constructed by 1862, and by 1863 a large ditch was constructed to bring water to power the mill. By 
1865 the mill expanded into two mills. The history and its role as an early location for the exploitation of 
resources through water power on the Comstock would support its eligibility under Criterion A, particularly 
in relation to both the Comstock Bonanza and Comstock Fluctuations Periods. The lack of integrity of all 
remains, however, has compromised its integrity. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; even 
though there is known association with a several Comstock people, they are not significant people at the 
regional or national level. The physical components of this early mill also support the site’s eligibility under 
Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of the early Comstock milling technology, though the 
lack of any remaining structures indicates that its integrity has been compromised. Of note would be the 
machinery of the mill itself, including stamps, pans, and associated features. Although nothing stands on the 
site today, buried deposits could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is 
outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
The integrity of location, feeling, and materials, and setting of the mill have been compromised. Although 
there may be buried components present on the site, we recommend that the site is ineligible for inclusion 
on the National Register for lack of integrity based on our assessed evidence. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
52 Cole Dayton Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Cole Mill is located off of the Dayton Toll Road, approximately half-way between Silver City and Dayton. 
To access the site, one drives South East from the Silver City down State Route 341, and turns left onto the 
Dayton Toll Road. Following the toll road East for several miles, the site is located on the right-hand side of 
the road. No evidence of the mill site structure or foundations remain on the surface. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District on account of its present lack of integrity. The historic background would indicate that the mill is 
potentially eligible under Criterion A; it is known that the mill was constructed by 1864, by 1865 it was 
powered by water and possessed five stamps, and by 1866 it had converted to steam power. The history 
and its role as an early location for the exploitation of resources through water power on the Comstock 
would support its eligibility under Criterion A, particularly in relation to both the Comstock Bonanza and 
Comstock Fluctuations Periods. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; even though there is known 
association with a several Comstock people, they are not significant people at the regional or national level. 
The physical components of this early mill also support the site’s eligibility under Criterion C, as there would 
be considerable evidence of the early Comstock milling technology, though the lack of any remaining 
structures indicates that its integrity has been compromised. Of note would be the machinery of the mill 
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itself, including stamps, pans, and associated features. Although nothing stands on the site today, buried 
deposits could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of 
this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
The integrity of location, feeling, and materials, and setting of the mill have been compromised. Although 
there may be buried components present on the site, we recommend that the site is ineligible for inclusion 
on the National Register for lack of integrity based on our assessed evidence. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
53 Atlanta Dayton Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
54 Monitor Gold Hill Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
55 Sacramento 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 

 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
56 Exelsior Mound 

House 
Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Excelsior Mill site is located off of the Dayton Toll Road, closer to Silver City than Dayton.  
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Excelsior Mill point. Numerous impacting agents have 
obscured and destroyed the site. Impacts to the site include the modern deposition of tailings piles, a 
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stream channel running through the site, modern off-road two-track trails, and recreational shooting, as 
evidenced by shell casings and clay pigeon pieces. Nearby homeowners are the most likely users of the land. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District on account of its present lack of integrity. The historic background would indicate that the mill is 
potentially eligible under Criterion A; it is known that the mill was constructed by 1861, and was steam 
powered, with a large engine built by the Vulcan Iron Works of San Francisco. By 1862 the mill converted to 
water power, an hada 20 Hungarian pans and ten stamps as well as the ability to power many more. A large 
ditch was constructed to bring water to the mill. The history of the mill and its role as an early location for 
the exploitation of resources through water power on the Comstock would support its eligibility under 
Criterion A, particularly in relation to both the Comstock Bonanza and Comstock Fluctuations Periods, since 
it continued to work until at least 1883. We recommend it as eligible under Criterion B; as the foreman of 
the mill, T.P. Mack, was nominated as a senate candidate in 1880. The physical components of this early mill 
also support the site’s eligibility under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of the early 
Comstock milling technology, though the lack of any remaining structures indicates that its integrity has 
been compromised. Of note would be the machinery of the mill itself, including stamps, pans, and 
associated features, such as the large ditch used to transport water. Although nothing stands on the site 
today, buried deposits could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside 
the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
The integrity of location, feeling, and materials, and setting of the mill have been compromised. Although 
there may be buried components present on the site, we recommend that the site is ineligible for inclusion 
on the National Register for lack of integrity based on our assessed evidence. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
57 Briggs Mound 

House 
Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Briggs Mill site is located off of the Dayton Toll Road, closer to Silver City than Dayton.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Briggs Mill. Some historic scatter is still extant at the 
site, including ferrous cans, glass fragments, and ceramic sherds. Additionally, some rock formations, 
possibly anthropogenic, and an adjacent wash may be evidence of the placer milling occurred at the Briggs 
Mill. Due to the poor condition of the site, however, it is impossible to definitively tie the artifacts or the 
features to the mill and there is nothing to suggest these archaeological remains are related to milling. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. Although the mill is known to have possessed 15 stamps and has a documented history, when 
compared to other mills of comparable time period, this mill was neither particularly substantial or 
important in the history of mining and milling in the Comstock or Nevada. We recommend that it is ineligible 
under Criterion A. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no known people 
associated with the mill that are significant at the regional or national level. We also find that there is no 
evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known what form the buildings and associated 
structures might have taken, given the dearth of associated documentary evidence. Finally, although 
nothing stands on the site today, there may be buried deposits that could support its eligibility under 
Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are 
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unevaluated. In addition, the site today lacks integrity of across location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
58 Humphrey’s Mound 

House 
Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Humphreys Mill site is located off of the Dayton Toll Road, closer to Silver City than Dayton. 
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Humphreys Mill. A thin layer of artifacts scattered 
across the hill slope was the only archaeological resources found. The vast majority of the artifacts were 
glass, including amber, olive, aqua, colorless window, and ceramics. Oyster shells and rice bowl bases 
described in the 1981 survey report were searched for but not relocated. 
      
This site, based on artifact assessment and the physical location and landscape of this datum, is a more likely 
location for the Swansea (#59), which was also known as the Humphreys Mill, than the site datum provided 
for that mill. 
 
Eligibility Information 
Although this site is has a complex and important history, the Humphrey’s Mill, also known as the Swansea 
Mill, is recommended ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District, on account of a lack of integrity. 
 
The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed in 1862 for $60,000 and held 12 stamps and was in operation through 1876, at which time it 
was powered by a steam engine. The machinery was from the Pacific Foundry in San Francisco. The mill was 
removed to Bodie, California in 1878. The unique history of the mill and its role as a primary location for the 
exploitation of resources in the Comstock would support its eligibility under Criterion A. The relocation of 
the mill to Bodie California also speaks to its eligibility under this criterion. In addition, the mill could also be 
eligible under Criterion B for its association with several Comstock figures, J. Tregloan, Sam Johns, and, later, 
Colonel C.C. Stevenson. The physical components of this early mill would support the site’s eligibility under 
Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of Comstock milling technology. Of note would be the 
Pacific Foundry stamps from San Francisco. Since it is known that the mill was dismantled and removed to 
California in 1878, the integrity of location, setting, and association are severely compromised.  In addition, 
the mill reflects the changing technology associated with the development of the Comstock, as the mill 
shifted from horse power to water power. Nothing stands on the site today, but the location of buried 
deposits could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of 
this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
59 Swansea Silver City Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Swansea Mill site is located off of the Dayton Toll Road, closer to Silver City than Dayton.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found that indicate the Swansea Mill was here or that milling 
operations took place on site.  
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Based on historical research and surveys of Humphreys Mill, the Swansea Mill, which was also known as the 
Humphrey’s Mill, was possibly located at the datum provided for Humphreys Mill (#58). 
 
Eligibility Information 
Although this site is has a complex and important history, the Swansea Mill is recommended ineligible for 
the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic District, on account of a lack of 
integrity. 
The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed in 1862 for $60,000 and held 12 stamps and was in operation through 1876, at which time it 
was powered by a steam engine. The machinery was from the Pacific Foundry in San Francisco. The mill was 
removed to Bodie, California in 1878. The unique history of the mill and its role as a primary location for the 
exploitation of resources in the Comstock would support its eligibility under Criterion A. The relocation of 
the mill to Bodie California also speaks to its eligibility under this criterion. In addition, the mill could also be 
eligible under Criterion B for its association with several Comstock figures, J. Tregloan, Sam Johns, and, later, 
Colonel C.C. Stevenson. The physical components of this early mill would support the site’s eligibility under 
Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of Comstock milling technology. Of note would be the 
Pacific Foundry stamps from San Francisco. Since it is known that the mill was dismantled and removed to 
California in 1878, the integrity of location, setting, and association are severely compromised.  In addition, 
the mill reflects the changing technology associated with the development of the Comstock, as the mill 
shifted from horse power to water power. Nothing stands on the site today, but the location of buried 
deposits could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of 
this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
60 Merchants Carson City Carson City (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Merchants Mill site is located off of the Dayton Toll Road, closer to Silver City than Dayton.  
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Merchants Mill site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. Although the mill is known to have possessed 12 stamps and has a documented history, when 
compared to other mills of comparable time period, this mill was neither particularly substantial or 
important in the history of mining and milling in the Comstock or Nevada. We recommend that it is ineligible 
under Criterion A. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no known people 
associated with the mill that are significant at the regional or national level. We also find that there is no 
evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known what form the buildings and associated 
structures might have taken, given the dearth of associated documentary evidence. Finally, although 
nothing stands on the site today, there may be buried deposits that could support its eligibility under 
Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are 
unevaluated. In addition, the site today lacks integrity of across location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. 
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
61 Chapius Mound 

House 
Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Chapius Mill site is located off of the Dayton Toll Road, closer to Silver City than Dayton.  
 
No remnants of the mill structure remain at the site. There was, however, considerable artifact scatter. 
Surface artifacts include broken glass in multiple colors, ceramics, including White Improved Earthenware, 
gilded porcelain, and earthenware.  
 
Feature 61-1, a trash scatter, contains cut nails, redware, glass, and porcelain. 
 
Also on the site was evidence of mining: a mine ventilation shaft with adjoining rock wall is located in the 
center of the site. 
 
The presence of the artifacts on the surface as well as the identified mine shaft suggests that there is a high 
possibility of buried deposits, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these 
materials are unevaluated. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. 
 
The historic background provides little to no information about the history of the mill, and while it was part 
of the early phases of mining on the Comstock, there is no substantial evidence to support its eligibility 
under Criterion A, particularly since there are very few remains of milling activities at the site. We also 
recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people associated with it. We also 
find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known what form the 
buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of associated documentary evidence.  
 
Pedestrian survey identified surface artifacts, including glass, ceramics, including White Improved 
Earthenware, gilded porcelain, and earthenware, as well as modern tires. One feature was identified, 
Feature 61-1, a trash scatter, but the feature is not substantial as to recommend eligibility. Finally, a mine 
ventilation shaft with adjoining rock wall is located in the center of the site. The presence of the artifacts on 
the surface as well as the identified mine shaft suggests that there is a high possibility of buried deposits 
that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this 
project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
62 French’s Silver City Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The French’s Mill site is located off of the Dayton Toll Road, closer to Silver City than Dayton.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at French’s Mill site. An anthropogenically flattened terrace, 
on which the historic mill once sat, is all that is left of the mill structure. A few sherds of broken glass, 
ceramics, and ferrous metal were located during survey on the terrace. 
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Eligibility Information 
French’s Mill, located south of Silver City (Ansari 1989:66; Science Applications International Agency, 
Technology Services Company [SAIA TSC] 1993:157) was built on the former site of the Phoenix Mills and 
was known as the G. French Mill in the 1880s (Historical American Engineering Record 1980). The mill is 
depicted on Bancroft’s 1862 map (Figure 1). In 1877, the mill was recorded as Hench’s Mill on Wheeler’s 
map (Figure 2), but was correctly labeled on Wheeler’s 1879 map (Figure 3). From 1869 to 1870, the mill 
contained 20 stamps and 18 pans (SAIA TSC 1993:157). In 1882, Becker’s Atlas depicted Hench’s Mill at the 
site (Figure 4).  
 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. 
 
The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
built on the former site of the Phoenix Mill and is recorded on some of the early Comstock maps. It was a 
large mill, and its presence of from 1869 to 1870 with 20 stamps and 18 pans suggests that it could 
contribute to an understanding of Period 3: Comstock Fluctuations supporting its eligibility under Criterion 
A. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no known people associated with the mill 
that are significant at the regional or national level. The physical components of this early mill would support 
the site’s eligibility under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of Comstock milling 
technology. The overall integrity of location is severely compromised, and all that indicates the mill’s 
presence is a flattened terrace. 
 
However, pedestrian survey identified surface artifacts, including glass, ceramics, and ferrous metals. The 
presence of the artifacts on the surface suggests a possibility of buried deposits that could support its 
eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials 
are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
63 Phoenix #2 Dayton Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Phoenix Mill #2 site is located off of the Dayton Toll Road, closer to Silver City than Dayton.  
 
Due to their close proximity, nearly identical histories and ownerships, the Phoenix Mill #1 (Mill #64) and the 
Phoenix Mill #2 (Mill #63) were recorded at the same time.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Pheonix #2 site. A few historic artifacts, including glass, 
shoe soles, ferrous metal, and ceramics, are scattered on the landscape, especially on the southern slope of 
the site. These artifacts, however, are most likely related to the mine shaft at hill. A large dead patch at the 
center of the sites, with grey dirt and little to no vegetation, most likely represents the area where tailings 
piles related to the Phoenix Mills sat. Nothing else remains to suggest the mills were here. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; as the 
mill operated during the Comstock Bonanza time period and the Comstock Fluctuations time period and was 
physically rather substantial. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; even though there is known 
association with a several Comstock people, they are not significant people at the regional or national level. 
We also find that the site could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be 
considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it would be a 
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good example of the use of the Washoe process. Although nothing stands on the site today, there is a 
possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing 
is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated.  
 
Although there are some remnants of some tailings piles and scattered artifacts on the site, the overall 
condition of the mill site is fair, and generally lacks integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. Because of the impacts of these events, we recommend the site 
ineligible for National Register status. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
64 Phoenix #1 6 Miles 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Phoenix Mill #2 site is located off of the Dayton Toll Road, closer to Silver City than Dayton.  
 
Due to their close proximity, nearly identical histories and ownerships, the Phoenix Mill #1 (Mill #64) and the 
Phoenix Mill #2 (Mill #63) were recorded at the same time.  
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Pheonix #1.  A few historic artifacts, including glass, 
shoe soles, ferrous metal, and ceramics, are scattered on the landscape, especially on the southern slope of 
the site. These artifacts, however, are most likely related to the mine shaft at hill. A large dead patch at the 
center of the sites, with grey dirt and little to no vegetation, most likely represents the area where tailings 
piles related to the Phoenix Mills sat. Nothing else remains to suggest the mills were here. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; as the 
mill operated during the Comstock Bonanza time period and the Comstock Fluctuations time period and was 
physically rather substantial. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; even though there is known 
association with a several Comstock people, they are not significant people at the regional or national level. 
We also find that the site could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be 
considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as a it would be a 
good example of the use of the Washoe process. Although nothing stands on the site today, there is a 
possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing 
is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated.  
 
Although there are some remnants of some tailings piles and scattered artifacts on the site, the overall 
condition of the mill site is fair, and generally lacks integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. Because of the impacts of these events, we recommend the site 
ineligible for National Register status. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
65 Unknown Dayton Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
This mill site, Name Unknown, is located off of the Dayton Toll Road, closer to Silver City than Dayton.  
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Modern road and house construction as well as the recent erection of a rock retaining wall for the Dayton 
Toll Road have completely destroyed the mill site. As a result, no historic structures or artifacts were located 
on the surface during survey. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. 
The only evidence for this mill is the data point provided to us by NDEP. The historic background provides no 
information about the history of the mill, and while and there is no associated physical evidence to support 
its eligibility under Criterion A. Modern development has eradicated any surface remains of this mill. We 
also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people associated with it. We 
also find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known what form the 
buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of associated documentary evidence. 
Given the scope of the development surrounding the site, there is little likelihood that there are subsurface 
materials associated with this site that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface 
testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
66 Eastern Slope Silver City Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The Eastern Slope Mill was not surveyed due to permission conflicts. This site is located off of State Route 
341, just before, or at the mouth of the Dayton Toll Road. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
67 Bartola Dayton Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible  
  
Field Summary 
The Bartola Mill site is located off of State Route 341, in southern Silver City, northwest of the Dayton Toll 
Road.  
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at Bartola mill point. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. 
The historic background provides little to no information about the history of the mill, and while it was part 
of the early phases of mining on the Comstock, built in 1864, there is no substantial evidence to support its 
eligibility under Criterion A, particularly since there are very few remains of milling activities at the site. We 
also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people associated with it. We 
also find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known what form the 
buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of associated documentary evidence.  
Finally, although nothing stands on the site today, there may be buried deposits that could support its 
eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials 
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are unevaluated. In addition, the site today lacks integrity of across location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
68 Brooks Silver City Lyon (ST) State Ineligible 
  
Field Summary 
The Brooks Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as Main Street, in southern Silver City, 
northwest of the Dayton Toll Road.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Brooks mill point. A pile of ferrous metal rods on the 
hillslope and milled wood, with both cut and wire nails in the wood, is located onsite, but it is unknown if 
this surface concentration is the remains of a dilapidated building or simply dumped structural trash. There 
are no standing structures left. The majority of the site has been buried under a large tailings pile and there 
is little surface artifact scatter. There is the possibility that there are subsurface materials associated with 
this site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. 
The only evidence for this mill is the data point provided to us by NDEP. The historic background provides no 
information about the history of the mill, and there are no remaining standing structures on the site to 
support its eligibility under Criterion A. Modern development has eradicated any surface remains of this 
mill. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people associated with 
it. We also find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known what 
form the buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of associated documentary 
evidence. The site does have milled wood and other artifacts present on its surface, and thus, there is the 
possibility that there are subsurface materials associated with this site that could support its eligibility under 
Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are 
unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
69 Golden Age Silver City Lyon (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
This site is located just above the Dayton Toll Road entry from S Main Street in Silver City, also known as 
State Route 341. The site lies just off the highway and has been impacted by residential construction as well 
as modern road construction. There are only a few features left, which indicate milling operations on site. 
Feature 69-1 is an extant building foundation which is square with rock walls on three sides. It was 
constructed with wooden timbers, and the framing and floor are screwed in place. There are pipes with 
valves or faucets in the floor. Feature 69-2 may be an amalgamation pan; however it has not been 
definitively diagnosed as so. The construction of the pan is milled wood with upright boards and metal wire 
straps. There are two straps, one around the top and one around the bottom of the pan. There is a portion 
of a second pan to the immediate North of this feature. The upright wooden boards or slats are nailed 
together with wire nails. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Golden Age mill site is considered eligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District. The site is associated with the major theme of mining, and has the potential to 
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contribute a greater understanding to Period 3: Comstock Fluctuations and well as to Period 4: Big Bonanza. 
This is a small mill, and could provide excellent data about the role that these smaller mills played at the 
time of the Comstock’s fluctuating profitability in the 1870s and its demise in the late 1870s may provide 
data about the role that these mines had when up against the larger companies at the time of the 
Comstock’s biggest boom. Ruins on the surface validated the mill’s significance, and artifacts are also 
scattered across the site. These, and other evidence provided in detail in the IMACS form, would indicate 
this site as eligible for National Register status under Criterion A. The intact nature of the above ground 
material suggests a high possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but 
since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Generally, the site exhibits fair to good levels of integrity of location, materials, setting, feeling, and 
association, as there has been little impact to the site and the contours of the land appear to be unaltered. 
We recommend its eligibility to the National Register and inclusion in the Comstock Historic District. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
70 Unknown Mound 

House 
Lyon Unknown Eligible 

 
Field Summary 
This mill site, Name Unknown, is located off of State Route 342, also known as Main Street, in southern 
Silver City, northwest of the Dayton Toll Road.  
 
The site is large and extends to the west towards the highway and onto private property for which 
permission has not been granted. The artifact scatter is sparse. Three features were identified at the site.  
      
Feature 70-1 is the rock, stone, and mortar foundation and wall remains of a historic assay office located at 
the northeast end of the site. Ceramic cupules and ceramic assay equipment testify to the feature's historic 
use. It is located downslope and has most likely been filled in with erosional deposition from the slope 
above.  
     
Feature 70-2, located in the southeast portion of the site, is the remains of a rock and stone assay office. The 
standing wall is approximately three meters deep at the tallest standing point and the wall is approximately 
one-half meter thick. It is filled in with erosional deposition. Feature 70-1 and Feature 70-2 may be related, 
but a recent road cross-cut the structures.  
 
Feature 70-3 is a one-and-a-half meter tall concrete headframe with four threaded pipes and one board still 
attached to the south side. A large rock wall retains the hillside immediately above the foundation and 
headframe. The wall is dry-laid and approximately ten meters long. Feature 70-3 is located west of Features 
70-1 and 70-2. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered eligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. 
The only evidence for this mill is the data point provided to us by NDEP. The historic background provides no 
information about the history of the mill, but the surface ruins suggest its potential for eligibility under 
Criterion A as it may be able to provide information about themes of Mining and Milling on the Comstock. 
We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people associated with it. We 
also find that there is the possibility for its eligibility under Criterion C, as further investigation may reveal it 
contains distinctive mining and milling methods, despite the dearth of associated documentary evidence. 
The site does have milled wood and other artifacts present on its surface, and thus, there is the possibility 
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that there are subsurface materials associated with this site that could support its eligibility under Criterion 
D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
The site is large and extends to the west towards the highway and onto private property for which access 
was not been granted. Generally, however, the integrity of the surveyable portions of the site were good. 
Portions of two possible assay offices are present on the site (Features 70-1 and 70-2), and include cupules 
and other assay equipment. These two features are separated by a road, but were likely associated in the 
19th century. A concrete headframe is also present on the site (Feature 70-3). A ten-meter-long rock wall 
retains the hillside immediately above the foundation and headframe. A hoisting works can be seen outside 
the property boundary, which suggests that this site may be related to elements beyond this site, but 
permission was not granted to survey the other sites or ruins, so this connection can only be speculative.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
71 Higgins Silver City Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
72 Unknown Dayton Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
73 Gold Canyon 

Reduction Works 
Silver City Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 

 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
74 Kelsey Silver City Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
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Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
75 Trench Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
76 Bacon Virginia City Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
77 Hudson Silver City Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Hudson mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as Main Street, in southern Silver City, 
northwest of the Dayton Toll Road.  
 
Nothing structural remains of the Hudson Mill. Ferrous cans and some ceramic sherds, mostly White 
Improved Earthenware, dot the landscape upslope of the digitized mill site location point. There is no 
evidence these are related to the mill and the artifacts may be related to the nearby Cherokee Mine shaft. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. 
The historic background provides little to no information about the history of the mill, and while it was part 
of the early phases of mining on the Comstock, there is no substantial evidence to support its eligibility 
under Criterion A, particularly since there are very few remains of milling activities at the site. We also 
recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people associated with it. We also 
find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known what form the 
buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of associated documentary evidence.  
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
78 Union Silver City Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Union Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as Main Street, in southern Silver City, 
northwest of the Dayton Toll Road.  
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Union Mill point. Modern road construction and the 
flattening of the slope for use as an open storage area for residential building materials and cars have 
destroyed what may have been left of the site have obscured the site. A smattering of 20-30 bricks litter the 
hillslope, but as most have washed downslope, there is no indication of to what they once belonged. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District .The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the 
mill was built in 1861, with ten stamps, and by 1863 was using steam power to run a 40 horse-power engine. 
The mill used a variety of milling technologies that would support its eligibility under Criterion A: it used 
Hungarian bowls, seven-foot amalgamating pans, as well as a Wakalee pan during its existence in Period 2: 
Comstock Bonanza (1859-1863) and Period 3: Comstock Fluctuations (1864-1872). We recommend it is 
ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no known people associated with the mill that are significant at the 
regional or national level. We also find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as 
it is not known what form the buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of 
associated documentary evidence. Finally, although nothing stands on the site today, there may be buried 
deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope 
of this project, these materials are unevaluated. In addition, the site today lacks integrity across location, 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association; it has been severely compromised by 
modern road construction and the flattening of the slope for use as an open storage area for residential 
building materials and cars. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
79 Silver City Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Silver City Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as Main Street, in southern Silver City, 
northwest of the Dayton Toll Road.  
      
Much of the site and scatter has washed downslope towards Pedlar Road. Two features are still extant on 
the surface. A flattened terrace lies north both features at the northern end of the platform before the slope 
drops off towards the recent road. Residents who own the site have made modifications to the area and 
have leveled portions to create gardens and irrigated tree areas. 
      
Feature 79-1, a depression, contains numerous artifacts, including ferrous metal and melted glass, which are 
the most numerous. Similar artifacts were found scattered around the site. 
Feature 79-2 is a rock retaining wall. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. 
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The historic background provides little to no information about the history of the mill, and while it was part 
of the early phases of mining on the Comstock, and thus, there is little to no information that can be used 
here to support its eligibility under Criterion A. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there 
are no significant people associated with it. We also find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible 
under Criterion C, as it is not known what form the buildings and associated structures might have taken, 
given the dearth of associated documentary evidence.  
Pedestrian survey identified a few features, indicating the potential of the site to reveal additional 
information with further investigation, although there have been modern impacts to the site that may have 
compromised its integrity, since residents have made modifications to the area and have leveled portions to 
create gardens and irrigated tree areas. Two features are still extant on the surface: Feature 79-1, a 
depression, contains numerous artifacts, including ferrous metal and melted glass, which are the most 
numerous. Feature 79-2 is a rock retaining wall. The presence of the artifacts on the surface as well as the 
identified mill features suggests that there is a high possibility of buried deposits that could support its 
eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials 
are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
80 Hamilton Silver City Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
81 Eagle Silver City Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
82 Brevoorts Silver City Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
83 Unknown Washoe City Washoe (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
This mill site, Name Unknown, is located off of State Route 342, also known as Main Street, in southern 
Silver City.  
      
The site, located in a residential backyard or vacant lot, to the north, or downslope on the western side of 
the site, is a cemetery with contemporary burials. The site consists of the small remains of a mill and 
concrete arrastra. Galvanized and ferrous plates have collapsed into the mill. A few large porcelain 
fragments are also present. Bore holes and cut marks were carved into the footing as it was dismantled. 
Timbers still remain and large drums are located at the east end of the site. Several large filled-in pits are 
adjacent to the site.  
      
Feature 83-1 is a concrete foundation. 
 
Eligibility Information 
Despite the presence of mill features on the surface of Mill 83 (Mill Name Unknown), we recommend that 
this site is ineligible for the National Register. Although there are artifacts and portions of mill structures, the 
remains lack sufficient integrity to support its eligibility. In addition, despite attempts to locate information 
about this site using a wide array of documentary sources, the particular name and associated history of the 
site could not be determined. There may be subsurface materials associated with this site that could support 
its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these 
materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
84 Trimble Dayton Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
85 Knickerbocker Silver City Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
86 Sherman Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Sherman Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as Main Street, in western Silver City.  
      
There are still remains of the Sherman Mill. While there is a complete and noticeable lack of historic artifacts 
on the site, structures remain. Most likely, there were originally three platforms or terraces descending 
down the slope. To the southeast, the uppermost platform is a flat bench.  
      
Feature 86-1, located on the lower-most terrace, is a concrete wall running in an L shape with a ferrous 
stack or pipe coming out of the top of it.  
      
Feature 86-2, a large concrete and wood foundation, is located between the upper platform and Feature 86-
1. The slope is eroding, but the foundation was most likely on its own, middle terrace. Large ferrous bolts 
and tie-downs hold Feature 86-2 together. Two concrete slabs are in the front with two wood blocks on top, 
one on each of the blocks of concrete. Two wooden, horizontal beams are located behind it, supporting four 
horizontal wooden beams each. The southeastern beams are rotting. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Sherman mill site is considered eligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District, as it supports Criteria A and D and the overall integrity of the site is fair to good. 
The site is associated with the major theme of mining, and has the potential to contribute to a greater 
understanding of several important Comstock time period: Period 3: Comstock Fluctuations and well as to 
Period 4: Big Bonanza and Period 5: Comstock Era Decline time periods. The Sherman Mill began as a small 
mill, but the mill‘s history reflects the changing nature of mining and milling on the Comstock. Built in 1865, 
the mill was first small in scale and was powered by steam. In 1870 the mill converted to waterpower, and 
began to increase in size, possessing 15 stamps. The mill continued to appear in maps, and is documented as 
operating with eight stamps in 1890 and then 15 stamps in 1900, reflecting the variable and fluctuating 
levels of operation on the Comstock during Period 5: Comstock Era decline. The unique history of the mill 
and its role as a primary location for the exploitation of resources in the Comstock would support its 
eligibility under Criterion A. In addition, the mill could also be eligible under Criterion B for its association 
with George Sherman. The physical components of this early mill would support the site’s eligibility under 
Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of Comstock milling technology. In addition, the mill 
reflects the changing technology associated with the development of the Comstock, as the mill shifted from 
steam power to water power.  
Ruins on the surface validated the mill’s significance, and although no artifacts are present. Pedestrian 
survey identified a features and landforms that relate to the mill. There is evidence of terracing, as well as 
wall features and a large foundation that are evidence of the mill structures. The presence of the mill 
features suggests that there is a high possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under 
Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are 
unevaluated. 
Generally, the site exhibits fair to good levels of integrity of location, materials, setting, feeling, and 
association, as there has been little impact to the site and the contours of the land appear to be unaltered. 
We recommend its eligibility to the National Register and inclusion in the Comstock Historic District. 
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
87 McTigue Carson City Carson City (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
88 Hope Silver City Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Hope Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as Main Street, in western Silver City.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Hope Mill point. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District as its integrity across multiple elements has been compromised. The historic background would 
indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the site has a documented history and could 
contribute to a greater understanding of several periods of Comstock history: Period 3: Comstock 
Fluctuations, Period 4: Big Bonanza, Period 5: Comstock Era Decline time period as it processed ore from 
1870 through at least 1893. Historical research indicates that the site was associated with Charles A. Chapin, 
a significant person in the early history of the Comstock, and could be eligible, then under Criteria B through 
this association. We find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known 
what form the buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the limited documentary 
evidence. Finally, although nothing stands on the site today, there may be buried deposits that could 
support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, 
these materials are unevaluated. In addition, the site today lacks integrity of across location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
89 Davis Silver City Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
90 Landers Silver City Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Landers Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as Main Street, in western Silver City. The 
site is located just before Devil’s Gate and the Storey/Lyon county line when traveling northwest to Gold 
Hill. 
      
Some structures are still extant at the site. A large tailings pile sits on the site. There is also a low, north-
south running rock wall built into, and retaining, the hillslope. A dilapidated wooden building with horse 
stalls on the first floor sits against the tailings pile and runs to the modern road. It appears to be unrelated 
to milling and most likely post-dates the mill. The barn is full of modern trash. An ephemeral stream runs 
through a ditch at the bottom of the slope. This ditch is lined with tie-downs encased in concrete; most likely 
these have rolled down the hillslope and into the ditch wall. While these may be related to the Lander's Mill, 
they are out of context and removed from their original location. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. Although the mill is known to have been operating in the early 20th century, when compared to 
other mills of comparable time period, this mill was neither particularly substantial or important in the 
history of mining and milling in the Comstock or Nevada. We recommend that it is ineligible under Criterion 
A. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; even though there is known association with Alfred 
Bennetts, he is not a significant person at the regional or national level. We also find that there is no 
evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known what form the buildings and associated 
structures might have taken, given the dearth of associated documentary evidence. Finally, there a 
foundation feature on the site that may relate to the mill, and there may be other buried deposits that could 
support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, 
these materials are unevaluated. In addition, the site today lacks integrity of across location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
91 Pioneer #1  Washoe City Washoe (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The Pioneer 1 Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as Main Street, in western Silver City. 
The site is located just before Devil’s Gate and the Storey/Lyon county line when traveling northwest to Gold 
Hill.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Pioneer #1 point. Road construction has obscured the 
site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Final Report – Comstock Archaeological Mill Site Inventory  Page 66 

Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
92 Londine 2 Silver City Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The Londine 2 Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as Main Street, in western Silver City. 
The site is located just before Devil’s Gate and the Storey/Lyon county line when traveling northwest to Gold 
Hill.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Londine 2 point. Road construction has obscured the 
site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
93 Devil’s Gate Silver City Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Devils Gate Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as Main Street, in western Silver City. 
The site is located just before Devil’s Gate and the Storey/Lyon county line when traveling northwest to Gold 
Hill.  
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Devil’s Gate point. Road construction has obscured the 
site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Devils Gate Mill is recommended ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District, on account of a lack of integrity. 
The mill’s history is somewhat difficult to tease out, given that several mills may have stood on the property 
at different times. Nonetheless, it is likely that the site at various times held an array of different 
technologies, reflective of changing modes of metal processing on the Comstock. We recommend that it is 
eligible under Criterion A. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; even though there is known 
association with a several Comstock people, they are not significant people at the regional or national level. 
We also find the site would be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of mining 
technology of the period present at the site, particularly as a an example of the evolution of mining 
technology through time. Nothing stands on the site today, but buried deposits could support its eligibility 
under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are 
unevaluated.  
Finally, nothing stands on the site today, and road construction has likely eradicated all subsurface remains. 
Although buried deposits could support its eligibility under Criterion D, it is likely that these have been 
destroyed. The overall integrity of this site has been severely compromised. 
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
94 Boston Silver City Storey (ST) State Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
 
The Boston Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as Main Street, in western Silver City. The 
site is located just before Devil’s Gate and the Storey/Lyon county line when traveling northwest to Gold 
Hill.  
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Boston point. Road construction has obscured the site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Boston Mill is recommended ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District. 
Although the mill is known to have been in operation from around 1870 into 1915, when compared to other 
mills of comparable time period, this mill was neither particularly substantial or important in the history of 
mining and milling in the Comstock or Nevada. We recommend that it is ineligible under Criterion A. We 
recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; even though there is known association with a several 
Comstock people, they are not significant people at the regional or national level. We also find the site 
would be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the 
period present at the site, particularly as a an example of the evolution of mining technology through time. 
Nothing stands on the site today, and road construction has likely eradicated all subsurface remains, and we 
recommend it ineligible under Criterion D.  
The overall integrity of this site has been severely compromised. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
95 Ransoms Gold Hill Storey (ST) State Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Ransoms Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as Main Street, in western Silver City. 
The site is located just before Devil’s Gate and the Storey/Lyon county line when traveling northwest to Gold 
Hill.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Ransoms point. Road construction has obscured the 
site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. 
The historic background provides no information about the history of the mill, and there is no substantial 
evidence to support its eligibility under Criterion A, particularly since there are no remains of milling 
activities at the site. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people 
associated with it. We also find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not 
known what form the buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of associated 
documentary evidence. Finally, nothing stands on the site today, and road construction has likely eradicated 
all subsurface remains. Although buried deposits could support its eligibility under Criterion D, it is likely that 
these have been destroyed. The overall integrity of this site has been severely compromised. 
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
96 Chanens Silver City Storey (ST) State Ineligible 
 
Field Summary  
The Chanen’s Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as Main Street, in western Silver City. 
The site is located just before Devil’s Gate and the Storey/Lyon county line when traveling northwest to Gold 
Hill. 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Chanens point. Road construction has obscured the 
site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This Chanen’s Mill site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District. 
The historic background provides no information about the history of the mill, and there is no substantial 
evidence to support its eligibility under Criterion A, particularly since there are no remains of milling 
activities at the site. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people 
associated with it. We also find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not 
known what form the buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of associated 
documentary evidence. Finally, nothing stands on the site today, and road construction has likely eradicated 
all subsurface remains. Although buried deposits could support its eligibility under Criterion D, it is likely that 
these have been destroyed. The overall integrity of this site has been severely compromised. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
97 Unknown Washoe City Washoe (LM) BLM (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
 
This mill site, Name Unknown, is located off of State Route 342, also known as Main Street, in western Silver 
City. The site is located just before Devil’s Gate and the Storey/Lyon county line when traveling northwest to 
Gold Hill. 
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Unknown 97 point. Modern mining activities and 
erosion have destroyed the site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
98 Red Jacket 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (LM) BLM Ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Red Jacket Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as Main Street. The site is located just 
before Devil’s Gate and the Storey/Lyon county line when traveling northwest to Gold Hill.  
     
Some structure and artifacts are still extant at the location of the Red Jacket Mill. Mine tailings and a stone 
block with ferrous rods bored into it are present at the site. The tailings may be the related to the historic 
mill, but it is equally plausible that they are related to the mine located east, or upslope, of the mill site.  
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Historic artifacts include brownware, amethyst glass, bricks, Double Happiness ceramics, ferrous metal 
sheets and cans, though most debris is modern. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Red Jacket Mill site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District. 
The historic background provides little to no information about the history of the mill, aside from its 
representation on several historic maps; thus there is no substantial evidence to support its eligibility under 
Criterion A. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people 
associated with it. We also find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not 
known what form the buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of associated 
documentary evidence. However, there is some evidence of mill structures on the surface of the site, 
namely mill tailings and a stone block with ferrous rods bored into it. Given the presence of these materials, 
we suggest that buried deposits could support its eligibility under Criterion D. The overall integrity of this 
site has been compromised. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
99 Comet Gold Hill Storey (LM) BLM Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Comet Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as Main Street, in western Silver City. The 
site is located just before Devil’s Gate and the Storey/Lyon county line when traveling northwest to Gold 
Hill.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Gold Hill point. Road construction has obscured the 
site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. 
The historic background provides no information about the history of the mill, and there is no substantial 
evidence to support its eligibility under Criterion A, particularly since there are no remains of milling 
activities at the site. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people 
associated with it. We also find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not 
known what form the buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of associated 
documentary evidence. Finally, nothing stands on the site today, and road construction has likely eradicated 
all subsurface remains. Although buried deposits could support its eligibility under Criterion D, it is likely that 
these have been destroyed. The overall integrity of this site has been severely compromised. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
100 McClellan Gold Hill Storey (LM) BLM Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The McClellan Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as Main Street, in Silver Street. The site 
is located west of Devil’s Gate. 
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the McClellan point. 
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Eligibility Information 
The McClellan Mill site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District. 
The historic background provides little to no information about the history of the mill, aside from its 
representation on several historic maps; thus there is no substantial evidence to support its eligibility under 
Criterion A. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people 
associated with it. We also find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not 
known what form the buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of associated 
documentary evidence. Finally, although nothing stands on the site today, there may be buried deposits that 
could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this 
project, these materials are unevaluated. In addition, the site today lacks integrity of across location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
101 St. Louis Gold Hill Storey (LM) BLM Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The St. Louis Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The site is 
located west of Devil’s Gate.  
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the St. Louis point. Erosion, road construction, and mining 
activity have all eradicated the site and any historical surface evidence of the mill once located here. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The St. Louis Site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock 
Historic District. The historic background provides little to no information about the history of the mill, aside 
from its representation on several historic maps; thus there is no substantial evidence to support its 
eligibility under Criterion A. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant 
people associated with it. We also find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as 
it is not known what form the buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of 
associated documentary evidence. Finally, nothing stands on the site today, and road construction has likely 
eradicated all subsurface remains. Although buried deposits could support its eligibility under Criterion D, it 
is likely that these have been destroyed. The overall integrity of this site has been severely compromised. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
102 Ione Silver City Storey (ST) State Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Ione Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The site is 
located west of Devil’s Gate.  
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Ione point. Modern mining has destroyed the site and 
surrounding hillside. The dump-associated materials recorded during a 1991-1992 survey were not 
relocated. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Ione Site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock 
Historic District, on account of its compromised integrity. 
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The historic background would indicate that the mill is potentially eligible under Criterion A; it is known that 
the mill was constructed by 1865, and by 1876 the mill was still in operation. It appears on several historic 
period maps, and its history and its role as an early location for the exploitation of resources on the 
Comstock would support its eligibility under Criterion A, particularly in relation to both the Comstock 
Bonanza and Comstock Fluctuations Periods. The lack of integrity of all remains, however, has compromised 
its eligibility. Historical research indicates that the site was associated with Charles A. Chapin, a significant 
person in the early history of the Comstock, and could be eligible, then under Criteria B through this 
association. We find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known 
what form the buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of associated 
documentary evidence. Finally, nothing stands on the site today, and road construction has likely eradicated 
all subsurface remains. Although buried deposits could support its eligibility under Criterion D, it is likely that 
these have been destroyed. The overall integrity of this site has been severely compromised. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
103 Lindsay’s Silver City Storey (LM) BLM Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Lindsay’s Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The site is 
located west of Devil’s Gate.  
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Lindsay’s point. Modern mining has destroyed the site 
and surrounding hillside. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Lindsay’s Mill Site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District. 
The historic background provides no information about the history of the mill; thus there is no substantial 
evidence to support its eligibility under Criterion A, particularly since there are no remains of milling 
activities at the site. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people 
associated with it. We also find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not 
known what form the buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of associated 
documentary evidence. Finally, nothing stands on the site today, and modern mining has likely eradicated all 
subsurface remains. Although buried deposits could support its eligibility under Criterion D, it is likely that 
these have been destroyed. The overall integrity of this site has been severely compromised. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
104 Globe & Lindsay Silver City Storey (ST) State Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Globe & Lindsay Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The 
site is located west of Devil’s Gate.  
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at Globe & Lindsay point. Modern mining has destroyed the 
site and surrounding hillside. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Globe and Lindsay Mill Site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in 
the Comstock Historic District. 
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The historic background provides little to no information about the history of the mill, aside from its 
representation on one historic map; thus there is no substantial evidence to support its eligibility under 
Criterion A, particularly since there are no remains of milling activities at the site. We also recommend it is 
ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people associated with it. We also find that there is 
no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known what form the buildings and 
associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of associated documentary evidence. Finally, 
nothing stands on the site today, and modern mining has likely eradicated all subsurface remains. Although 
buried deposits could support its eligibility under Criterion D, it is likely that these have been destroyed. The 
overall integrity of this site has been severely compromised. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
105 Hartford Silver City Lyon (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Hartford Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The site is 
located west of Devil’s Gate.  
     
The Hartford Mill is currently located within the confines of a modern open-pit mining operation in Gold Hill 
and Silver City, Nevada. While portions of the mill site are obscured or destroyed by modern mining activity, 
some of the tiers that made up the mill are still visible. Historic photos indicate that the mill was constructed 
on five terraces. The western-most, upslope, terraces have been destroyed by the modern construction of 
roads for the mine. The three eastern, downslope, terraces are still present. They were constructed with 
interior concrete foundations with ferrous metal rods sticking out of the vertical walls.  
Historic, associated, artifacts include glass fragments, numerous ferrous metal fragments, a shovel head, 
bricks, wire nails, milled wood, and a shoe fragment. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered to be eligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock 
Historic District, although the site is currently threatened by modern mining activities.  
The site is associated with the major theme of mining, and has the potential to contribute to a greater 
understanding of Period 5: Comstock Era Decline, as it was in operation from 1934 at least through 1940. 
The unique history of the mill and its role as a primary location for the exploitation of resources through the 
cyanide process in the Comstock would support its eligibility under Criterion A. In addition, the mill could 
also be eligible under Criterion B for its association with George Drysdale,  Edward Gunderson, and Harold 
Hansen of San Francisco who developed the mill. More significantly, known millwright and construction 
engineer, Roy Marcellus, designed the mill. The physical components of this early mill would support the 
site’s eligibility under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of Comstock milling technology. 
Of particular interest would be the cyanide equipment and the mill equipment that was made this mill one 
of the most efficient mills in the state for its size.  
Ruins on the surface validated the mill’s significance, and artifacts are present as well. Although the 
uppermost terraces have been destroyed by modern mining working, three of the original five terraces are 
still present, as is a large foundation that are evidence of the mill structures. The presence of the mill 
features suggests that there is a high possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under 
Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are 
unevaluated. 
Generally, the site exhibits fair to good levels of integrity of location, materials, setting, feeling, and 
association, but there has been significant impact to some of the site, and the site is actively being 
encroached upon by modern mining. We recommend its eligibility to the National Register and inclusion in 
the Comstock Historic District. 
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
106 Succor (SC) Silver City Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Succor Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The site is 
located west of Devil’s Gate.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Succor point. Modern mining has destroyed the site 
and surrounding hillside. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site has been determined ineligible for National Register status as it does not comply with Criterion A as 
it is not associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history. It also does not comply with Criterion B as historical research did not indicate this site’s association 
with the life or lives of a person or persons significant in our past. It does not comply with Criterion C as it 
does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction, or that represent 
the work of a master, or that possesses high artistic values, or that represent a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. Finally this site has been 
determined ineligible for National Register status as it does not comply with Criterion D as it is not likely to 
yield information important to prehistory or history. No materials were collected in the survey of this site. In 
addition, no excavation was performed; therefore, the depth of the cultural fill is suspected, but was not 
tested. The site integrity is poor. 

 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
107 Ramsell 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
 
The Ramsell Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The site is 
located west of Devil’s Gate.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Ramsell point. Modern mining has destroyed the site 
and surrounding hillside. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District, as its integrity has been severely compromised. The historic background would indicate that it 
would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was constructed in 1870 and, while small, is a fine 
example of small scale milling that exemplifies the Period 2: Comstock Fluctuations (1864-1872), and the last 
record of the mill is in 1879. The unique history of the mill and its role as a primary location for the 
exploitation of resources in the Comstock would support its eligibility under Criterion A. We recommend it is 
ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no known people associated with the mill that are significant at the 
regional or national level. The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under 
Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, 
particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components may lack individual distinction. Finally, nothing stands on the site today, and modern 
road construction has likely eradicated all subsurface remains. Although HAER noted that the mill remains 



 

 
 
Final Report – Comstock Archaeological Mill Site Inventory  Page 74 

were merely buried in 1980, and buried deposits could support its eligibility under Criterion D, it is likely that 
these have been destroyed. The overall integrity of this site has been severely compromised. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
108 Alpha Silver City Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Alpha Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The site is 
located west of Devil’s Gate.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Alpha Mill point. Modern mining has destroyed the 
site and surrounding hillside. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Alpha Mill Site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District. 
The historic background provides little to no information about the history of the mill, aside from its 
representation on one historic map; thus there is no substantial evidence to support its eligibility under 
Criterion A, particularly since there are no remains of milling activities at the site. We also recommend it is 
ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people associated with it. We also find that there is 
no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known what form the buildings and 
associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of associated documentary evidence. Finally, 
nothing stands on the site today, and modern mining has likely eradicated all subsurface remains. Although 
buried deposits could support its eligibility under Criterion D, it is likely that these have been destroyed. The 
overall integrity of this site has been severely compromised. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
109 American Flat Virginia City Storey (LM) BLM Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The American Flat Mill is located in American Flat.  
      
The mill is still standing, and has only been partially dismantled. The site was not recorded in full, as Zeier & 
Associates surveyed the mill in September 2009. Please reference BLM Report CRR 03-2408 for more 
information. This mill is often mistaken as the United Comstock mill, #109. Our visit confirmed the findings 
of their report. 
 
Eligibility Information 
In their evaluation of the American Flat Mill, Zeier and Associates recommended that the site contributed to 
the eligibility of the Virginia City National Historic District under Criteria A, B, and C. They recommended that 
the architectural components were not eligible under Criterion D, as the design, workmanship, and 
materials associated with the American Flat Mill District are reasonably well understood or documented 
(Zeier & Associates 2009: 32). They assert in their report that the American Flat Mill District retains its 
integrity of location; it remains where it was originally built. It retains its integrity of design, workmanship, 
material, and association, though the removal of many elements diminishes those components (Zeier & 
Associates 2009: 32). Our visit to the site confirmed the evaluation put forth by Zeier and Associates. 
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
110 United Comstock Gold Hill Storey (LM) BLM Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The United Comstock Mill site is located in American Flat.  
      
There is nothing left of the mill as the site was developed over in order to construct the American Flat Mill 
(#109). 
 
Eligibility Information 
The United Comstock Mill site is located in American Flat. There is nothing left of the mill as the site was 
developed over in order to construct the American Flat Mill (#109). 
The American Flat Mill is located in American Flat. The mill is still standing, and has only been partially 
dismantled. The site was not recorded in full, as Zeier & Associates surveyed the mill in September 2009. 
Please reference BLM Report CRR 03-2408 for more information. This mill is often mistaken as the United 
Comstock mill, #109. Our visit confirmed the findings of their report. 

 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
111 New Woodville 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
The New Woodville Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The 
site is located west of Devil’s Gate.  
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the New Woodville point. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The New Woodville Mill Site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in 
the Comstock Historic District. 
The historic background provides little to no information about the history of the mill, aside from its 
representation on two historic maps; thus there is no substantial evidence to support its eligibility under 
Criterion A, particularly since there are no remains of milling activities at the site. We also recommend it is 
ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people associated with it. We also find that there is 
no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known what form the buildings and 
associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of associated documentary evidence. Finally, 
nothing stands on the site today, and modern mining has likely eradicated all subsurface remains. Although 
buried deposits could support its eligibility under Criterion D, it is likely that these have been destroyed. The 
overall integrity of this site has been severely compromised. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
112 Overman Washoe 

County 
Washoe (LM) BLM Eligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Overman Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The site is 
located west of Devil’s Gate.  
      



 

 
 
Final Report – Comstock Archaeological Mill Site Inventory  Page 76 

The mill site ruins are located on an east-southeast-facing slope. There are multiple features, all related to 
milling activities, on-site as well as a general scatter of structural remains such as brick, wire nails, concrete 
footings, and foundations, corrugated sheet metal, and milled lumber. Other artifacts include stoneware 
fragments, bottle glass, 10-gallon and 50-gallon drums and riveted sections of steel pipe. The mill 
foundations are located on five terraces. 
      
Eligibility Information 
The Overman Mill site is considered eligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District. The site is associated with the major theme of mining, and has the potential to 
contribute a greater understanding of the role of cyanide mining in Period 5: Comstock Era Decline. There is 
little additional information about the mill, but the form of the mill (present on the surface) would likely 
lead to increased information about a period of time and modes of processing that are poorly understood in 
the district. Ruins on the surface validated the mill’s significance, and artifacts are also scattered across the 
site. These, and other evidence provided in detail in the IMACS form, would indicate this site as eligible for 
National Register status under Criterion A. The physical components of this mill could also be considered to 
be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period 
present at the site, particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. The intact nature of the above 
ground material suggests a high possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion 
D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
Generally, the site exhibits fair to good levels of integrity of location, materials, setting, feeling, and 
association, as there has been little impact to the site and the contours of the land appear to be unaltered. 
We recommend its eligibility to the National Register and inclusion in the Comstock Historic District. 

 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
113 Pacific Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Pacific Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The site is 
located west of Devil’s Gate.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Pacific Mill point. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Pacific Mill Site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District. 
The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed in 1864 at considerable expense ($75,000) and is a fine example of a large mill that exemplifies 
the Period 2: Comstock Fluctuations (1864-1872), and the last record of the mill is in 1879. The unique 
history of the mill and its role as a primary location for the exploitation of resources in the Comstock would 
support its eligibility under Criterion A.  The mill was the biggest in the district at the time—in 1865. We 
recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; even though there is known association with a several 
Comstock people, they are not significant people at the regional or national level. The physical components 
of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be considerable 
evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it contributes to the district 
as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual 
distinction. The integrity related to Criteria A and C are poor, however, and compromise its eligibility under 
both criteria. Finally, nothing stands on the site today, and modern mining has likely eradicated all 
subsurface remains. Although buried deposits could support its eligibility under Criterion D, it is likely that 
these have been destroyed. The overall integrity of this site has been severely compromised. 
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
114 Woodville Silver City Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Woodville Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The site is 
located west of Devil’s Gate.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Woodville Mill point. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Woodville Mill Site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District. 
The historic background provides little to no information about the history of the mill, aside from its 
representation on two historic maps; thus there is no substantial evidence to support its eligibility under 
Criterion A, particularly since there are no remains of milling activities at the site. We also recommend it is 
ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people associated with it. We also find that there is 
no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known what form the buildings and 
associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of associated documentary evidence. Finally, 
nothing stands on the site today, and modern mining has likely eradicated all subsurface remains. Although 
buried deposits could support its eligibility under Criterion D, it is likely that these have been destroyed. The 
overall integrity of this site has been severely compromised. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
115 Unknown Silver City Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
This mill site, Name Unknown is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The 
site is located west of Devil’s Gate.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Name Unknown 115 point. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The mill site (name unknown) is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in 
the Comstock Historic District. 
The only evidence for this mill is the data point provided to us by NDEP. The historic background provides no 
information about the history of the mill, and while and there is no associated physical evidence to support 
its eligibility under Criterion A. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no 
significant people associated with it. We also find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under 
Criterion C, as it is not known what form the buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the 
dearth of associated documentary evidence. Finally, nothing stands on the site today, and modern roadwork 
has likely eradicated all subsurface remains. Although buried deposits could support its eligibility under 
Criterion D, it is likely that these have been destroyed. The overall integrity of this site has been severely 
compromised. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
116 Unknown Silver City Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
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Eligibility Information 
The mill site (name unknown) is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in 
the Comstock Historic District. 
The only evidence for this mill is the data point provided to us by NDEP. The historic background provides no 
information about the history of the mill, and while and there is no associated physical evidence to support 
its eligibility under Criterion A. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no 
significant people associated with it. We also find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under 
Criterion C, as it is not known what form the buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the 
dearth of associated documentary evidence. Finally, nothing stands on the site today, and modern roadwork 
has likely eradicated all subsurface remains. Although buried deposits could support its eligibility under 
Criterion D, it is likely that these have been destroyed. The overall integrity of this site has been severely 
compromised. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
117 Papoose Virginia City Storey Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Papoose Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The site is 
located west of Devil’s Gate. 
      
The site is located between Main Street, a cut and paved road, and a hillside with a seasonal water run-off 
or ephemeral stream at its base. The site consists of three tailings piles, a trash dump, and an ore chute. The 
trash dump and ore chute are contemporaneous with the known mill dates. The ore chute is not likely in its 
original location and is, therefore, if related to the mill, has lost integrity of location. The three tailings piles 
are large and cover most of site. Additionally, there is a 1,000 foot deep mine shaft on the site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Papoose Mill Site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District. 
The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed in before 1871, and was a small steam powered mill. Nothing is known of the mill after 1877 
beyond the entities that owned the property. Nonetheless, it is a small mill that exemplifies the Period 2: 
Comstock Fluctuations (1864-1872). The unique history of the mill and its role as a primary location for the 
exploitation of resources in the Comstock would support its eligibility under Criterion A. We recommend it is 
ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people at the regional or national level associated with the mill. 
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. The integrity of location and setting related to Criteria A and C are poor, 
however, and compromise its eligibility under both criteria. Finally, a large relocated ore chute is present on 
the site as are several very large tailings piles. There is also a mine shaft present on the site. The presence of 
the mill features suggests that there is a possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under 
Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are 
unevaluated. 
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
118 Roxby 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (ST) State Ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Roxby Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The site is 
located west of Devil’s Gate.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Roxby Mill point. It is buried under tailings piles, most 
likely those associated with the Papoose Mill (#117) 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Roxby Mill site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District. 
The only evidence for this mill is the data point provided to us by NDEP. The historic background provides no 
information about the history of the mill, and there is no associated physical evidence to support its 
eligibility under Criterion A. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant 
people associated with it. We also find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as 
it is not known what form the buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of 
associated documentary evidence and lack of mill features on the surface. Finally, the site is buried under 
tailings piles potentially associated with the Papoose Mill, and buried deposits could support its eligibility 
under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are 
unevaluated.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
119 Piute Dayton Lyon Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Piute Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The site is 
located west of Devil’s Gate.  
 
The site consists of one small section of rock wall located on and in an ephemeral stream and a sparse lithic 
scatter on hillside above stream. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Piute Mill site is considered eligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock 
Historic District.  
The historic background would indicate that the mill is potentially eligible under Criterion A; it is known that 
the mill was constructed in 1863, and was a substantial mill possessing 20 stamps. The mill expanded and 
increased capacity in subsequent years until the early 1870s. By 1871 or 1872 the mill was idle, but by 1876 
had resumed production with 20 stamps and a 50 ton daily capacity, reflecting the fluctuating economy of 
the Comstock at the time (Period 3: Comstock Fluctuations). It appears on several historic period maps, and 
its history and its role as an early location for the exploitation of resources on the Comstock would support 
its eligibility under Criterion A, particularly in relation to both the Comstock Bonanza and Comstock 
Fluctuations Periods. Ruins on the surface validated the mill’s presence, and artifacts are also scattered 
across the site. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people associated 
with it. The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as 
there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as 
it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
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components may lack individual distinction. The integrity related to Criteria A and C are only fair, as there 
are few remaining components of the mill present today, which compromise its eligibility under both 
criteria. 
A portion of a rock wall and the presence of artifacts on the site suggests a possibility of buried deposits that 
could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this 
project, these materials are unevaluated. 

 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
120 Santo Gold Hill Storey (ST) State Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Santo Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The site is 
located west of Devil’s Gate.  
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Santo Mill. Main Street in Gold Hill, NV was 
constructed and paved over the mill’s former location. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. 
The only evidence for this mill is the data point provided to us by NDEP. The historic background provides no 
information about the history of the mill, and there are no remaining standing structures on the site to 
support its eligibility under Criterion A. Modern paving has eradicated any surface remains of this mill, 
compromising its integrity across all categories. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as 
there are no significant people associated with it. We also find that there is no evidence that the site is 
eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known what form the buildings and associated structures might have 
taken, given the dearth of associated documentary evidence. There is the possibility that there are 
subsurface materials preserved under the modern paving, that could be associated with this site and 
support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, 
these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
121 Atlas Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Atlas Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The site is 
located west of Devil’s Gate.  
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found to suggest the Atlas Mill was here. Additionally, this site is 
likely the same as the Seals Mill site (Mill #122). 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Atlas Mill Site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District. 
The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed in 1861 or 1862, and had five stamps.  The mill expanded to 15 stamps by 1865 and was run by 
a steam engine. The mill never converted to waterpower, and reflects the continuing use of steam power by 
some mills on the Comstock. Documentary evidence shows that it was still in use in 1882, though nothing 
more is known after this date. Nonetheless, the mill contributes to an understanding of Comstock milling 
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and mining through Period 2: Comstock Bonanza, Period 3: Comstock Fluctuations, Period 4: Big Bonanza, 
and Period 5: Comstock Era Decline. The unique history of the mill and its role as a primary location for the 
exploitation of resources in the Comstock would support its eligibility under Criterion A. We recommend it is 
ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people at the regional or national level associated with the mill. 
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. The integrity of location and setting related to Criteria A and C are poor, 
however, and compromise its eligibility under both criteria. The integrity of the site was fair at the time of 
survey; however, since survey was completed modern mining operations have graded and destroyed the 
site. Although buried deposits could support its eligibility under Criterion D, it is likely that these have been 
destroyed. The overall integrity of this site has been severely compromised, and for this reason we 
recommend it ineligible. 

 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
122 Seals 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Seals Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The site is 
located west of Devil’s Gate.  
       
The Seals Mill was recorded in conjunction with the adjacent Atlas Mill (#121). The anthropogenically-
altered mountain slope is shaped by three terraces cut into the hillside for the purposes of gravity milling, 
and one feature. No standing structures remain, but brick fragments were present. The top terrace consists 
of mining tailings and milled timber fragments. Mill tailings are located at the base of the slope. The second 
terrace consists of a flat area that is abruptly cut off on the south side due to more recent mining activity. 
The third terrace consists of undulating, and historically disturbed, land extending to the road.  
      
There are few artifacts on surface, including metal strapping, ferrous pipes, an estimated 100 White 
Improved Earthenware fragments, crushed ferrous cans, both square and round, an estimated 50 brick 
fragments, tar remnants, solarized glass, and a small lithic scatter. 
  
Eligibility Information 
The Seals Mill Site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District. This is the same site as the Atlas Mill Site. 
The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed in 1861 or 1862, and had five stamps. was a small steam powered mill. The mill expanded to 15 
stamps by 1865 and was run by a steam engine. The mill never converted to waterpower, and reflects the 
continuing use of steam power by some mills on the Comstock. Documentary evidence shows that it was 
still in use in 1882, though nothing more is known after this date. Nonetheless, the mill contributes to an 
understanding of Comstock milling and mining through Period 2: Comstock Bonanza, Period 3: Comstock 
Fluctuations, Period 4: Big Bonanza, and Period 5: Comstock Era Decline. The unique history of the mill and 
its role as a primary location for the exploitation of resources in the Comstock would support its eligibility 
under Criterion A. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people at the regional or 
national level associated with the mill. The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be 
eligible under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period 
present at the site, particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. The integrity of location and 
setting related to Criteria A and C are poor, however, and compromise its eligibility under both criteria. The 
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integrity of the site was fair at the time of survey; however, since survey was completed modern mining 
operations have graded and destroyed the site. Although buried deposits could support its eligibility under 
Criterion D, it is likely that these have been destroyed. The overall integrity of this site has been severely 
compromised, and for this reason we recommend it ineligible. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
123 Douglas Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Douglas Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street, in Gold Hill. The site is 
located west of Devil’s Gate. The site is located on the right hand side of the road when one is traveling 
north to Virginia City.  
    
All that remains of the Douglas Mill site is a dry-laid rock wall measuring approximately ten meters by one 
meter (Feature 123-1). New road construction, erosion, incursion of the modern New York Mine, and 
vegetation overgrowth have destroyed the historic mill. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Douglas Mill Site is considered eligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District; its integrity is good, but has been compromised by modern construction and 
continuing mining activity. 
The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed in 1861 or 1862, and had 10 stamps. The mill was powered by steam expanded to 15 stamps by 
1865 and expanded to 15 stamps by 1872. It was noted by De Quille in 1889 as possessing 10 stamps, 
though it may have ceased to operate by that point. The mill contributes to an understanding of Comstock 
milling and mining through Period 2: Comstock Bonanza, Period 3: Comstock Fluctuations, Period 4: Big 
Bonanza, and Period 5: Comstock Era Decline. The unique history of the mill and its role as a primary 
location for the exploitation of resources in the Comstock would support its eligibility under Criterion A. We 
recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people at the regional or national level associated 
with the mill. The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, 
as there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly 
as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction. The integrity of location and setting related to Criteria A and C 
are poor, however, and compromise its eligibility under both criteria. A single feature was identified on the 
site: a dry-laid rock wall measuring approximately ten meters by one meter (Feature 123-1), but road 
construction, erosion, incursion of the modern New York Mine, and vegetation overgrowth have 
compromised the integrity of the site. Nonetheless, a portion of a rock wall and the presence of artifacts on 
the site suggests a possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since 
subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
124 Marysville Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Marysville Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The site is 
located west of Devil’s Gate. The site is located on the right hand side of the road when one is traveling 
north to Virginia City.  
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A small flat area that includes an ephemeral stream or ditch serves as an eastern boundary of the site. A 
small rock wall sits in a hillside to the north. A depression containing galvanized sheet metal is associated 
with the rock wall. Pipes and bricks are also scattered throughout the north section of flat area. The flat area 
has been fenced off as animal pen, and the depression and rock wall had been fenced off to keep the 
livestock out. A trash scatter with mill-associated artifacts is located to the north of the recorded site. 
Included in the scatter are crucibles, assay cupules, slag, glass, ceramics, oyster shells, ceramic bottles, tin 
cans, and other historic artifacts. Due to lack of integrity, as the scatter is located in a drainage ditch, the 
trash scatter was not included in the Marysville site perimeter.  
 
This site, scatter, and feature are more likely associated with Mill Name Unknown (#125), Empire Mill 
(#126), and the Stuart & Kirkpatrick Mill (#127), rather than the Marysville Mill. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Marysville Mill Site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District; its integrity is poor and has been compromised by modern construction and 
earthmoving events. 
The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed in 1861 at the considerable expense of $50,000. This was a large mill, with 15 stamps, 
Hungarian amalgamation pans, four Chile mills, a 35 horsepower engine, and a capacity of 36 tons per day. 
Period documentation suggests notes that the mill had a unique process for milling, without elaboration. By 
1863 the mill had only nine stamps and a reduced capacity. It is mentioned in 1872, but there is no further 
history of the ill is available documentary sources. The mill contributes to an understanding of Comstock 
milling and mining through Period 2: Comstock Bonanza, Period 3: Comstock Fluctuations. The unique 
history of the mill and its role as a primary location for the exploitation of resources in the Comstock would 
support its eligibility under Criterion A. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people 
at the regional or national level associated with the mill. The physical components of this mill could also be 
considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of 
the period present at the site, particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. The integrity of location and 
setting related to Criteria A and C are poor, however, and compromise its eligibility under both criteria. A 
single feature was identified on the site: an earth and stone wall, but generally, the site’s integrity has been 
severely compromised by modern earthmoving.  The rock wall and the presence of artifacts on the site 
suggests a possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since 
subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
125 Unknown Gold Hill Storey (LM) BLM Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
 
This site, Name Unknown, is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The site 
is located west of Devil’s Gate. The site is located on the right hand side of the road when one is traveling 
north to Virginia City.  
      
Little remains, structurally, at the mill site. Artifacts, however, were located. A domestic trash scatter 
including oyster shell, cut bone, cut nails, cans, slate, glass, earthenware, and stoneware, is eroding 
downslope into the canyon below. These items are, therefore, out of context due to erosion. The only 
evidence of milling operations on site are tailings piles which are located in and adjacent to a depression cut 
into the hill side.  
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The remains found at this site are more likely also associated, instead, with the Marysville Mill (#124), the 
Empire Mill Site (#126), and the Stuart & Kirkpatrick Mill (#127). 
 
Eligibility Information 
The mill site (name unknown) is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in 
the Comstock Historic District. 
The only evidence for this mill is the data point provided to us by NDEP. The historic background provides no 
information about the history of the mill, and there is no associated physical evidence to support its 
eligibility under Criterion A. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant 
people associated with it. We also find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as 
it is not known what form the buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of 
associated documentary evidence. A domestic trash scatter was identified within 30 meters of the data 
point. There are no mill remains present, and the only evidence of milling activity are tailings likely 
associated with modern milling activity. The presence of the artifacts on the surface as well as the identified 
mill features suggests that there is a high possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under 
Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are 
unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
126 Empire Mill Gold Hill Storey (LM) BLM Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Empire State Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The site 
is located west of Devil’s Gate. The site is located on the right hand side of the road when one is traveling 
north to Virginia City.  
       
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Empire Mill point. The landscape has been 
anthropogenically disturbed for several decades since the mill was dismantled.  
 
This site is likely also associated with the Marysville Mill (#124), Mill Name Unknown (#125), and the Stuart 
& Kirkpatrick Mill (Mill #127). 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Empire Mill Site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District; its integrity is poor and has been compromised by modern construction and 
earthmoving events. 
The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed in 1860 and used the Veatch process. By 1866 the mill was steam operated and  had 16 stamps. 
Documentary evidence suggests that the mill was to expand in 1866, but there is no documentary evidence 
to suggest this is so. The mill contributes to an understanding of Comstock milling and mining through 
Period 2: Comstock Bonanza and Period 3: Comstock Fluctuations. The unique history of the mill and its role 
as a primary location for the exploitation of resources in the Comstock would support its eligibility under 
Criterion A. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people at the regional or national 
level associated with the mill. The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible 
under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at 
the site, particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable 
entity whose components may lack individual distinction. The integrity of location and setting related to 
Criteria A and C are poor, however, and compromise its eligibility under both criteria. The active use of the 
landscape suggests poor preservation of subsurface remains, but the possibility of buried deposits could 
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support its eligibility under Criterion D. Since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these 
materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
127 Stuart & 

Kirkpatrick 
Silver City Lyon (PR) Private ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
This site is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The site is located west of 
Devil’s Gate. The site is located on the right hand side of the road when one is traveling north to Virginia 
City.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Stuart & Kirkpatrick. The landscape has been 
anthropogenically disturbed for several decades since the mill was dismantled.  
 
This site is likely also associated with the Marysville Mill (#124), Mill Name Unknown (#125), and the Stuart 
& Kirkpatrick Mill (Mill #127). 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Stuart and Kirkpatrick Mill Site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for 
inclusion in the Comstock Historic District; its integrity is poor and has been compromised by modern 
construction. 
The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed by 1862, and contained 16 stamps, a 40 horsepower steam engine, 48 Knox pans, 16 Varney 
pans, and had a capacity of 24 tons a day; the machinery came from Miner’s Foundry in San Francisco. It is a 
large mill that exemplifies the Period 2: Comstock Fluctuations (1864-1872), and the last record of the mill is 
in 1879. The unique history of the mill and its role as a primary location for the exploitation of resources in 
the Comstock would support its eligibility under Criterion A.  The mill was described as among the largest in 
the territory in 1865. 
Historical research indicates that one of the owners of the mill was William M. Stewart, a prominent 
Comstock lawyer (and later, U.S. senator) and could be eligible, then, under Criteria B through this 
association. The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as 
there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as 
it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction. The integrity of location and setting related to Criteria A and C 
are poor—all mill evidence has been removed from the site—and compromise its eligibility under both 
criteria. The active use of the landscape suggests poor preservation of subsurface remains, but the 
possibility of buried deposits could support its eligibility under Criterion D. Since subsurface testing is 
outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
128 Con-Chollar Filter Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Con-Chollar Mill site is located off of State Route 342, also known as S Main Street in Gold Hill. The site 
is located west of Devil’s Gate. The site is located on the left hand side of the road when one is traveling 
north to Virginia City.  
      



 

 
 
Final Report – Comstock Archaeological Mill Site Inventory  Page 86 

The site consists of the remains of the Con-Chollar/Filter Mill and contains six features or structures. Five of 
the six structures are still standing, and all six are in various states of disrepair and dilapidation. These 
structures were constructed on multiple, terraced platforms built into the canyon walls.  
      
Eligibility Information 
The Con-Chollar or Filter Mill is recommended eligible for the National Historic Register. The site is 
recommended to be eligible under Criterion A as it is associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. Historical information uncovered information regarding 
the mill’s structure, which is corroborated by historic photos, ore processing techniques, and the mines from 
which they received their ore. Built in 1930 and closed in 1942, the mill can provide vital information about 
the Comstock Era Decline period of Comstock history and the ways milling and mining were affected by the 
area’s decline. Additionally, as the mill was closed due to an executive order passed to aid in the war effort, 
the history of the Con-Chollar can provide information about the ways World War Two had regional impacts 
on the Comstock. 
The site is recommended as ineligible under Criterion B as historical research did not uncover any significant 
persons, locally, regionally, or nationally, to be associated with the mill.  
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. 
Finally, the site is recommended as eligible under Criterion D as it is likely to yield information important to 
prehistory or history. The integrity of the site both above and below ground is good as there are several 
standing mill structures present on site and several ancillary features and buildings still standing. As a result, 
the site holds important information on construction methods, structural organization, and the machinery 
and methods used to process the ore. While no excavation was conducted during survey and, therefore, the 
depth of cultural fill was not tested, the good condition of the site, intact nature of the surface deposits and 
structures, lack of intensive disturbances on the site, and the relatively recent date at which the property 
was abandoned suggest that subsurface archaeological remains most likely exist and retain context and 
integrity as well. No materials were collected in the survey of this site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
129 Rigby Silver City Lyon (LM) BLM Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Rigby Mill site is located just south of American Flat, behind the hill ridge that delineates American Flat 
from the surrounding Virginia Mountain Range.  
       
The survey area for the mill is covered in sagebrush  and located along the Virginia & Truckee Railroad. 
Artifacts at the site include bricks, bottle glass, and old upright fence posts. The ground surface looks to be 
disturbed. The surface artifacts and features provide inconclusive evidence of the mill location. 
      
At the time of survey, Kautz Environmental was also at the site, recording the area in entirety. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Rigby Mill Site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District; its integrity is poor and has been compromised by modern construction and 
earthmoving events. 
 The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed by 1862 and was steampowered until it was removed in 1870 to below Spring Valley. The 
moving of the mill has compromised its eligibility. 
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We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people at the regional or national level 
associated with the mill. The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under 
Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, 
particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components may lack individual distinction. The integrity of location and setting related to Criteria A 
and C are poor, however, and compromise its eligibility under both criteria. Some artifacts were present at 
the site, but the active use of the landscape suggests poor preservation of subsurface remains, but the 
possibility of buried deposits could support its eligibility under Criterion D. Since subsurface testing is 
outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
130 Reed & Wades Silver City Lyon (LM) BLM Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Reed & Wades Mill site is located just south of American Flat, behind the hill ridge that delineates 
American Flat from the surrounding Virginia Mountain Range. This site is located in American Flat, on the 
western side of the flat.  
      
The site consists of three highly-eroded terraces just below a two-track road. The terraces and area 
surrounding the terraces is littered with early Comstock-era domestic debris, including brick fragments, cut 
nails, and bits of sheet metal. On the north side of the lowest terrace is a depression surrounded by a high 
concentration of bottle glass, ceramic, stoneware bottle fragments. Associated artifacts include barrel 
hoops, White Improved Earthenware, porcelain, bottle glass, cut nails, sheet metal, bricks, galvanized 
bucket, fuel cans, cable, and oyster shells. There is an east-west running fence on the southern portion of 
the site, southwest of the terraces made of barbed wire and 2" pipe. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Reed & Wades Mill site is located just south of American Flat, behind the hill ridge that delineates 
American Flat from the surrounding Virginia Mountain Range. This site is located on the western side of the 
flat. The Reed & Wades mill site is considered unevaluated for the National Historic Register, and for 
inclusion in the Comstock Historic District; its integrity is poor and has been compromised by modern mining 
and earthmoving events. 
The site consists of three highly-eroded terraces just below a two-track road. The terraces and area 
surrounding the terraces is littered with early Comstock-era domestic debris, including brick fragments, cut 
nails, and bits of sheet metal. On the north side of the lowest terrace is a depression surrounded by a high 
concentration of bottle glass, ceramic, stoneware bottle fragments. Associated artifacts include barrel 
hoops, White Improved Earthenware, porcelain, bottle glass, cut nails, sheet metal, bricks, galvanized 
bucket, fuel cans, cable, and oyster shells. There is an east-west running fence on the southern portion of 
the site, southwest of the terraces made of barbed wire and 2" pipe. 
The historic background indicates it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was constructed 
by 1861 and utilized the Hatch process until it was destroyed in a fire in 1864.  
We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people at the regional or national level 
associated with the mill. The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under 
Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, 
particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components may lack individual distinction. The integrity of location and setting related to Criteria A 
and C are poor, however, and compromise its eligibility under both criteria.  
Some artifacts were present at the site, but the active use of the landscape suggests poor preservation of 
subsurface remains, but the possibility of buried deposits could support its eligibility under Criterion D. Since 
subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
131 Bay State 7 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private Eligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Bay State Mill site is located in American Flat, on the western side of the flat.  
      
The site is located to the north of a southwest-to-northeast trending drainage.  
      
Eligibility Information 
The Bay State Mill site is recommended as eligible for the National Historic Register and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District. 
Under Criterion A, the site is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history. There is little historical research found about the mill, but it is known that it 
operated between 1865 and 1871 and had 23 stamps. The mill worked only during Period 3: Comstock 
Fluctuations and burned in 1871, and would provide considerable information about this period. While the 
workmanship and design of the buildings has lost all integrity, the landscape maintains quite a number of 
elements that uphold the site’s eligibility under Criterion A. 
The site is recommended ineligible under Criterion B as historical research did not uncover any significant 
persons, locally, regionally, or nationally in association with the mill.  
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. 
This site has been determined eligible for National Register status complying with Criterion D as it is likely to 
yield information important to prehistory or history. The integrity of the site is good, though there are 
disturbances that have certainly impacted portions of the site. Surface features associated with the mill 
include three building foundations, a large drain, two unidentified depressions, and a possible road. While 
excavations were not conducted during survey and the depth of cultural fill was not tested, the integrity of 
the site suggests that subsurface archaeological remains may still be extant and retain context.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
132 Baltimore Silver City Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Baltimore Mill site is located in American Flat, on the western side of the flat. The site is located to the 
north of a southwest-to-northeast trending drainage.  
 
Despite the fact that no remains of the historic mill are present, six extant features testify to the former 
presence of the mill. Feature 132-1 is a roadbed. Feature 132-2 is a house platform. Feature 132-3 is a 
historic artifact scatter. Feature 132-4 is a modern culvert. Feature 132-5 is a bladed road. And Feature 132-
6 is a depression. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The historic background suggests that the site is ineligible under Criterion A. The Evans Mill was relocated to 
the site in 1878 and renamed the Baltimore Mill. No other historical information regarding this mill was 
found and its history suggests its eligibility, it no longer retains integrity of location setting, feeling, or 
workmanship. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people at the regional or 
national level associated with the mill. The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be 
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eligible under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period 
present at the site, particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. The integrity of location and 
setting related to Criteria C is also poor, however, and compromise its eligibility under this criteria. There is a 
possibility that buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D. Since subsurface testing is 
outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
133 Utah Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Utah Mill site is located off of Main Street in Gold Hill, NV.  
      
The Utah Mill Site consists of three features.  
      
Eligibility Information 
This site has been determined ineligible for National Register status as it does not comply with Criterion A as 
it is not associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history. It also does not comply with Criterion B as historical research did not indicate this site’s association 
with the life or lives of a person or persons significant in our past. It does not comply with Criterion C as it 
does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction, or that represent 
the work of a master, or that possesses high artistic values, or that represent a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. Finally this site has been 
determined ineligible for National Register status as it does not comply with Criterion D as it is not likely to 
yield information important to prehistory or history. No materials were collected in the survey of this site. In 
addition, no excavation was performed; therefore, the depth of the cultural fill is suspected, but was not 
tested. The site integrity is poor, and it is likely this area is was a mine site, not a milling operation. This site 
was surveyed before field methods were finalized; therefore, some of the survey data is incomplete. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
134 Imperial Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Imperial Mill site is located off of Main Street in Gold Hill, NV.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Imperial point. It was most likely destroyed due to 
house construction and flooding. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site has been determined ineligible for National Register status as it does not comply with Criterion A as 
it is not associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history. It also does not comply with Criterion B as historical research did not indicate this site’s association 
with the life or lives of a person or persons significant in our past. It does not comply with Criterion C as it 
does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction, or that represent 
the work of a master, or that possesses high artistic values, or that represent a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. Finally this site has been 
determined ineligible for National Register status as it does not comply with Criterion D as it is not likely to 
yield information important to prehistory or history. No materials were collected in the survey of this site. In 
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addition, no excavation was performed; therefore, the depth of the cultural fill is suspected, but was not 
tested. The site integrity is poor. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
135 Washoe G&S Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The Washoe G&S Mill site is located off of Main Street in Gold Hill, NV.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Washoe G&S point. It was most likely destroyed due to 
house construction and flooding. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Washoe G & S Mill Site is considered unevaluated for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in 
the Comstock Historic District. The site integrity is heavily impacted by house construction and flooding 
activities.  
 The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed between 1860 and 1861 and was reported to be the largest mill on the Comstock at the time. 
Historical research revealed information on the mill’s ore-processing techniques and machinery used. The 
last mention of the mill in the documentary record is in 1863. Although its history suggests its eligibility, it no 
longer retains integrity of location, setting, feeling, or workmanship. We recommend it is ineligible under 
Criterion B; there are no people at the regional or national level associated with the mill. The physical 
components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be 
considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it contributes to 
the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack 
individual distinction. The integrity of location and setting related to Criteria C is also poor, however, and 
compromise its eligibility under this criteria. There is a possibility of buried deposits that could support its 
eligibility under Criterion D. Since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are 
unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
136 Yellow Jacket Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Yellow Jacket Mill site is located off of Main Street in Gold Hill, NV.  
    
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Yellow Jacket point. 
 
Eligibility Information 
Historic background indicates that the Yellow Jacket Mill is potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed in 1908, the only year it was found during our historical research. Research also revealed 
information concerning the mill’s ore processing techniques, machinery used, and the mines from which it 
received ore. Although its history suggests its eligibility, it no longer retains integrity of location, setting, 
feeling, or workmanship. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people at the 
regional or national level associated with the mill. The physical components of this mill could also be 
considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of 
the period present at the site, particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. The integrity of location and 
setting related to Criteria C is also poor, however, and compromise its eligibility under this criteria. There is a 
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possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D. Since subsurface testing is 
outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
137 Kinkhead Gold Hill Storey (CO) County Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Kinkhead Mill site is located off of Main Street in Gold Hill, NV.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Kinkhead Mill point. It is located under a modern dirt 
road. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Kinkhead Mill Site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District; its integrity is poor and a modern dirt road covers most of the site.  
The historic background indicates the mill is ineligible under Criterion A; the mill was constructed before 
1905 and the last mention of the mill in the documentary record is in 1924. Beyond ownership history, 
nothing else is known about the Kinkhead Mill. Additionally, it no longer retains integrity of location, setting, 
feeling, or workmanship. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people at the 
regional or national level associated with the mill. The physical components of this mill could also be 
considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of 
the period present at the site, particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. The integrity of location and 
setting related to Criteria C is also poor, however, and compromise its eligibility under this criterion. There is 
a possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but the modern road 
construction has likely impacted any remaining deposits, so we recommend it as ineligible under this 
criterion.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
138 Gerard Fourcherie Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Gerard Fourcherie Mill site is located off of Main Street in Gold Hill, NV.  
    
All that remains of the mill site is a small part of a rock wall and a pile of rocks, possibly the remnants of a 
foundation. The site is bisected by the Comstock Lode Road. Due to road construction and subsequent road 
maintenance, the site condition is poor. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Gerard Fourcherie mill site has been determined eligible for the National Historic Register based on 
Criteria A, and Criteria D. This site has been determined as it complies with Criterion A by association with 
events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history as it was well-known 
historically for its unique ore processing technology. This site complies with Criterion D as it is likely to yield 
information important to prehistory or history as well. No materials were collected in the survey of this site. 
In addition, no excavation was performed; however, the depth of the cultural fill is suspected, but was not 
tested. All that remains of the mill site is a small portion of a rock wall and a pile of rocks, possibly the 
remnants of a foundation. The site is bisected by the Comstock Lode Road. Due to road construction and 
subsequent road maintenance, the site condition is poor. 
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
139 Petaluma Silver City Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The Petaluma Mill site is located off of Main Street in Gold Hill, NV.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at  the Petaluma Mill point.  
 
Eligibility Information 
The Petaluma Mill Site is considered unevaluated for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District; its integrity is poor. 
The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed by 1862 and historical research revealed information on the mill’s machinery and ownership 
and financial history. The last mention of the mill in the documentary record is in 1880, if the mill was 
relocated, or 1887 if it was not. Although its history suggests its eligibility, it no longer retains integrity of 
location setting, feeling, or workmanship. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no 
people at the regional or national level associated with the mill. While Sharon owned the mill in 1870, he co-
owned it, and his level of involvement in the mill or how long he owned it unknown. The physical 
components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be 
considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it contributes to 
the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack 
individual distinction. The integrity of location and setting related to Criteria C is also poor, however, and 
compromise its eligibility under this criteria. There is a possibility of buried deposits that could support its 
eligibility under Criterion D, especially as reports suggest the mill was buried. Since subsurface testing is 
outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
140 Sapphire Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Sapphire Mill site is located off of Main Street in Gold Hill, NV.  
 
The site consists of a small collection of bricks eroding from the hillside into a depression, and associated 
heavy metal machinery. The southern end of the site consists of a small trash scatter that includes buttons, 
both prosser and ferrous, fragments of ferrous metal and strapping, White Improved Earthenware sherds, 
and stoneware bottles. Several round depressions are located on the hillside. One small depression in the 
hillside is three meters by a half-meter deep. There are no historic buildings or structures on the site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Sapphire Mill site has been determined eligible for the National Historic Register and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District. 
Under Criterion A, the mill is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history. The extensive historical documentation of the mill attests to the importance of this 
mill as a large and productive mill, which would contribute important information to an understanding of 
Period 2: Comstock Bonanza, Period 3: Comstock Fluctuations and Period 4: Big Bonanza. The technology at 
the mill was state of the art for its time, with the main building of the mill measured 61 by 58 feet and 
contained a 34 horsepower steam engine, four straight batteries with four stamps each, 24 Knox pans and 8 
steam flues. By 1864 it was considered to be one of the best in Gold Canyon. The mill was overhauled in 
1865, and thus is an excellent example of the changing approaches to milling during the Comstock 
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Fluctuations period. The mill continued to operate through at least 1882. While there is little evidence of the 
mill on the surface of the site today, there is good integrity of location and setting of the landscape, and 
buried deposits promise to aid in understanding the milling activities here. 
The site is recommended as ineligible under Criterion B as no local, regional, or national persons of 
significance were found in association with this mill. 
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. 
Finally, this site is recommended as eligible under Criterion D as it is likely to yield information important to 
prehistory or history. The integrity of the site is good. There are several landscape features still extant, 
including anthropogenically created terraces and ditches as well as a small rock feature, and the remains of 
a water tank, sits on the highest bench. While no excavation was performed and the depth of the cultural fill 
was not tested, the fair integrity of the site, lack of intensive natural or anthropogenic disturbances, and 
fairly recent date of mill operation all suggest that subsurface archaeological materials may remain and 
retain context. No materials were collected in the survey of this site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
141 Dietrich Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Dietrich Mill site is located off of Main Street in Gold Hill, NV. It is on the right hand side if one is 
traveling north towards Virginia City.  
      
The site consists of terraces and a ditch carved into the hillside. The highest bench is circular, and there are 
remains of a slight rounded cutout from the hillside. The downslope, western-most, second and third 
benches have no artifact remains. On the third bench, however, there is a small rock feature, approximately 
one meter in diameter, built of a few courses of stacked rock constructed in a circular shape. 
      
Feature 141-1, the remains of a water tank, sits on the highest bench. Only the metal bindings and 
strappings are left. Tie-downs are present to the north approximately four meters from the edge of Feature 
141-1. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Dietrich Mill site is recommended as eligible for the National Historic Register. Under Criterion A, the 
mill is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 
While no historical information was uncovered on this mill, two photographs from 1902 and 1906 provide 
information on the mill’s structure, its location on the landscape, outbuildings, and possibly about the ore 
processing techniques and machinery used. The mill’s period of significance on the Comstock is the 
Comstock Era Decline.  
The site is recommended as ineligible under Criterion B as no local, regional, or national persons of 
significance were found in association with this mill. 
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. 
Finally, this site is recommended as eligible under Criterion D as it is likely to yield information important to 
prehistory or history. The integrity of the site is fair. There are several landscape features still extant, 
including anthropogenically created terraces, a ditch, a circular rock feature and the remains of a water 
tank. While no excavation was performed and the depth of the cultural fill was not tested, the fair integrity 
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of the site, lack of intensive natural or anthropogenic disturbances, and fairly recent date of mill operation 
all suggest that subsurface archaeological materials may remain and retain context. No materials were 
collected in the survey of this site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
142 Rhode Island Silver City Lyon Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Rhode Island Mill site is located off of Main Street in Gold Hill, NV.  
      
The site consists of one feature and a depression which was flattened for the purpose of building the mill on. 
Modern storage units are adjacent to the feature.        
      
Feature 142-1, the mill foundation, consists of three large grey stone blocks. The first is approximately four 
meters by one-and-a-half meters by two meters with six equidistant bolts still present. The second block is 
approximately three meters by one-and-a-half meters by two meters with four equidistant bolts. The third, 
and final, gray brick is approximately two-and-a-half meters by one-and-a-half meters by two meters with 
four equidistant bolts. All fourteen bolts are threaded. These blocks are sitting on a foundation of hewn 
green stone blocks which are approximately one-half meter by one-half meter by three-fourths-meter. 
About three meters east sits one hewn block similar to other three. It has two bolt holes, but the bolts are 
broken off. To the west, a structure is built up on similar green blocks to match the height of the first group 
described. On top are two of the same grey blocks. One is two-and-a-half meters by one-and-a-half meters 
by one-and-a-half meters with four extant bolts, and the other block is approximately two meters by one-
and-a-half meters by one-and-a-half meters with two bolts. Bricks and ferrous metal are present among the 
blocks.  
      
Very little artifact scatter is present at the site, but some ceramic and ferrous pipe fragments are also 
present in association with feature. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Rhode Island Mill site is recommended as eligible for the National Historic Register and for inclusion in 
the Comstock Historic District.  
Under Criterion A, the mill is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history. Historical research uncovered information regarding the mill’s structure and 
construction, which is corroborated by historical photographs, the machinery used, ore processing 
techniques employed, and the mine’s from which it received ore. Constructed in 1862 and operating until at 
least 1887, the mill imparts important information regarding Comstock History during the Comstock 
Bonanza, Comstock Fluctuations, Big Bonanza, and Comstock Era Decline periods and could prove a vital 
source in learning about the changes in mining and milling technology and processes over time in the area. 
The site is recommended as ineligible under Criterion B as no local, regional, or national persons of 
significance were found in association with this mill. 
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. 
Finally, the site is recommended as eligible under Criterion D as it is likely to yield information important to 
prehistory or history. Despite the construction of storage units and a driveway on the property, the integrity 
of the site is good. Numerous pieces of the mill structure, including stone foundations, stamp axle, and 
reinforced drainage, are still extant on the surface, and it is likely that subsurface remains are intact. There is 
a possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion Most likely, however, the 
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recent leveling of the northern portion of the site and subsequent construction of the storage units may 
have compromised subsurface materials and their context on that portion of the site. No materials were 
collected in the survey of this site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
143 Coover & 

Stevenson 
Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Coover and Stevenson Mill site is located off of Main Street in Gold Hill, NV.  
      
Nothing historic remains on the site except for a mostly dilapidated wall, assorted artifacts in the form of 
scattered looter’s piles, and a small brick scatter. There is nothing to indicate that the wall or artifacts are 
associated with milling. 
 
Eligibility Information 
Historic background indicates that the Coover & Stevenson Mill is potentially eligible under Criterion A; the 
mill opened in 1860 and was nearly the first mill to begin operations on the Comstock, but missed this 
distinction by three hours. Historical research revealed further information on the mill’s ore processing 
techniques and machinery used. The last mention of the mill in the documentary record is in 1869. Although 
its history suggests its eligibility, it no longer retains integrity of location setting, feeling, or workmanship. 
We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people at the regional or national level 
associated with the mill. The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under 
Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, 
particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components may lack individual distinction. The integrity of location and setting related to Criteria C 
is also poor, however, and compromise its eligibility under both criteria. There is a possibility of buried 
deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D. Since subsurface testing is outside the scope of 
this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
144 Gold Hill Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Gold Hill Mill site is located off of Main Street in Gold Hill, NV.  
      
The site is bounded on the west by a modern two-track road and to the east by Main Street, Gold Hill, 
Nevada. No structures remain except for a few rock walls. There are two tailings piles and a moderate glass 
and ceramic scatter on the flat. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Gold Hill Mill site is recommended as eligible for the National Historic Registerand for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District. Under Criterion A, the mill is associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. Historical research uncovered information regarding the 
mill’s structure and construction, which is corroborated by historical photographs, the machinery used, ore 
processing techniques employed, and the mine’s from which it received ore. Constructed in 1861 and 
operating until at least 1882, the mill imparts important information regarding Comstock History during the 
Comstock Bonanza, Comstock Fluctuations, Big Bonanza, and Comstock Era Decline periods and could prove 
a vital source in learning about the changes in mining and milling technology and processes over time in the 
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area. The site is recommended as ineligible under Criterion B as no local, regional, or national persons of 
significance were found in association with this mill. The physical components of this mill could also be 
considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of 
the period present at the site, particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. Finally, the site is 
recommended as eligible under Criterion D as it is likely to yield information important to prehistory or 
history. The integrity of the site is fair even though no structures remain except for a few rock walls. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
145 Stevenson Washoe City Washoe (ST) State Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Stevenson Mill site is located off of Main Street in Gold Hill, NV.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Stevenson Mill Point. The area is very flat, however, 
and the vegetation is different from that of the surrounding site, which may indicate historic activity.  
      
This site is next to and therefore likely part of the Sunderland Mill (#146), the Union Mill (#147) , and the 
Staples Mill (#148). Please see these mills for additional information. 
 
Eligibility Information 
Historic background indicates that the Stevenson Mill is potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed by 1860 and historical information recovered mostly concerns the machinery used. The last 
mention of the mill in the documentary record is in 1866. Although its history suggests its eligibility, it no 
longer retains integrity of location, setting, feeling, or workmanship. We recommend it is ineligible under 
Criterion B; there are no people at the regional or national level associated with the mill. The physical 
components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be 
considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it contributes to 
the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack 
individual distinction. The integrity of location and setting related to Criteria C is also poor, however, and 
compromise its eligibility under this criterion. With regards to Criterion D, the mill site is on an area that has 
been graded; its vegetation differs from surrounding areas which suggests some anthropogenic 
interference, but site integrity is poor, there is a complete lack of structural and artifact remains, and there 
is no indication of what activity, if any, took place on-site. Finally, there is a possibility of buried deposits that 
could support its eligibility under Criterion D. Since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, 
these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
146 Sunderland Mound 

House 
Lyon (PR) Private Unevaluated 

 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
 



 

 
 
Final Report – Comstock Archaeological Mill Site Inventory  Page 97 

Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
147 Union  Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Union Mill site is located off of Main Street in Gold Hill, NV.  
      
The site consists of a mill complex located on a ridge. Two structural remains and six features are present on 
the site. Rock retaining "walls" are located to the east along the ridge line.  
      
Feature 147-1 is a trash or can dump on the south side of the site. 
      
Feature 147-2, a depression or flat area, sits on the west side of the slope, near the road that leads to the 
neighboring house.  
      
Feature 147-4 consists of five stone-and-mortar walls or footings running north-south on the south of the 
site at the south edge of the ridge plateau. Approximately five to six feet of the southern portion of the 
western-most wall has broken off. The first and second walls to the east have begun to collapse from the top 
down. Heavy timbers remain between the second and third walls from the west. Furthest to the east, the 
walls are connected at the south end (see attached drawing).  
      
Feature 147-5, a second structure on the ridge line, north of the Feature 147-4, is square and is constructed 
of wired- and nailed-together timbers. Wooden planks are latticed between large ferrous pipes which lay in 
association to the structure (see attached drawing).  
      
Feature 147-6 is a trash or can dump on the north side of the site. 
      
Overall, from the mountain top to Main Street on the west side, there are three terraces cut into the 
hillside. A fourth was added later to accommodate access to a house. A large flat area, which extends to the 
road and includes a footing feature, an ephemeral stream, and a ditch (Feature 147-3), sit at the base of the 
hillside. Artifacts include industrial remains (large piping), glass, timbers, ceramics, ferrous cans and metal, 
bricks, a power line, and cyanide drums. The site boundaries are truncated due to property boundaries. The 
site most likely continues onto the next property to the north but permission for access is not granted.  
      
This site is next to and therefore likely part of the Stevenson Mill (#145), the Sunderland Mill (#146), and the 
Staples Mill (#148). Please see these mills for additional information.      
 
Eligibility Information 
The Union Mill site is recommended as eligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District. Under Criterion A, the mill is associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. Historical information found on the mill uncovered data 
regarding the mill’s structure, machinery, and ore capacity. The mill, constructed in 1861 and last mentioned 
in 1872, contributes to our understanding of Comstock History during the Comstock Bonanza and Comstock 
Fluctuations periods.  
This site is also recommended eligible under Criterion B as historical research indicated this site’s association 
with the life or lives of a person or persons significant. William Sharon, the successful Comstock mining 
investor and Bank of California employee, bought the Union Mill in 1866. Possibly, then, the success or 
failure of the mill may have impacted Sharon’s investments.  
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
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contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. 
Finally, this site is recommended as eligible under Criterion D as it is likely to yield information important to 
prehistory or history. The integrity of the site is fair and there are several, still extant surface features and 
artifacts which indicate milling operations, including rock retaining walls, anthropogenically-created 
terraces, trash dumps, depressions, the remains of structural footings or foundations, and an overall scatter 
of industrial artifacts. While no excavation was performed and the depth of cultural fill was not tested, the 
fair integrity of the site coupled with the lack of intensive natural or anthropogenic disturbances suggests 
that subsurface materials still remain and retain context. No materials were collected in the survey of this 
site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
148 Staples Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Staples Mill site is located off of Main Street in Gold Hill, NV.  
      
The site consists of half of the Union Mill site (#147); therefore, it is unknown if the remnants constitute the 
same mill or separate mills. Moderate to heavy artifact scatters of ferrous materials, including White 
Improved Earthenware sherds and glass fragments, are scattered throughout the site. A cropping of trees is 
located on the north side of the site. There are a few terraces in the hillside and a one to one-and-a-half  
meter deep trench on the hillside traveling downslope to the southwest to the base of the hill and Main 
Street, Gold Hill, NV. Two features were also identified.  
      
Feature 148-1 is a square or rectangular pipe formation with four pipes sticking out of the ground.  
      
Feature 148-2 is a ditch, approximately one to one-and-a-half meters deep, with one large hole and two 
smaller holes or depressions. The depression may represent a washed-in or washed-out foundation or 
basement. Nails and ferrous debris are associated with the ditch.  
    
This site is next to and therefore likely part of the Stevenson Mill (#145), the Sunderland Mill (#146), and the 
Union Mill (#147). Please see these mills for additional information. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Staples Mill is recommended as eligible for the National Historic Register and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District.  
The historic background provides little to no information about the history of the mill; but we recommend 
its eligibility under Criterion A, since there are features present at the site that attest to the role of the mill. 
While these features have lost their integrity of workmanship and design, they retain integrity of location, 
setting, and feeling. 
The site is recommended as ineligible under Criterion B as no significant persons, locally, regionally, or 
nationally, were found during historic research in association with the mill.  
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. 
Finally, the site is also recommended as eligible under Criterion D as it is likely to yield information 
important to prehistory or history. Site integrity is fair and numerous features related to milling were found 
extant on the surface including a ditch, a series of tie-downs most likely representing the historic location of 
mill foundations, anthropogenically constructed terraces, and three depressions. Additionally, while no 
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excavation was performed and the depth of the cultural fill was not tested, the fair condition of the site and 
lack of intensive disturbances to the surface suggests that subsurface archaeological deposits may still 
remain and retain context.  No materials were collected in the survey of this site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
149 Crown Point Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Crown Point Mill site is located off of Main Street in Gold Hill, NV.  
      
The Crown Point Mill is located adjacent to and most likely destroyed the McClellan Mine and Mill (#150) 
during its construction. The Crown Point Mill site, therefore, consists of the remains of the McClellan Mine 
and Mill buildings.  
      
The mine consists of a cement shaft foundation and wooden headframe manufactured from cut heavy 
timbers.  
 
The mill structure is a large, simple building, which is still standing. It has a concrete foundation, wood 
siding, and is covered in corrugated, galvanized, sheet metal. This site was likely operational into the 1980's. 
For more detailed information about the Crown Point Mill please see the attached ARA forms. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Crown Point Mill site is recommended as eligible for the National Historic Register and for inclusion in 
the Comstock Historic District.  
The site is associated with the major theme of mining, and has the potential to contribute to a greater 
understanding of Period 5: Comstock Era Decline, as it seems to be the second Crown Point Mill constructed 
on the site in 1935 and was in operation sporadically through 1988. The role of the mill over such a long 
period on the Comstock can contribute to an understanding of the Comstock during Period 5: Comstock 
Decline and Period 6: Tourism. The mill processed ore as well as tailings over this time period.  Tours were 
given of the mill during two distinct periods: in the 30s when it was constructed and in the 1980s during the 
time when tourism was actively promoted on the Comstock. We recommend its eligibility under Criterion A.  
We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no known people associated with the mill that 
are significant at the regional or national level. 
 The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. 
We recommend the site eligible for National Register status under Criterion D as it is likely to yield 
information important to prehistory or history. Milling remains are numerous, consisting a cement shaft 
foundation and wooden headframe manufactured from cut heavy timbers along with the mill building itself 
as well as other associated buildings. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
150 McClellan Silver City Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The McClellan Mill site is located off of Main Street in Gold Hill, NV.  
 



 

 
 
Final Report – Comstock Archaeological Mill Site Inventory  Page 100 

Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the McClellan Mill as it was destroyed and built over by 
the Crown Point Mill (#149). For more information, please see that packet. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The McClellan Mill Site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District. Site integrity is very poor, and the construction of the Crown Point Mill on the 
historic location of the McClellan Mill has most likely eradicated all presence of the previous activities 
surrounding the earlier mill. 
The historic background would indicate that it is not eligible under Criterion A. No historic information 
regarding the McClellan Mill was recovered and it no longer retains integrity of location, setting, feeling, or 
workmanship. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people at the regional or 
national level associated with the mill. The physical components of this mill are also considered to be 
ineligible under Criterion C, as there would be no considerable evidence of mining technology of the period 
present at the site, particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. The integrity of location and 
setting related to Criteria C is also poor, however, and compromise its eligibility under both criteria. There is 
little possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D. The construction of the 
Crown Point Mill on top of the previous site of the McClellan Mill suggests that subsurface archaeological 
remains, if any still exist, are highly compromised with regard to their context and integrity. It would most 
likely be impossible to distinguish the milling activities of the McClellan Mill from the more recent 
operations of the Crown Point.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
151 Bowers Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were 
unable to survey the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
152 Eclipse Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
153 Stone Quartz Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
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Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
154 Comet Silver City Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
155 Granite Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
156 Chollar Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Chollar Mill site is located off of Main Street north of Gold Hill, NV and just before Virginia City if one is 
traveling north.  
    
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Chollar Mill point. A pond and a ferrous can scatter at 
the site are probably related to the mill. A private, dilapidated residence is built on the property. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Chollar Mill site is recommended as eligible for the National Historic Register and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District. Under Criterion A, the site is associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. Historical research found information regarding the mill’s 
structure, ore processing techniques, machinery used, mine’s from which the mill received its ore. 
Additionally, the Chollar was the first electric mill built on the Comstock, making it significant in firsts. 
Constructed in 1886 and dismantled in 1901, the mill holds vital information regarding the Comstock Era 
Decline period of Comstock history and the ways mining and milling operated as the region declined. While 
the workmanship and design of the buildings has lost all integrity, the landscape maintains quite a number 
of elements that uphold the site’s eligibility under Criterion A. 
The site is recommended ineligible under Criterion B as historical research did not uncover any significant 
persons, locally, regionally, or nationally in association with the mill.  
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
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contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. 

This site has been determined eligible for National Register status complying with Criterion D as it is likely to 
yield information important to prehistory or history. The integrity of the site is fair despite disturbances 
caused by natural processes, such as erosion, and anthropogenic factors, like reuse of mill tie-downs to build 
a fence. Surface features associated with the mill include a depression most likely representing the remains 
of a settling or sluice pond, tailings piles, and a dilapidated building that may be the remains of one of the 
mill’s outbuildings. While excavations were not conducted during survey and the depth of cultural fill was 
not tested, the fair integrity of the site the lack of intensive disturbances, and the fairly recent date of site 
abandonment, suggest that subsurface archaeological remains may still be extant and retain context. No 
materials were collected in the survey of this site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
157 Hale & Norcross Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Hale & Norcross Mill site is located of F street in Virginia City.  
      
The site consists of nine cement foundations. In the largest cement foundation, numerous initials and dates 
are still impressed into the cement, including "TC"; "1931"; and "HL". The date on the cement appears to 
post-date the known operating time period for the Hale & Norcross Mill. It is doubtful, then, that they are 
related to that mill. The remains may possibly correspond to a mill other than the Hale & Norcross or a small 
mill built after the destruction of the Hale & Norcross. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Hale and Norcross Mill site is recommended as eligible for the National Historic Register and for 
inclusion in the Comstock Historic District.  
The historic background provides little to no information about the history of the mill; thus there is no 
documentary evidence to support its eligibility under Criterion A, but there are many features present at the 
site that attest to the role of the mill in the early 20th century. The 1930s era is not well understood on the 
Comstock, so this site has the potential to contribute substantial information to this time period. We 
recommend its eligibility under Criterion A.  
We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people associated with it. 
There are substantial remains of milling activities on the site, and these materials are in fair condition, so the 
mill site may be eligible under Criterion C , as there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of 
the period present at the site, particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. The eight concrete 
foundations are stamped “1931” and thus can contribute to Period 5: Comstock Era Decline.   
The site is recommended as ineligible under Criterion B as no significant persons, locally, regionally, or 
nationally, were found during historic research in association with the mill. 
The physical components of this mill could also be considered eligible under Criterion C, as there is 
considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it contributes to 
the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack 
individual distinction. 
The intact nature of the above ground material suggests a high possibility of buried deposits that could 
support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, 
these materials are unevaluated. 
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
158 Arizona Comstock Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Arizona Comstock Mill site is located in Virginia City.  
      
The site consists of five mill-related features. Feature 158-1 is a concrete pad. Feature 158-2 is a dilapidated 
wooden building. Feature 158-3 is the buried remains of a possible ore chute. Feature 158-4 is three 
sections of a rock wall. And Feature 158-5 is a concrete foundation with heavy machinery stands. It is 
possible that Features 158-3 and 158-5 are historically associated as they are bolted together. For more 
detailed information regarding these structures, please see the attached ARA form. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered to be eligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock 
Historic District.  
The site is associated with the major theme of mining, and has the potential to contribute to a greater 
understanding of Period 5: Comstock Era Decline, as it was built in 1932 and operated through 1977 when it 
was dismantled and removed to Como. The unique history of the mill and its role as a primary location for 
the exploitation of resources through the flotation and cyanide processes in the Comstock would support its 
eligibility under Criterion A. Although most of the mill has been dismantled, the site retains good integrity of 
location, setting, and feeling. 
We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people associated with it.   
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction.  
Ruins on the surface validated the mill’s significance, and artifacts are present as well. The are five large mill 
features remaining on the site including a concrete pad, a wooden building, possible remains of an ore 
chute, rock wall segments, and a concrete foundation with heavy machinery stands. The presence of the mill 
features suggests that there is a high possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under 
Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are 
unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
159 Old Dayton Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
160 Hoosier Virginia City Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
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Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
161 Comstock Cyanide 

#1 
Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Eligible 

 
Field Summary 
 
This site is located in Virginia City on H street. To access the site, you travel south on C street toward Gold 
Hill, turning left onto Flowery street and then left again onto H street. Overall, the site is below, or south of 
Mt. Davidson.       
 
The remains of the Comstock Cyanide Mill #1 consists of a single concrete footing and a few scattered 
artifacts, including bricks and clear, solarized, and aqua glass fragments. Feature 161-1 is the concrete 
footing, which has four notches and creates a berm on the landscape. An aggregate collection of tie-downs, 
threaded rods, and straps, are located in the concrete base on which Feature 161-2 sits, to the south of the 
feature. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered to be eligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock 
Historic District.  
The site is associated with the major theme of mining, and has the potential to contribute to a greater 
understanding of Period 5: Comstock Era Decline, as it was built in 1932 and operated through 1977 when it 
was dismantled and removed to Como. This mill was an addition to the Arizona Mill (#158). The unique 
history of the mill and its role as a primary location for the exploitation of resources through the flotation 
and cyanide processes in the Comstock would support its eligibility under Criterion A. Although most of the 
mill has been dismantled, the site retains good integrity of location, setting, and feeling. 
We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people associated with it.   
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction.  
Ruins on the surface validated the mill’s significance, and artifacts are present as well. There is a single 
concrete footing that creates a berm on the landscape and a few scattered artifacts, including bricks and 
clear, solarized, and aqua glass fragments. Feature 161-1 is the concrete footing, which has four notches and 
creates a berm on the landscape. The presence of the mill features suggests that there is a high possibility of 
buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the 
scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
162 Best & Belcher 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Best & Belcher Mill site is located on 380 South Q St in Virginia City, Nevada. To access the site drive 
south on C street and turn left onto Union St. Follow Union east and turn right onto Q street; the site is 
located on the right hand side of the street, across from the Virginia City High School.  
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Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Best & Belcher Mill point. The site was bulldozed, 
covered with tailings piles, or removed to another location. 
 
Eligibility Information 
Historic background indicates that the Best & Belcher Mill is potentially eligible under Criterion A; it was 
constructed in 1900 and was a substantial mill for the early 20th century on the Comstock with a capacity of 
100 tons of ore per day, and it is documented that a new mill was proposed to be constructed on the site in 
1921. There is additional documentation that the mill site was “cleaned up” in 1935. These cleaning efforts 
likely eradicated all evidence of the mill, as the site has been bulldozed and there is no evidence of the mill 
on the site today. Additionally, research did not uncover any indication that the mill was associated with 
significant persons, and we recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B. We also recommend it is ineligible 
under Criterion C as it does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of 
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possesses high artistic values, or that represent 
a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. All integrity at the 
mill site has been lost as the area has been altered significantly by heavy equipment. This means that all 
surface and subsurface archaeological remains have been highly compromised, displaced out of context, or 
destroyed. The active use of the landscape suggests poor preservation of subsurface remains, and it is 
unlikely that eligibility under Criteria D would be supported, although no subsurface testing was conducted 
as it is outside testing is outside the scope of this project. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
163 Gould & Carville 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 

 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
164 Sanborn Mound 

House 
Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Sanborn Mill site is located on 80 South O St in Virginia City, Nevada. To access the site drive south on C 
street and turn left onto Union St. Follow Union east and turn right onto O street. 
    
There is nothing left on this point; as few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Sanborn Mill 
point. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Sanborn Mill site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District. 
The only evidence for this mill is the data point provided to us by NDEP. The historic background provides no 
information about the history of the mill, and there is no associated physical evidence to support its 
eligibility under Criterion A. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant 
people associated with it. We also find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as 
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it is not known what form the buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of 
associated documentary evidence. Finally, nothing stands on the site today; the landscape appears to have 
been affected by modern earthmoving equipment. Although buried deposits could support its eligibility 
under Criterion D, it is likely that these have been destroyed. The overall integrity of this site has been 
severely compromised. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
165 Nevada Dayton Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
166 Empire Mill Virginia City Storey (LM) BLM Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
This site is located in Virginia City on 6 Mile Canyon Road, which is an extension of Mill Street. To access the 
site, you travel south on Gieger Grade which becomes C street toward Virginia City, turning left onto Mill 
Street. Overall, the site is below, or south of Mt. Davidson. At least 12 concrete slabs with tie-downs 
protruding from the top are still present on the landscape, at the Empire Mill site in Virginia City. The 
majority of the slabs have been removed and piled (by human intervention) to the east and south of the 
site. The artifacts found on site include concrete, industrial porcelain, and electrical porcelain, indicate that 
the site was used well beyond the noted dates for the Empire Mill. Dry-laid stone blocks are stacked at the 
western edge of the site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered to be eligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock 
Historic District.  
The historic background indicates that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A. Built in 1860, it was 
a large mill, with 16 stamps, a steam engine, and 20 ton capacity and used the Veatch process and 
Wakalee’s pans. In 1867 the mill became known as the Nevada Mill (#165). The mill contributes to an 
understanding of Comstock milling and mining through Period 2: Comstock Bonanza and Period 3: Comstock 
Fluctuations. The unique history of the mill and its role as a primary location for the exploitation of 
resources in the Comstock would support its eligibility under Criterion A. The context of the site is fair to 
good. While the superstructures of the mill have been dismantled, the overall elements of location, setting, 
and feeling retain are strong. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people at the 
regional or national level associated with the mill. The physical components of this mill could also be 
considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of 
the period present at the site, particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. Ruins on the surface validated 
the mill’s significance, and artifacts are present as well. At least 12 concrete slabs are still present on the 
landscape but most of these seem to have been moved from their original site. Artifacts were identified 
across the site, but post-date the years of activity of the mill. The presence of the mill features suggests that 
there is a high possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since 
subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
167 O’Farrell Dayton Lyon (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
This site is located in Virginia City on 6 Mile Canyon Road, which is an extension of Mill Street. To access the 
site, you travel south on Gieger Grade which becomes C street toward Virginia City, turning left onto Mill 
Street. Overall, the site is below, or south of Mt. Davidson. This site consists of the remains of the O'Farrell 
Mill. Not much remains on the surface. A rectangular depression (Feature 167-1) and a smaller depression 
(Feature 167-2) are all that distinguish the site from the rest of the landscape and are evident by shape and 
vegetation change. Few artifacts are noted surrounding the site, and there are few on-site. A square aqua 
bottle, a few gilded White Improved Earthenware fragments, and a more modern stoneware mug handle 
are the only artifacts seen on the site surface. Within Feature 167-1, on the northern side of the depression, 
a few eroding concrete footings are visible in the dirt, possibly the mill foundation. There is also possibly a 
collapsing rock wall on site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered to be eligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock 
Historic District.  

The historic background indicates that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A. Built in 1860, it was 
a large mill, with a main building of 40 by 80 feet with an ore chute. The mill had a 20 horsepower engine, 18 
stamps and a 12 ton capacity. Crushed rock was carried by elevators to a second story, bolted into a 
receiver, and then conveyed to amalgamators on a lower floor, which was an innovation in terms of labor 
saving practices in the mills. The mill was overhauled in 1864, and had 18 stamps powered by steam; by 
1866 it had 22 stamps and 12 Wheeler pans and had a 20-ton capacity. The last known date of operation 
was 1873. The mill contributes to an understanding of Comstock milling and mining through Period 2: 
Comstock Bonanza and Period 3: Comstock Fluctuations. The unique history of the mill and its role as a 
primary location for the exploitation of resources in the Comstock would support its eligibility under 
Criterion A. The context of the site is fair. While the superstructures of the mill have been dismantled, the 
overall elements of location, setting, and feeling are strong. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; 
there are no people at the regional or national level associated with the mill. The physical components of 
this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence 
of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, 
where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. Ruins 
on the surface validated the mill’s presence, including, possibly, the mill’s foundation, and artifacts are 
present as well. The presence of the mill features suggests that there is a high possibility of buried deposits 
that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this 
project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
168 Ogden Washoe City Washoe Storey 

County 
Eligible 

 
Field Summary 
The site consists of the rubble still remaining from the historic Ogden mill. Numerous brick fragments, 
storage tanks, and stove parts litter the site. A pile of bricks with non-contemporary mortar is located at the 
site. A large depression in the hillside is the only landscape-related remnant of the mill. The construction of 
a modern storage unit has removed the site. Bulldozing created secondary deposits, specifically a small 
depression into which primary deposits were bulldozed. No primary deposits remain. 
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Eligibility Information 
This site is considered to be eligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock 
Historic District.  
The historic background indicates that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A. Built in 1860, it was 
a large mill, with a main building of 40 by 80 feet with an ore chute. The mill had a 20 horsepower engine, 18 
stamps and a 12 ton capacity. Crushed rock was carried by elevators to a second story, bolted into a 
receiver, and then conveyed to amalgamators on a lower floor, which was an innovation in terms of labor 
saving practices in the mills. The mill was overhauled in 1864, and had 18 stamps powered by steam; by 
1866 it had 22 stamps and 12 Wheeler pans and had a 20-ton capacity. The last known date of operation 
was 1873. The mill contributes to an understanding of Comstock milling and mining through Period 2: 
Comstock Bonanza and Period 3: Comstock Fluctuations. The unique history of the mill and its role as a 
primary location for the exploitation of resources in the Comstock would support its eligibility under 
Criterion A. The context of the site is fair. While the superstructures of the mill have been dismantled, the 
overall elements of location, setting, and feeling are strong. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; 
there are no people at the regional or national level associated with the mill. The physical components of 
this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence 
of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, 
where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. Ruins 
on the surface validated the mill’s presence, including, possibly, the mill’s foundation, and artifacts are 
present as well. The presence of the mill features suggests that there is a high possibility of buried deposits 
that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this 
project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
169 Kinkead Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Kinkead Mill site is located at 655 Six Mile Canyon Rd in Dayton, Nevada. To access the site, travel North 
on Highway 50 north east, out of Dayton. Turn right onto 6 Mile Canyon Road and follow it West.  
      
The site consists of a few large metal supports, possibly pipes, and a large scatter of ceramics from the 
Kinkead Mill. A large, corrugated barn still stands on property and has been remodeled. A large pile of old 
bricks sits by the horse corral on the east end of site near a lithic scatter. There are four RV or recreational 
trailer hookups, two of which were in use when the site was surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered to be eligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock 
Historic District.  
The historic background indicates that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A. Built in 1899, the 
mill used the Kinkead process, which used a 3,000 lb. mortar and pestle to process ore, which was then wet-
milled. The last known date of operation of the mill was 1913. The mill contributes to an understanding of 
Comstock milling and mining through Period 5: Comstock Decline. The unique history of the mill and its role 
as a primary location for the exploitation of resources in the Comstock would support its eligibility under 
Criterion A. The context of the site is fair. While the superstructures of the mill have been dismantled, the 
overall elements of location, setting, and feeling are strong. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; 
there are no people at the regional or national level associated with the mill. The physical components of 
this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence 
of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, 
where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. The 
presence of the mill features suggests that there is a high possibility of buried deposits that could support its 
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eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials 
are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
170 California Pan Virginia City Storey (LM) BLM Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
This site is located just outside of Virginia City, at the mouth of 6 Mile Canyon. To access the site, travel 
south on C street in northern Virginia and turn left onto Mill street which turns into 6 Mile Canyon Road. The 
site is on the left hand side of the road just after R Street. 
      
Despite the fact that the site is now the location of a storage parking lot for vehicles, tires, and heavy 
machinery, portions of cut-stone walls are still in place: one wall, located to the east, represents a corner of 
a structure, while another wall (with portions of the corner to the west still extant) contains tie-downs at the 
top. Large rock slabs, dislocated from their original position, are scattered south of the site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The California Pan Mill site is recommended eligible for the National Historic Register based on Criterion A, 
Criterion C, and Criterion D. 
This site is recommended eligible under Criterion A by association with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. The mill, operational during the 1870s through 1891 was 
part of the Comstock Fluctuation, Big Bonanza, and Comstock Era Decline eras, making it significant to the 
Comstock District as a whole.  
As historical research did not uncover any significant persons associated with the mill, it is ineligible under 
Criterion B.  
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. Much is known about the technical processes of the mill.  
This site is recommended eligible for National Register status under Criterion D as it is likely to yield 
information important to prehistory or history. While much of the mill has been dismantled, undercutting 
the integrity of the workmanship and design at the site, the integrity of location, setting, and feeling are 
relatively intact.  Despite the fact that the site is now the location of a storage parking lot for vehicles, tires, 
and heavy machinery, portions of cut-stone walls are still in place. One wall, located at the east end of the 
site, represents a corner of a structure, while another wall, with portions of the corner to the west still 
extant, contains tie-downs at the top. Large rock slabs, dislocated from their original position, are scattered 
south of the site. There is a high possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion 
D. Since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
171 California Battery Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
This site is located on 80 North O St in Virginia City, Nevada. To access the site, Travel south on C street and 
then left onto Union Street and then right on O street. 
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the California Battery Mill point and it is covered with 
modern tailings piles. 
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Eligibility Information 
This site is recommended ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock 
Historic District, as its integrity has been severely compromised. 
 
This site is would be eligible under Criterion A by association with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. The mill, operational during the 1870s through 1891 was 
part of both the Comstock Fluctuation, Big Bonanza, and Comstock Era Decline eras, making it significant to 
the Comstock District as a whole. The integrity of the site is poor, and the location, setting, workmanship, 
design, and feeling are no longer intact. This stands in contrast to the mill that worked in tandem with this 
one—the California Pan Mill—and was located just to its south. 
 
As historical research did not uncover any significant persons associated with the mill, it is ineligible under 
Criterion B.  
 
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. Much is known about the technical processes of the mill. The compromised 
integrity, however, renders an evaluation of ineligible.  
 
The active use of the landscape suggests poor preservation of subsurface remains, and it is unlikely that 
eligibility under Criteria D would be supported, although no subsurface testing was conducted as it is outside 
testing is outside the scope of this project. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
172 Consolidated Virginia City Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The Consolited Mill site is located on 50 North Q St. To access the site, travel south on C street and then left 
onto Union street. Travel east on Union down to Q street and turn right. 
Historic research indicated that this site was not a mill, but rather, a historic mine site. Therefore, nothing 
mill-related was found during survey. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The datum provided as an estimated locale by NDEP, but site survey indicated the presence of a mine. Thus, 
the Consolidated Mill is unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
173 Pony Silver City Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Pony Mill site is located in eastern Virginia City, just before 6 Mile Canyon.  
      
While there is some historic scatter in the area of the Pony Mill Site, including 50-100 oyster shells , ceramic 
sherds, glass sherds, ferrous metal fragments, and a historic trash midden at the east end of the site, there is 
no evidence of milling activity on site. What may have remained of the mill complex has likely been removed 
or repurposed over the decades. 
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Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. Although the mill is known to have possessed 4 stamps and is mentioned in the documentary 
record, when compared to other mills of comparable time period, this mill was neither particularly 
substantial nor important in the history of mining and milling in the Comstock or Nevada. We recommend 
that it is ineligible under Criterion A. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no 
significant people associated with it. We also find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under 
Criterion C, as it is not known what form the buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the 
dearth of associated documentary evidence. Finally, although there are artifacts present at the site, there is 
no evidence of any presence of milling activity. There may be buried deposits that could support its eligibility 
under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are 
unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
174 Kendall Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
175 Consolidated Virginia Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Consolidated Virginia Mill site is located in eastern Virginia City, just before 6 Mile Canyon.  
      
Few mill remains, structural or artifacts, are present at the site. All that remains on the site is a large section 
of rock wall (Feature 175-2), a concrete footing (Feature 175-1), and miscellaneous machinery dumped 
downslope from the concrete pad. The site and its surrounding area have been heavily developed. There are 
several flat terraces in the hillside extending to the southeast. They have been developed for use as a 
parking lot and stables. It is unknown if they are associated with the historic mill or are the result of modern 
construction, but their use continues today, and heavily impacts site integrity. 
 
Eligibility Information 
Despite the fact that site integrity is poor, the Consolidated Virginia Mill site is recommended eligible for the 
National Historic Register. Under Criterion A, the site is associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. The large amount of historical information found 
regarding the mill, including ore processing techniques, machinery types, and specs concerning the building 
itself, testifies to its importance in the region during the Comstock Fluctuations and Big Bonanza Periods. 
While unknown for certain due to a lack of historical information, the mill may have survived into the 
Comstock Era Decline period as well. 
We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people associated with it. 
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. 
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Finally, the site is recommended as eligible for National Register status under Criterion D as it is likely to 
yield information important to prehistory or history. Numerous features, including a rock wall, a concrete 
foundation, and trash piles of machinery littered around the site, suggest that, while the mill may have 
burned in 1939, some surface remains are still intact. Additionally, little impact from natural or modern 
anthropogenic disturbances were noted at the site, meaning that subsurface remains, while untested as no 
excavation was performed in conjunction with the survey, may still exist and might retain context. No 
materials were collected in the survey of this site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
176 Central Quartz Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Central Mill site is located in eastern Virginia City, just before 6 Mile Canyon.  
     
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Central Quartz mill point. The previous location of the 
mill is now under a road and a hotel. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Central Mill site is located in eastern Virginia City, just before 6 Mile Canyon and is considered ineligible 
for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic District, as its integrity has been 
severely compromised. There is nothing left on this point, as few artifacts or structural remains were found 
at the Central Quartz Mill point. The previous location of the mill is now under a road and a hotel. 
The historic background is insufficient to indicate if the mill is potentially eligible under Criterion A; it was 
constructed in 1860 and was a small mill for the early Comstock. Additionally, research did not uncover any 
indication that the mill was associated with significant persons, and we recommend it is ineligible under 
Criterion B. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion C as it does not embody the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, method of construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that 
possesses high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. All integrity at the mill site has been lost as the area has been altered 
significantly by urban development. This means that all surface and subsurface archaeological remains have 
been highly compromised, displaced out of context, or destroyed. The active use of the landscape suggests 
poor preservation of subsurface remains, and it is unlikely that eligibility under Criteria D would be 
supported, although no subsurface testing was conducted as it is outside testing is outside the scope of this 
project. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
177 Summit Dayton Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
178 Gould & Carvill Dayton Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
179 Cedar Hill Virginia City Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
180 Winnebago Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
This Winnebago Mill site is located in eastern Virginia City, just before 6 Mile Canyon south of the Virginia 
City Cemetery parking lot,  
      
The site consists of a brick-and-artifact scatter as well as a few depressions. Modern trash is accumulating 
on the northwest side of the site, as it is thrown down that hillside from the RV park above. 
 
Eligibility Information 
We recommend the Winnebago Mill site as eligible for the National Historic Register. Under Criterion A, the 
site is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 
The only reference to this mill comes from an 1877 Territorial Enterprise article which contains important 
information regarding the mill’s outbuildings, machinery, and capacity. This time coincides with the Big 
Bonanza period of the Comstock’s History. Overall, the information on this mill can contribute important 
information regarding milling and mining in the area during this period. 
The site is recommended ineligible under Criterion B as no persons of local, regional, or national significance 
were found to be associated with the mill. 
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. 

Finally, the site is recommended as eligible under Criterion D as it is likely to yield information important to 
prehistory or history. Numerous surface features, including two brick scatters, three depressions, and 
tailings piles, attest to the historic presence of the mill. There is a possibility of buried deposits that could 
further support its eligibility under Criterion D. While much of the mill has been dismantled, undercutting 
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the integrity of the workmanship and design at the site, the integrity of location, setting, and feeling are 
relatively intact.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
181 Mariposa Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Mariposa Mill site is located in eastern Virginia City, just before 6 Mile Canyon.  
      
The site consists of five still-extant features.  
      
Feature 181-1 is a brick pile or scatter to the west of Feature 181-2.  
      
Feature 181-2 is a flat area filled with grasses and is surrounded by a berm of earth, suggesting that it is the 
remains of a pond. This pond was possibly a sluice or settling pond. This feature is to the east of the site's 
mid-point.  
      
Feature 181-3 is a slight depression filled with trash. The most prominent artifacts in the pile are ferrous 
metal fragments ranging in size from very large cans and drums to small scraps. In addition to ferrous metal 
debris the depression contains glass, ceramics and leather pieces. 
      
Feature 181-4 is a domestic trash scatter consisting of numerous sherds from ceramic tablewares and 
possible medical or domestic glass bottles. There are also leather artifacts and buttons associated with this 
pile. The pile is eroding out of the hillside and mill tailings piles that surround the northern portion of the 
site. These artifacts are also found scattered around the site. 
      
Feature 181-5 is a series of six ferrous, threaded rods make up the remaining frame or foundation. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Mariposa Mill site is recommended as eligible for the National Historic Register. While much of the mill 
has been dismantled, compromising the integrity of the workmanship and design at the site, the integrity of 
location, setting, and feeling are relatively intact. 
Under Criterion A, the site is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history. The historical information found regarding this mill provides data on the mill’s 
machinery, ore processing techniques, ownership and financial history, and the mines from which it 
received ore. The mill was constructed in 1861 and dismantled in 1880, making it an important contributing 
factor to the Comstock Historic District during the Comstock Bonanza, Comstock Fluctuations, and Big 
Bonanza periods of the area’s history and can provide vital information about the changes and patterns in 
mining and milling technology and methods that occurred over time.  
This site is also recommended as eligible under Criterion B as historical research indicated this site’s 
association with the life or lives of a person or persons significant in our past. William Sharon, famous and 
wealthy from his employment at the Bank of California and his forays into Comstock mining, owned the 
Mariposa mine in 1867, which may have contributed in part to his financial success. 
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. 
Finally, the site is recommended as eligible under Criterion D as it is likely to yield information important to 
prehistory or history. Surface features associated with the mill that are still extant at the site include: three 
artifact scatters, one of bricks, one of industrial ferrous drums and smaller ferrous fragments, and one of 
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domestic artifacts; a series of tie-downs that most likely represent the location of the mill foundation; and a 
flattened area surrounded by a berm that was probably the historic location of a sluice or settling pond. 
Little disturbance, either natural or anthropogenic, was noted at the site and the integrity was deemed fair. 
While no excavation was performed and, therefore, the subsurface was not tested, the lack of intensive 
disturbance coupled with the relatively fair condition of the surface materials suggests that subsurface 
archaeological remains may still exist and retain context. No materials were collected in the survey of this 
site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
182 Sierra Dayton Lyon (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Sierra Mill site is recommended as eligible for the National Historic Register. While much of the mill has 
been dismantled or destroyed, compromising the integrity of the workmanship and design at the site, the 
integrity of location, setting, and feeling are relatively intact. 
Under Criterion A, the site is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history. The historical information found regarding this mill provides data on the mill’s 
machinery, ore processing techniques, ownership and financial history, and the mines from which it 
received ore. The mill was constructed in the 1860s and dismantled in 1940, making it an important 
contributing factor to the Comstock Historic District during the Comstock Bonanza, Comstock Fluctuations, 
Big Bonanza, and End of Comstock Era periods of the area’s history and can provide vital information about 
the changes and patterns in mining and milling technology and methods that occurred over time.  
This site is also recommended as eligible under Criterion B as historical research indicated this site’s 
association with the life or lives of a person or persons significant in our past. 
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. 
Finally, the site is recommended as eligible under Criterion D as it is likely to yield information important to 
prehistory or history. Surface features associated with the mill that are still extant at the site include mill 
foundations. Disturbance, natural and anthropogenic, was noted at the site and the integrity was deemed 
poor. While no excavation was performed and, therefore, the subsurface was not tested, the lack of 
intensive disturbance coupled with the relatively fair condition of the surface materials suggests that 
subsurface archaeological remains may still exist and retain context. No materials were collected in the 
survey of this site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
183 Evans Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Evans Mill site is located in north eastern Virginia City, just before 7 Mile Canyon.  
     
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Evans Mill. 
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Eligibility Information 
The historic background indicates the Evans Mill is potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed by 1868 and the historic information found contains data on the mill’s ore processing 
techniques, the mine’s from which they received their ore, and machinery. The last mention of the mill in 
the documentary record is in the late 1870s. Although its history suggests its eligibility, it no longer retains 
integrity of location setting, feeling, or workmanship.  
We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people at the regional or national level 
associated with the mill.  
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. The integrity of location and setting related to Criteria C is also poor, 
however, and compromise its eligibility under both criteria.  
There is a possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D. Since subsurface 
testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
184 Mexican Cyanide 

Plant 
Carson City Carson City (LM) BLM Eligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Mexican Cyanide Mill site is located in north eastern Virginia City, in 7 Mile Canyon.  
      
The foundations of the Mexican Cyanide mill are still present. They are concrete, wet-laid stone and 
concreted stone. Tie-downs are still extant in the concrete slabs. Also, a very large tailings pile, at least twice 
as tall as the walls, is located to the southwest of the mill. An OHV road cuts through the site.  
      
Very little artifact scatter is present. There is some flat metal, wood, pipes, wire nails.  
   
The site appears to be in the same condition with the same artifact types and remaining structure as when it 
was last recorded in 1985. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered to be eligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock 
Historic District.  
The site is associated with the major theme of mining, and has the potential to contribute to a greater 
understanding of Period 5: Comstock Era Decline, as it was built in 1911 and operated through at least 1930, 
when it is known to have been dismantled. The unique history of the mill and its role as a primary location 
for the exploitation of resources, particularly through its singular use of a “sliming continuous process” as 
well as numerous technical processes that merited discussion in a publication in the Engineering and Mining 
Journal in 1912 would support its eligibility under Criterion A. Although most of the mill has been 
dismantled, the site retains good integrity of location, setting, and feeling. 
We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people associated with it.   
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction.  
Ruins on the surface validated the mill’s significance although no artifacts were identified. The foundations 
of the Mexican Cyanide mill are still present. They are concrete, wet-laid stone and concreted stone. Tie-
downs are still extant in the concrete slabs. Also, a very large tailings pile, at least twice as tall as the walls, is 
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located to the southwest of the mill. The presence of the mill features suggests that there is a high 
possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing 
is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
185 Mexican Evans Dayton Lyon (LM) BLM Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Mexican Evans Mill site is located in eastern Virginia City, in 7 Mile Canyon.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Mexican Evans Mill point. The only evidence for 
historical milling use of the site is the mill tailings which are leaching into the surrounding soils. Recreational 
use of ATVs and OHVs covers and obscures the site and highly contribute to the site’s lack of integrity. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Mexican Evans Mill Site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District; its integrity is poor and has been compromised by dirt road construction and high 
levels of ATV and OHV recreational use. 
The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed in the early 1860s and the historical information found contains information about the mill’s ore 
processing techniques, building structure, and machinery used. The last mention of the mill in the 
documentary record is in the early 1870s. Although its history suggests its eligibility, it no longer retains 
integrity of location setting, feeling, or workmanship. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there 
are no people at the regional or national level associated with the mill. The physical components of this mill 
could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of mining 
technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it 
is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. The integrity of 
location and setting related to Criteria C is also poor, however, and compromise its eligibility under both 
criteria. There is a possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D. Since 
subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
186 Sacramento Silver City Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Sacramento Mill site is located in eastern Virginia City on North C street.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Sacramento Mill point. The site lies on an Eastern 
facing slope and the depression creates a relatively flat area at the slope's base. Bricks and pipes have been 
moved and pushed down site, both through erosional and anthropogenic forces. Two features were 
recorded.  
      
Feature 186-1 is a concentration of whole and broken bricks in a depression, downhill from C street. The 
depression ranges from two to ten feet deep. 
      
Feature 186-2 is a pile of rocks on the south side of the depression which also includes some bricks. The rock 
pile has two threaded tie downs. One tie-down bears an impressed inscription (see Photo 101B-00096 for 
detail).  
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Recent road construction, as well as use of the area by road maintenance crews, have impacted the site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
Despite the fact that site integrity is poor, the Sacramento Mill site is recommended as eligible to the 
National Historic Register. The site is recommended eligible under Criterion A as it is associated with events 
that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. The mill, constructed in 1870 
and in operation until at least 1881, contributes to the Big Bonanza period of Comstock History and can 
contribute to our understanding of the milling and mining operations during this time period in the 
Comstock area. 
We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people at the regional or national level 
associated with the mill.  
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. 
This site has been determined eligible for National Register status under Criterion D as it is likely to yield 
information important to prehistory or history. The mill has been dismantled, undercutting the integrity of 
the workmanship and design at the site, the integrity of location, setting, and feeling are relatively intact. 
While both natural processes, mostly erosion, and anthropogenic interference such as recent road 
construction, have resulted in the poor condition of all materials above the surface of the site, the presence 
of these remains, including brick-filled depression, ferrous pipes, and a dilapidated rock wall with tie-downs, 
are still extant. The presence of the mill features suggests that there is a possibility of buried deposits that 
could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this 
project, these materials are unevaluated.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
187 Lands 7 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (LM) BLM Ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Lands Mill site is located just before northeast Virginia City off of North C Street.  
 
The only evidence for historic activity at the site is the presence of bricks, cut stone, and cyanide-worked 
tailings. The occasional piece of green, colorless, and amethyst and glass, White Improved Earthenware, 
stoneware, and porcelain are also scattered around the site's surface. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Lands Mill Site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District; its integrity is poor. 
The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed by 1862 and dismantled in 1878. Historical information found on the mill includes data 
concerning the ore processing techniques employed and machinery used. Although its history suggests its 
eligibility, it no longer retains integrity of location setting, feeling, or workmanship. We recommend it is 
ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people at the regional or national level associated with the mill. 
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. The integrity of location and setting related to Criteria C is also poor, 
however, and compromise its eligibility under both criteria. There is a possibility of buried deposits that 
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could support its eligibility under Criterion D. Since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, 
these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
188 Basett Dayton Lyon (LM) BLM Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Bassett Mill site is located just before northeast Virginia City off of North C Street.  
      
The only evidence for historic activity at the site is the presence of bricks, cut stone, and cyanide-worked 
tailings. The occasional piece of green, colorless, and amethyst and glass, White Improved Earthenware, 
stoneware, and porcelain are also scattered around the site's surface.   
 
Eligibility Information 
Historic background indicates that the Bassett mill is potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed by 1860 and historical information regarding the mill details the machinery used, ownership 
history, the mines from which they received ore and outbuildings. The last mention of the mill in the 
documentary record is in 1873. Although its history suggests its eligibility, it no longer retains integrity of 
location setting, feeling, or workmanship. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no 
people at the regional or national level associated with the mill. The physical components of this mill could 
also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of mining 
technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it 
is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. The integrity of 
location and setting related to Criteria C is also poor, however, and compromise its eligibility under this 
criteria. There is a possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D. Since 
subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
189 Atlantic Dayton Lyon (LM) BLM Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Atlantic Mill site is located in 7 Mile Canyon.  
    
There is brick scattered throughout the area near the mill site. Piles of cyanide worked tailings or soils are 
also present, but no other surface remains of the mill are present. This mill is very close to the location of 
the Winfield Mill (#190), and they may be the same mill. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Atlantic Mill Site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District; its integrity is poor.  
The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed by 1863 and was water-powered. Additional historical information concerns machinery used 
and ownership history. The last mention of the mill in the documentary record is in 1871. Although its 
history suggests its eligibility, it no longer retains integrity of location, setting, feeling, or workmanship. We 
recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people at the regional or national level associated 
with the mill. The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, 
as there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly 
as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction. The integrity of location and setting related to Criteria C is also 
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poor, however, and compromise its eligibility under this criteria. There is a possibility of buried deposits that 
could support its eligibility under Criterion D. Since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, 
these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
190 Winfield 7 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (LM) BLM Ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Winfield Mill site is located in 7 Mile Canyon.  
      
There is brick scattered throughout the area near the mill site. Piles of cyanide worked tailings or soils are 
also present, but no other surface remains of the mill are present. This mill is very close to the location of 
the Winfield Mill (#190), and they may be the same mill. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Winfield Mill Site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District; its integrity is very poor. The historic background would indicate that it would be 
potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was operational from 1862 to at least 1889. Much is known 
about its ore processing techniques, machinery used, and ore-supplying mines. Although its history suggests 
its eligibility, it no longer retains integrity of location setting, feeling, or workmanship.  
We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B. While prominent businessman, both with regards to his 
connection to the Bank of California and foray into Comstock mining, William Sharon was associated with 
the mill, his role was minimal and short-lived.  
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. The integrity of location and setting related to Criteria C is also poor, 
however, and compromise its eligibility under this criteria. There is a possibility of buried deposits that could 
support its eligibility under Criterion D, as there is no indication that the subsurface deposits have been 
compromised. Since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
191 Booth & Co. 7 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 

 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
192 Gould & Curry Virginia City Storey (LM) BLM Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Gould & Curry Mill site is located at the mouth of 7 Mile Canyon in 6 Mile Canyon.  
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A series of three flattened terraces extending up the hill slope are all that remain of the Gould & Curry Mill. 
The uppermost terrace is covered in tailings that have leached into the soil. A dry-laid rock wall holds up a 
corner of the upper-most terrace. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Gould and Curry Mill site is recommended as eligible for the National Historic Register and for inclusion 
in the Comstock Historic District.  
This site is eligible under Criterion A by association with events that have made a significant contribution to 
the broad patterns of our history. The historical information provides detailed information concerning the 
structure of the mill building itself and the costs that went into construction. Additional information gleaned 
from the historical data concerns the ore processing techniques employed at the mill, the function of 
outbuildings, the machinery used, and the number of employees. The mill, while short-lived, provides useful 
information regarding the structure of milling and mining activity in the Comstock District, especially during 
the Comstock Fluctuations Period, as the mill operated from the early 1860s to 1871. 
We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people at the regional or national level 
associated with the mill. 
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. Additionally, the unique structure of the mill, the extravagant appearance of 
the building, and the ornate landscaping mean that the mill embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, or method of construction and possesses high artistic values.  
Finally, the site is recommended as eligible under Criterion D as it is likely to yield information important to 
prehistory or history. While the mill was dismantled and only the outbuildings remained by 1873, only two 
years after the mill shut down, the hillside on which the mill sat still displays high levels of anthropogenic 
interference, namely in the form of three terraces cut into the hillside. Additional features still extant on the 
surface include a rock wall and washed-out tailings piles. The depth of the cultural fill is suspected but not 
tested as no excavations were conducted during survey. The lack of intensive disturbances at the site, 
however, suggests that subsurface materials may still remain intact and retain context. No subsurface 
testing occurred, as it is outside the scope of this project. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
193 Omega Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Omega Mill site is located at the mouth of 7 Mile Canyon in 6 Mile Canyon.  
      
Several features, rock walls, and foundations remain at the site. The site lies between two hillsides and is 
flanked by two-track dirt roads. Located at the southern-most end of the site boundary is a circular 
depression about a meter in diameter. A concrete foundation pad sits the northern-most end. The pad is 
eroding into the dirt and is obscured by brush and appears to be a little over a meter long. Four additional 
features were identified.  
      
Feature 193-1 is a brick scatter in multiple depressions, and three of these depressions are roughly circular. 
The scatter runs both northward with the depressions and east-west toward the creek and unnamed two-
track road. There are a few tin cans, glass and ceramic sherds and miscellaneous ferrous metal in the brick 
scatter as well.  
      
Feature 193-2 is a rock wall along the unnamed ephemeral stream exiting 6 Mile Canyon. The wall 
terminates at the northeastern end of the brick scatter. It lines the ditch or ephemeral stream and is 
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beginning to erode into the stream bed. The rocks range from approximately .25 meters in diameter to 
approximately 1.5 meters in diameter.  
Feature 193-3 is a deep depression approximately seven to nine meters in diameter with a foundation, likely 
for a stamp mill, in the center. The depression erodes in and covers stones and bricks on the northwestern 
side.  
      
Feature 193-4 is a line feature which extends into a portion of an ephemeral stream that runs alongside the 
site. 
      
Overall, there are few artifacts on site. The stream bed was free of surface artifacts and Feature 193-3 was 
too overgrown with vegetation to determine if surface artifacts are present. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Omega Mill site is recommended eligible for the National Historic Register. The site is recommended 
eligible under Criterion A as the site is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to 
the broad patterns of our history. The historical information collected provides a wealth of information 
regarding the mill, including the layout of the building, the ore processing techniques employed, the 
machinery used, the mines from which the mill received ore, and the ownership and financial history of the 
mill. All of this information can contribute to our understanding of the mining and milling history of the 
Comstock District. Specifically, the mill is eligible under the Comstock History period of Big Bonanza as the 
mill operated during a five-year period from 1876-1881. 
We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people at the regional or national level 
associated with the mill.  
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. 
Finally, this site is recommended as eligible for National Register status under Criterion D as it is likely to 
yield information important to prehistory or history. While erosional processes and anthropogenic activities, 
including ATV and OHV use near the site, have marginally impacted and contributed to the fair integrity of 
the site, surface materials are extant. The features associated with the mill still on-site include a rock wall, a 
brick scatter, a depression, and a concrete foundation pad. Additionally, while no excavation was 
performed, and the depth of the cultural fill was not tested, the lack of intensive disturbances at the site 
suggests that subsurface archaeological materials may remain intact and retain context. No materials were 
collected in the survey of this site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
194 Railroad Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Railroad Mill site is located in 6 Mile Canyon below 7 Mile Canyon and west of Sugarloaf between the 
Omega (#192) and Parkes (#195) mill sites. 
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Railroad Mill point. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The integrity of the Railroad Mill site is poor; therefore, the site is recommended as ineligible for the 
inclusion in the Comstock Historic District. The site is not recommended ineligible under Criterion A as it is 
not associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 
The site is not recommended eligible under Criterion B. No information regarding persons important to the 
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past was discovered to be associated with the Railroad Mill. The site is not recommended eligible under 
Criterion C as it does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction, or 
that represent the work of a master, or that possesses high artistic vales, or that represent a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. Finally, the site is not 
recommended as eligible for National Register status under Criterion D as it is not likely to yield information 
important to prehistory or history. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
195 Parkes Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Parkes Mill site is located in 6 Mile Canyon below 7 Mile Canyon and west of Sugarloaf. It is just off of 6 
Mile Canyon Road.  
     
The site is predominated by four features at the base of the slope on which the site is located. The site 
extends to the ephemeral stream which borders Six Mile Canyon Road on the south end of the site.  
      
Feature 195-1 is a depression with a berm on the south side, facing the road, and a constructed rock wall on 
the north side.  
      
Feature 195-2 is a two-to-three-meter deep depression. Nothing grows in the depression and likely 
represents the location where old tailings piles sat. The piles have recently been removed, and, as a result, 
the area is flat with a few small depressions or dips in the surface. There are holes in the ground surface, 
possibly auger holes for soil sampling. As tailings testing and reprocessing of tailings is not uncommon in the 
area, it is possible that someone has recently been conducting tests at this site.  
      
Feature 195-3 is a platform on the landscape that is constructed through the erection of rock walls to hold 
up the soil.  
Feature 195-4 is another, deeper but smaller, depression toward the road. A rock-lined, two-track road leads 
to the feature. In addition to the physical attributes of the depressions, the on-site vegetation distinguishes 
the features from one another and the landscape. 
 
Eligibility Information 
Despite the fact that the integrity of the site is fair, the Parkes Mill site is recommended as eligible for the 
National Historic Register and inclusion in the Comstock Historic District.  
The site is recommended eligible under Criterion A as it is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. The historical information provides insight into 
the mill’s ownership and financial history, machinery used, ore processing techniques, and the mines from 
which it received ore. All of this information can contribute to our understanding of milling and mining 
operations in the area, especially during the Parkes Mill’s periods of significance, which are Comstock 
Fluctuations and Big Bonanza Periods.  
The site is not recommended eligible under Criterion B. No information regarding persons important to the 
past was discovered to be associated with the Parkes Mill. 
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. 
Finally, the site is recommended as eligible for National Register status under Criterion D as it is likely to 
yield information important to prehistory or history. While both natural (mostly erosion) and anthropogenic 
(including road construction and auger testing) have contributed to the poor integrity of the site, there are 
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still extant surface features that attest to the presence of a historical mill. These features include a ditch, 
rock walls, an anthropogenically-constructed foundation platform, depressions, and washed-out tailings 
piles. Additionally, while no excavation was performed during survey, and, therefore, the depth of the 
cultural fill was not tested, the lack of intensive disturbances at the site indicates that subsurface materials 
may still remain and retain context. No materials were collected in the survey of this site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
196 Empire State 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private Eligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Empires State Mill site is located in 6 Mile Canyon below 7 Mile Canyon and west of Sugarloaf. It is just 
off of 6 Mile Canyon Road.  
      
The site consists of the rubble remains of the mill. No structures still exist, though dry-laid rock walls are 
present. Feature 196-1 and 196-2 are both rock walls. Feature 196-3 is a concrete pad with metal poles. And 
Feature 196-4 is an artifact-free leveled terrace above the ephemeral stream. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Empire State Mill site is recommended as eligible for the National Historic Register and for inclusion in 
the Comstock Historic District. 
The site meets eligibility requirements of Criterion A, it is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. Its detailed history includes information 
regarding the ore processing methods employed at the mill, the types of machinery used by the mill, the 
mines from which it received its ore, the value of the mill, and information regarding the building itself, all of 
which contribute to understandings of mining and milling in the Comstock area. The mill operated during 
four periods of Comstock history: Comstock Bonanza, Comstock Fluctuations, Big Bonanza, and Comstock 
Era Decline, meaning it operated throughout nearly all of the Comstock’s boom and bust periods and can 
provide information on the changes that occurred in mining and milling throughout time. 
This site is also recommended as eligible under Criterion B as historical research indicated this site’s 
association with the life or lives of a person or persons significant in our past. William Sharon, a prominent 
and wealthy man who was the financial engineer for the Bank of California and controlled several mills on 
the Comstock, served as the agent for the Empire State Mill’s owner. His involvement in the mill supports its 
eligibility under Criterion B. 
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. 
Finally, the site is recommended as eligible for National Register status under Criterion D as it is likely to 
yield information important to prehistory or history. While the mill structure is no longer extant on the 
surface, numerous features attest to the presence of a historic mill at the site, including rock walls, a ditch, a 
concrete foundation pad, and an anthropogenically-created terrace. Due to the slope on which the mill was 
built, erosional processes have disturbed the surface materials. Additionally, no excavation was performed, 
meaning subsurface testing was not conducted. The lack of intensive natural or man-made disturbances at 
the site, however, suggests that subsurface materials may remain and retain context. No materials were 
collected in the survey of this site. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Final Report – Comstock Archaeological Mill Site Inventory  Page 125 

Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
197 Butters 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private Eligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Butters Mill site is located in 6 Mile Canyon below 7 Mile Canyon and directly south of Sugarloaf. It is 
just off of 6 Mile Canyon Road.  
      
Mill foundations are still standing and they are constructed of concrete and cut stone. Numerous features 
were discovered during survey.  
      
Feature 197-1 is a depression that most likely represents the historic location of the assay office. Artifact 
scatter around Feature 197-1 includes bricks, hundreds of assay cupules, sulfur, ferrous cans, White 
Improved Earthenware, and barrel rims. All of these items have washed downhill from the depression to the 
road below.  
      
Feature 197-2, a flattened area with brick and concrete corner post and tie-downs, metal pipes, may 
possibly be related to the historic tramway system. There are bricks, metal sheeting, and concrete blocks 
associated with Feature 197-2.  
      
Feature 197-3 is the stamp mill foundation remains. There are nine concrete blocks with two metal rods 
each at four ends ends and four flat concrete slabs with a metal rod in each corner.  
      
Feature 197-4 is a cyanide leaching pond. It is a flat area with tan soil inside with nothing growing inside it. 
There are bermed walls made of native soil creating the pond. There is a stone and mortar race running 
east-west into the pond that extends from the remains of the cyanide mill.   
      
Feature 197-5 is the remains of the cyanide mill which has stone and concrete foundations in six terraces. 
Feature 197-3, the stamp mill, is located to the south of the cyanide mill. Most of the terraces and walls are 
stone and mortar and run the length of the hill slope. There are metal rods and pipes present in the 
numerous walls and on top of the terraces. Artifacts associated with the cyanide and stamp mill remains 
include metal sheeting, glass fragments, modern debris, barrel rims, metal pipes, and various ceramic 
sherds.  
      
Feature 197-6 is building foundations at the south end of the mill complex. They are comprised of concrete 
covered brick walls with stone exteriors. There are concrete floors present. These foundations run into a 
terraced stone wall at the west end of Feature 197-3. Artifacts associated with this feature include window, 
aqua, amber, green, and colorless glass, tie-downs, wire nails, and ferrous cans. There is a brick arch feature 
in the foundations facing the modern road in the south-east corner of the feature and is possibly for 
drainage.  
      
Feature 197-7 is a flume located on the top-most terrace of the cyanide mill that faces south-south-east and 
is six to eight feet wide. The flume is rock-lined on the uphill side, and there are 1/2 inch threaded rod ties, 
wood remnants and a metal, possibly tin, liner. Fine grained, crushed material is present both in and out of 
flume. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered to be eligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock 
Historic District.  
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The site is associated with the major theme of mining, and has the potential to contribute to a greater 
understanding of Period 5: Comstock Era Decline, as it was built in 1901 and operated through at least 1927. 
The unique history of the mill and its role as a primary location for the exploitation of resources, particularly 
through its use and development of the Butters filter at the site would support its eligibility under Criterion 
A. This process greatly improved cyanide treatments and became widely utilized. The mill was the site of 
study by students in the area, with faculty using the site as a place of study, and it was also the subject of at 
least one student thesis in 1907. Although most of the mill has been dismantled, the site retains good 
integrity of location, setting, and feeling. 
We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people associated with it.   
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. It role in the development of the Butters filter supports its eligibility. 
Ruins on the surface validated the mill’s significance. A depression that was likely the assay office was 
identified, associated with a large artifact scatter, a tramway system component, stamp mill foundations, 
portions of a cyanide leaching pond, and the six-terraced cyanide mill, building foundations, stone walls, and 
a flume are present on the site’s surface. The presence of the mill features suggests that there is a high 
possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing 
is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
198 Express 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 

 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
199 Janins 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 

 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
200 Bossles 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 

 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
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Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
201 Rogers Virginia City Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
This is an update for IMACS form 26ST424 surveyed 4-9-2010. The site looks to be in the same condition as 
recorded. No new features were added, new feature numbers were assigned using the previous numbering 
system for consistency. Feature 20 is a depression with associated brick fill and large amounts of square 
nails. There also appears to be a depression or drain heading in from the depression; see 26ST424 for more 
details. Feature 21 is an update to Concentration 3. Concentration 3 is actually in the middle of stamp 
platforms. No stone work remains just the earthen terraces. This feature consists of three tiers facing the 
stream channel. Each tier is approximately 30ft in length, and end within 6ft of Feature 20. These tiers fit the 
design of a stamp mill platform. Please see Mill # 202 The Jolly Giant, for more information on 26ST424; Mill 
#201 and 202 are both part of this site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site has been chosen as unevaluated for National Register, accepting the previous eligibility 
recommendations of 26ST424. MACTEC Engineering and Consulting, Inc. (HN) determined in 2010 that site 
26ST424 is “Unevaluated (Z) under Subsection H of Appendix F in the Nevada State Protocol Agreement 
between the BLM and the Nevada SHPO for implementing the NHPA this site has not been evaluated for the 
NRHP” (Memmot 2010). 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
202 Jolly Giant 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 

 
Field Summary 
This is an update for IMACS form 26ST424 surveyed 4-9-2010. The site looks to be in the same condition as 
recorded. New features were added. New feature numbers were assigned using the previous numbering 
system for consistency. Feature 20 is a depression with associated brick fill and large amounts of square 
nails. There also appears to be a depression or drain heading in from the depression; see 26ST424 for more 
details. Feature 21 is an update to Concentration 3. Concentration 3 is actually in the middle of stamp 
platforms. No stone work remains just the earthen terraces. This feature consists of three tiers facing the 
stream channel. Each tier is approximately 30ft in length, and end within 6ft of Feature 20. These tiers fit the 
design of a stamp mill platform. Please see Mill # 201 Rogers, for more information on 26ST424; Mill #201 
and 202 are both part of this site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site has been chosen as unevaluated for National Register, accepting the previous eligibility 
recommendations of 26ST424. MACTEC Engineering and Consulting, Inc. (HN) determined in 2010 that site 
26ST424 is “Unevaluated (Z) under Subsection H of Appendix F in the Nevada State Protocol Agreement 
between the BLM and the Nevada SHPO for implementing the NHPA this site has not been evaluated for the 
NRHP” (Memmot 2010). 
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
203 Lady Bryan 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (LM) BLM Ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Lady Bryan Mill site is located off of 6 Mile Canyon Road, east of Sugarloaf.  
      
There is nothing left, as few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Lady Bryan Mill on the surface. 
There are numerous indications of a Comstock-Era mine present in the survey area. There are piles of waste 
rock, a headstock for a mine shaft, and an open pit which has been filled in, most likely unintentionally, with 
water. These probably represent historic mining and milling in the area but are not directly mill related. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District, as its integrity has been severely compromised. The historic background would indicate that it 
would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; however, the site possesses very poor integrity on account 
of the dismantling of the mill and modern or contemporary construction. Historical research did not uncover 
any people of significance associated with the mill, meaning it is also ineligible under Criterion B. It does not 
comply with Criterion C as it does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of 
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possesses high artistic values, or that represent 
a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. Finally this site 
has been determined ineligible for National Register status as it does not comply with Criterion D as it is not 
likely to yield information important to prehistory or history. Site integrity was poor, nothing was found on 
the surface to indicate a mill was present at the site, and intensive open-pit mining that clearly post-dated 
the mill impacted the mill site area. Also, historical research revealed that the Lady Bryan Mill was 
dismantled and moved in 1883. The mill structure, then, is unlikely to be found at the site. While no 
excavation was performed and, therefore, the depth of the cultural fill is suspected but not tested, the 
removal of the mill structure and the later mining at the site suggests little subsurface materials related to 
the Lady Bryan Mill remain. No materials were collected in the survey of this site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
204 Bassett 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Bassett Mill site is located off of 6 Mile Canyon Road, east of Sugarloaf.   
 
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Bassett Mill point.  
 
Eligibility Information 
The Bassett Mill Site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District; its integrity has been compromised. 
 The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed by 1862 and was steam powered. The last mention of the mill in the documentary record is in 
1866. Although its history suggests its eligibility, it no longer retains integrity of location setting, feeling, or 
workmanship. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people at the regional or 
national level associated with the mill. The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be 
eligible under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period 
present at the site, particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and 
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distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. The integrity of location and 
setting related to Criteria C is also poor, however, and compromise its eligibility under both criteria. There is 
a possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D. Since subsurface testing is 
outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
205 Delands 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Delands Mill site is located off of 6 Mile Canyon Road, east of Sugarloaf.  
      
Historically, the site of the Delands Mill consisted of a three terraced mill site, but it is now impossible 
distinguish the boundaries of the individual mills on the small plot of land. Very few artifacts remain and 
those that do are small and fragmentary, but a large, ferrous pipe near a depression is present. No 
foundations were discovered. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Delands Mill Site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District, as its integrity is poor across all categories of integrity. 
The historic background would indicate that it could be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill has a 
documented history and a drawing of it from the period is known; it could contribute to Period 3: Comstock 
Fluctuations. Although its history suggests its eligibility, it no longer retains integrity of location, setting, 
feeling, or workmanship. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people at the 
regional or national level associated with the mill. The physical components of this mill could also be 
considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of 
the period present at the site, particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction, but, since the fragmentary 
artifacts found on the surface could not be definitively tied to milling, and any anthropogenic landscape 
markers have eroded away and are no longer visible. The integrity of location and setting related to Criteria 
C is also poor, however, and compromises its eligibility. There is a possibility of buried deposits that could 
support its eligibility under Criterion D. Since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these 
materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
206 Hulley 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Hulley Mill site is located off of 6 Mile Canyon Road, east of Sugarloaf.   
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Hulley Mill point. Modern road construction and 
erosion have destroyed the surface remains of the site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District.  
The only information for the Hulley Mill comes from an 1863 deed and two historic photos. Although the 
mill is known from an 1863 deed and two historic photos, when compared to other mills of comparable time 
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period, this mill was neither particularly substantial nor important in the history of mining and milling in the 
Comstock or Nevada. We recommend that it is ineligible under Criterion A. Similarly, there is no evidence 
that the mill was associated with significant persons, making it ineligible under Criterion B. The physical 
components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be 
considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it contributes to 
the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack 
individual distinction, but the integrity falls short of upholding this recommendation. 
The active use of the landscape suggests poor preservation of subsurface remains, and it is unlikely that 
eligibility under Criteria D would be supported, although no subsurface testing was conducted as it is outside 
testing is outside the scope of this project. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
207 Olive Branch Washoe City Washoe (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Olive Branch Mill site is located off of 6 Mile Canyon Road, east of Sugarloaf.   
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Olive Branch Mill point. The site was developed over 
for the current, nearby mining process. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District, as its integrity has been severely compromised. Historical research recovered a paucity of 
information from only three years. It is, therefore, impossible to conclude if the Olive Branch Mill made any 
significant contributions, making the site ineligible under Criterion A. Additionally, research did not uncover 
any indication that the mill was associated with significant persons, and we recommend it is ineligible under 
Criterion B. We also recommend it is ineligible under Criterion C as it does not embody the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, method of construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that 
possesses high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. All integrity at the mill site has been lost as the area has been developed as 
an open-pit mine. This means that all surface and subsurface archaeological remains have been highly 
compromised, displaced out of context, or destroyed. The active use of the landscape suggests poor 
preservation of subsurface remains, and it is unlikely that eligibility under Criteria D would be supported, 
although no subsurface testing was conducted as it is outside testing is outside the scope of this project. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
208 Flowery 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Flowery Mill site is located off of 6 Mile Canyon Road, east of Sugarloaf.   
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Flowery Mill point. The site was developed over for the 
current, nearby mining process. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District, as its integrity has been severely compromised.  
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The historic background would indicate that it could be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill is 
known to have been in operation in 1862 through 1879, possessed eight stamps to process 12 tons of ore 
per day, and used the Veatch process. Although its history suggests its eligibility, it no longer retains 
integrity of location, setting, feeling, or workmanship. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there 
are no people at the regional or national level associated with the mill. The physical components of this mill 
could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there would be evidence of mining technology 
of the period present at the site, particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a 
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction, but, the artifacts 
found on the surface could not be definitively tied to milling, and any anthropogenic landscape markers 
have eroded away and are no longer visible. The integrity of location and setting related to Criteria C is poor, 
and compromises its eligibility. The area has been developed for use by a modern mining operation and a 
mine access road was constructed on site. The active use of the landscape suggests poor preservation of 
subsurface remains, and it is unlikely that eligibility under Criteria D would be supported, although no 
subsurface testing was conducted as it is outside the scope of this project. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
209 Courser Bossel 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private Eligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Courser Bossel Mill site is located off of 6 Mile Canyon Road, east of Sugarloaf.  
      
The site consists of six features on a slope heading down towards 6Mile Canyon.  
     
Feature 209-1 is a mill pad, a small concrete footing heading downhill.  
     
Feature 209-2 is a small depression.  
      
Feature 209-3 is a large two-step pit.  
      
Feature 209-4 consists of concrete remains with a metal pipe and spark-arresting mesh screen, marking the 
probable location of the historic boiler for the mill. 
      
Feature 209-5 is a large pit.  
     
Feature 209-6 is a rock wall in the stream bed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Courser-Bossel mill site has been determined eligible for the National Historic Register based on 
Criterion A, Criterion C, and Criterion D. This site is recommended eligible under Criterion A by association 
with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history and this site 
contributes to the Comstock Historical District. The mill, operational during the 1870s and 1880s, lasted 
through two of the Comstock’s historical periods. The Courser-Bossel was part of both the Big Bonanza and 
Comstock Era Decline eras, making it significant to the Comstock District as a whole.  
As historical research did not uncover any significant persons associated with the mill, it is ineligible under 
Criterion B.  
The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as there 
would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as it 
contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction. 
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This site is recommended eligible for National Register status under Criterion D as it is likely to yield 
information important to prehistory or history. While much of the mill has been dismantled, undercutting 
the integrity of the workmanship and design at the site, the integrity of location, setting, and feeling are 
relatively intact. Natural processes such as erosion have impacted the site and no standing structures 
remain, numerous features, including rock walls, pits, a depression, and concrete foundations, as well as 
artifacts, such as the remains of a boiler, indicate the historic presence of milling at the site. There is a high 
possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D. Since subsurface testing is 
outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
210 Bartola 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 

 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
211 Proctor Silver City Storey (ST) State Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Proctor Mill site is located off of 6 Mile Canyon Road, east of Sugarloaf.   
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Proctor mill point. A modern cut into the hillside to 
create a roadside turn-out has disturbed the historic site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District, as its integrity has been severely compromised by modern road construction.  
The only information for the Proctor Mill comes from its title history and an 1867 survey. Wen compared to 
other mills of comparable time period, this mill was neither particularly substantial nor important in the 
history of mining and milling in the Comstock or Nevada. We recommend that it is ineligible under Criterion 
A. Similarly, there is no evidence that the mill was associated with significant persons, making it ineligible 
under Criterion B. The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under 
Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, 
particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components may lack individual distinction, but the integrity falls short of upholding this 
recommendation. 
The active use of the landscape suggests poor preservation of subsurface remains, and it is unlikely that 
eligibility under Criteria D would be supported, although no subsurface testing was conducted as it is outside 
testing is outside the scope of this project. 
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
212 Bessels Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Bessels Mill site is located off of 6 Mile Canyon Road, east of Sugarloaf.  
      
All features and artifacts previously recorded in archaeological surveys were relocated and reviewed. No 
alteration has occurred to the site except the natural degradation process and a heavy occurrence of 
recreational firearm target practice in and around the site. For further information regarding these features, 
see Mill #s 213,214,215, and 216. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Bessels mill site has been evaluated as eligible for inclusion of 26ST425 and the National Historic 
Register based on integrity and the MACTEC(ST09-027R) report findings as well as the Gnomen (BLM Report 
CRR 03-240) reports written in the last ten years. No changes were recorded on the site during survey and 
the evaluation presented by the reports above is accepted by Broadbent & Associates, Inc. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
213 Jennings 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private Eligible 

 
Field Summary 
The Jennings Mill site is located off of 6 Mile Canyon Road, east of Sugarloaf.  
      
All features and artifacts previously recorded in archaeological surveys were relocated and reviewed. No 
alteration has occurred to the site except the natural degradation process and a heavy occurrence of 
recreational firearm target practice in and around the site. For further information regarding these features, 
see Mill #s 212,214,215, and 216. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Jennings mill site has been evaluated as eligible for inclusion of 26ST425 and the National Historic 
Register based on integrity and the MACTEC (ST09-027R) report findings as well as the Gnomen (BLM Report 
CRR 03-240) reports written in the last ten years. No changes were recorded on the site during survey and 
the evaluation presented by the reports above is accepted by Broadbent & Associates, Inc. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
214 Unknown Silver City Lyon (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
This site, Mill Name Unknown, is located off of 6 Mile Canyon Road, east of Sugarloaf.  
      
All features from the 2009 survey of site number 26ST425 were relocated and the larger ones re-
photographed (see attached log and photos). Feature numbers in the photo log correspond to the IMACS 
form, rather than following previous numbering systems used for other mills. The map was outlined to 
assign features to the different mills associated with our inventory of historic mill sites, which also includes 
Mill Name Unknown (#215), and the Barrett Mill (#216). Beyond recording and identifying a portion of area 
as the historic site of the Barrett Mill, no further updates were recorded. The site is in the same condition as 
when the 2009 survey recorded it. 
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Eligibility Information 
The Unknown mill site has been evaluated as eligible for inclusion of 26ST425 and the National Historic 
Register based on integrity and the MACTEC (ST09-027R) report findings as well as the Gnomen (BLM Report 
CRR 03-240) reports written in the last ten years. No changes were recorded on the site during survey and 
the evaluation presented by the reports above is accepted by Broadbent & Associates, Inc. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
215 Unknown Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
This site, Mill Name Unknown, is located off of 6 Mile Canyon Road, east of Sugarloaf.  
      
All features from the 2009 survey of site number 26ST425 were relocated and the larger ones 
rephotographed (see attached log and photos). Feature numbers in the photo log correspond to the IMACS 
form, rather than following previous numbering systems used for other mills. The map was outlined to 
assign features to the different mills associated with our inventory of historic mill sites, which also includes 
Mill Name Unknown (#214), and the Barrett Mill (#216). Beyond recording and identifying a portion of area 
as the historic site of the Barrett Mill, no further updates were recorded. The site is in the same condition as 
when the 2009 survey recorded it. 
Eligibility Information 
The Unknown mill site has been evaluated as eligible for inclusion of 26ST425 and the National Historic 
Register based on integrity and the MACTEC (ST09-027R) report findings as well as the Gnomen (BLM Report 
CRR 03-240) reports written in the last ten years. No changes were recorded on the site during survey and 
the evaluation presented by the reports above is accepted by Broadbent & Associates, Inc. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
216 Barrett Virginia City Storey (PR) Private Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
This site, Barrett, is located off of 6 Mile Canyon Road, east of Sugarloaf.  
      
All features from the 2009 survey of site number 26ST425 were relocated and the larger ones 
rephotographed (see attached log and photos). Feature numbers in the photo log correspond to the IMACS 
form, rather than following previous numbering systems used for other mills. The map was outlined to 
assign features to the different mills associated with our inventory of historic mill sites, which also includes 
Mill Name Unknown (#214), and Mill Name Unknown (#215). Beyond recording and identifying a portion of 
area as the historic site of the Barrett Mill, no further updates were recorded. The site is in the same 
condition as when the 2009 survey recorded it. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Barrett mill site has been evaluated as eligible for inclusion of 26ST425 and the National Historic 
Register based on integrity and the MACTEC (ST09-027R) report findings as well as the Gnomen (BLM Report 
CRR 03-240) reports written in the last ten years. No changes were recorded on the site during survey and 
the evaluation presented by the reports above is accepted by Broadbent & Associates, Inc. 
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
217 Pfeifer 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 

 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
218 McGinnis Silver City Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
219 New Occidental Silver City Lyon (LM) BLM Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The New Occidental Mill site is located off of State Route 341 turning right onto the Occidental grade to 
travel north of Silver City. This site is located in a dry wash on the west-facing slope below State Route 341.  
      
The site includes a large shaft with partial headframe and a mostly intact standing mill. The site has been 
occupied intermittently since the 1880s with the most recent occupation being residential. The recent 
occupants have obscured much of the site with collections of old toilets, machinery, and scrap metal and 
lumbar. The recent occupants have also stored the same variety of junk inside the mill structure. 
      
Feature 219-1 is a post-and-beam constructed quartz mill. The top level of the mill has an approximately 
10ft tall by 6 ft wide opening for an ore chute feeding into the inside of the mill near the top of the east wall. 
The mill is clad in board and baton siding and corrugated metal. The slanted shed roof is covered in 
corrugated sheet metal. The south wing of the mill is partially collapsed and missing its roof, while the 
central or north portion of the mill are intact. The mill has four stories including the ore chute. Most 
machinery has been removed from the mill. Some belts and flywheels remain along with concrete footings. 
The western and eastern sides are clad in corrugated sheet metal and board and baton siding. On the east is 
a wood door with a white porcelain door knob below and to the right of the ore chute opening. There is one 
window on this side. The southern and northern elevations are covered in corrugated sheet metal. The 
western elevation is only about 8ft tall and has a sliding bay door. Numerous porcelain insulators are still 
attached to the building indicating the mill had electric power.  
      
Feature 219-2 is a trash pile which contains metal tank binding and structural debris. It is about 10 meters in 
diameter and is comprised of various unidentified industrial metal debris which has been mangled, implying 
it has been pushed or dumped in this location.  
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Feature 219-3 is a partially extant historic road on the western side of the site. Likely this road was used to 
travel between mills and to Silver City.  
      
Feature 219-4, located about 30 meters east of the mill, is a large, square shaft or hole with remnants of a 
steel head frame.  
      
Feature 219-5 is a platform with a scatter of concrete, burned milled wood, window glass, and porcelain 
insulators. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The New Occidental Mill site has been determined eligible for the National Historic Register based on 
Criterion A, Criterion C, and Criterion D. The historic background would indicate that the mill is potentially 
eligible under Criterion A; the mill was constructed near the Occidental mining claim and records make little 
distinction between this mill and the “Old Occidental Mill” (#236). Documentary evidence suggests that the 
new mill was constructed in the 1880s, but this is not certain. Nonetheless, like the Old Occidental Mill, we 
recommend it is eligible under Criterion A, particularly in relation to the Comstock Bonanza, Comstock 
Fluctuations, Big Bonanza, and Comstock Era Decline Periods (Periods 2-5). The overall integrity is somewhat 
compromised, but many of the mill structures are intact and overall the site retains its integrity of location, 
feeling, setting, and design. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant 
people associated with it. The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under 
Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, 
particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components may lack individual distinction. The integrity related to Criteria A and C are good, while 
the superstructure of the mill has deteriorated, the overall integrity of the site is quite good.   
This site is recommended eligible for National Register status under Criterion D as it is likely to yield 
information important to prehistory or history. While much of the mill has been dismantled, undercutting 
the integrity of the workmanship and design at the site, the integrity of location, setting, and feeling are 
relatively intact. There is a high possibility of buried deposits that support its eligibility under Criterion D. No 
excavation was performed; therefore, the depth of the cultural fill is suspected, but was not tested. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
220 Dalls Washoe City Washoe (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
221 Lytle Washoe City Washoe (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Lytle Mill site is located southwest of Washoe Lake in the Humboldt-Toiyabe forest. The site itself is on a 
residential lot in a gated community. This gated community is accessed by traveling south on Old US 395 and 
turning right onto Franktown Road and then right again onto Will Sauer Road.  
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Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Lytle mill point. The site was developed in order to 
build 40 Will Sauer Road, a residential home in a gated community. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; 
however, the site possesses very poor integrity on account of contemporary construction. It is currently 
located on a vacant lot in a suburban housing development that has been leveled and filled. Historical 
research did not indicate this site’s association with the life or lives of a person or persons significant in our 
past, and thus we recommend it ineligible under Criterion B. Under Criterion C, it does not embody the 
distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction, or that represent the work of a master, 
or that possesses high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction. Given the scope of the development surrounding the site, the 
high levels of disturbance at the site and the presence of a modern house, there is little likelihood that there 
are subsurface materials associated with this site that could support its eligibility under Criterion D. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
222 Ophir Silver City Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
223 Loomis Washoe City Washoe (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
224 New York 6 Mile 

Canyon 
Storey (PR) Private Eligible 

 
Field Summary 
The New York Mill site is located south west of Washoe Lake in the Humboldt-Toiyabe forest. The site itself 
is located within a gated community. This gated community is accessed by traveling south on Old US 395 
and turning right onto Franktown Road and then right again onto Will Sauer Road.  
      
This site contains ruins of a mill, including earthen work and foundation features in a hillside on the north 
side of the mill. There are rough stone foundations in poor condition and deflated hill cuts. Period artifacts, 
including a hole-and-cap can, are located on the flat below the main mill site. Associated artifacts include 
modern glass with aluminum screw top lid, non-diagnostic tin cans, a cut nail or spike, bricks and brick 
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fragments, wire-handled tin container fragment, a hole-in-cap cans, including one soldered can, barbed wire 
and a low density of ferrous fragments throughout 
 
Eligibility Information 
The New York Mill site has been determined eligible for the National Historic Register based on Criterion A, 
Criterion C, and Criterion D. The historic background would indicate that the mill is potentially eligible under 
Criterion A; it is known that the mill was constructed between 1864 and 1865, and was a substantial mill 
possessing 24 stamps. There were many associated buildings with the mill, and by 1870 the mill worked 
tailings. The history and its role as an early location for the exploitation of resources on the Comstock would 
support its eligibility under Criterion A, particularly in relation to both the Comstock Bonanza and Comstock 
Fluctuations Periods. Ruins on the surface validated the mill’s presence, and artifacts are also scattered 
across the site. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people associated 
with it. The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as 
there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as 
it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction. The integrity related to Criteria A and C are only fair, as there 
are few remaining components of the mill present today, which compromise its eligibility under both 
criteria. 
This site is recommended eligible for National Register status under Criterion D as it is likely to yield 
information important to prehistory or history. While much of the mill has been dismantled, undercutting 
the integrity of the workmanship and design at the site, the integrity of location, setting, and feeling are 
relatively intact. Earthen work and foundation features are present and there are rough stone foundations 
in poor condition and deflated hill cuts and period artifacts are present on the site. There is a high possibility 
of buried deposits that support its eligibility under Criterion D. No excavation was performed; therefore, the 
depth of the cultural fill is suspected, but was not tested. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
225 Manhattan Washoe City Washoe (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Manhattan Mill site is located west of Washoe Lake. It is accessed by traveling south on US 395 and 
turning right onto Corey Canyon Way. One turns left from there to travel south down Cory Canyon Way. 
      
A best faith effort was performed to determine the original location of the historically documented 
Manhattan Mill through the use of historic photos and historic location information. Unfortunately, it was 
impossible to verify with complete confidence its location. A point was extrapolated from the various forms 
of data. Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Manhattan Mill at the extrapolated point. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. Its integrity has been severely compromised. 
The historic background would indicate that it could be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill is 
known to have been in operation from 1863 through 1868 and had 24 stamps and ran on steam and water 
power. Although its history suggests its eligibility, it no longer retains integrity of location, setting, feeling, or 
workmanship. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people at the regional or 
national level associated with the mill. The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be 
eligible under Criterion C, as there would be evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, 
particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components may lack individual distinction, but, there is no visible remains of the site to suggest its 
existence. The active use of the landscape suggests poor preservation of subsurface remains, and it is 
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unlikely that eligibility under Criteria D would be supported, although no subsurface testing was conducted 
as it is outside the scope of this project. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
226 Buckeye Washoe City Washoe (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
227 Atchison Washoe City Washoe (ST) State Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Atchison Mill site location is accessed by traveling south on Eastlake Boulevard and turning right onto 
Lakeshore Drive. Then turn right again onto County Road 233 and follow it until County Road and turn right.  
 
The site is located within a water fowl nesting habitat on the historic shores of Little Washoe Lake. The lake 
has receded since the historic period. Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Atchison Mill 
point. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. Its integrity has been severely compromised. 
The historic background would indicate that it could be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill is 
known to have been in operation from 1863 through 1873 and had 20 stamps and ran on steam and water 
power. Although its history suggests its eligibility, it no longer retains integrity of location, setting, feeling, or 
workmanship. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; there are no people at the regional or 
national level associated with the mill. The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be 
eligible under Criterion C, as there would be evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, 
particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components may lack individual distinction, but, there is no visible remains of the site to suggest its 
existence. The site was located on what is today a water fowl nesting habitat on the historic shores of Little 
Washoe Lake. The lake has receded since the historic period active use of the landscape suggests poor 
preservation of subsurface remains, and it is unlikely that eligibility under Criteria D would be supported. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
228 Norths Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The North’s Mill site is located on the western side of Washoe Lake on the right side US 395 if you are 
traveling south west into Old Washoe City.  
 
The North’s Mill site, most likely coincident with Minnesota Mill (Mill #229), has historic remains present, 
none of which can be definitively tied to the nineteenth-century mills. Artifacts, including bricks, milk and 
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window glass, White Improved Earthenware, and tin cans are abundant on the historic mill location, but, 
again, none are directly relatable to the mill. 
    
Feature 228-1 is a stone bridge foundation spanning a seep that runs through the site. Due to numerous 
factors, including the hewn-granite blocks that comprise the foundation, neighboring cement foundations, 
and photographs of the mills that lack any indication of a bridge or the connected road, it was determined 
that the bridge post-dates the destruction of the North’s and  Minnesota Mill . Most likely, the bridge, road, 
and adjoining berms were constructed over the mill site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. 
The historic background would indicate that it could be potentially eligible under Criterion A; as it is known 
to have been extant in 1863, built by Judge W. North. Historical research indicates that the mill was built by 
Judge J.W. North, a prominent Comstock figure, and could be eligible, then, under Criteria B through this 
association. The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as 
there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as 
it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction. The integrity of location and setting related to Criteria A, B, and 
C are poor—all mill evidence has been removed from the site—and compromise its eligibility under these 
criteria. A stone bridge foundation spans a seep that runs through the site and it seems likely, based on 
documentary and pictorial evidence that the bridge post-dates the destruction of the mill. It is likely that this 
construction destroyed any subsurface remains, and thus we recommend it to be ineligible under Criteria D. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
229 Minnesota Silver City Lyon (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Minnesota Mill site is located on the western side of Washoe Lake on the right side US 395 if you are 
traveling south west into Old Washoe City.  
     
The Minnesota Mill site, most likely coincident with Norths Mill (Mill #228), has historic remains present, 
none of which can be definitively tied to the nineteenth-century mills. Artifacts, including bricks, milk and 
window glass, White Improved Earthenware, and tin cans are abundant on the historic mill location, but, 
again, none are directly relatable to the mill. 
      
Feature 229-1 is a stone bridge foundation spanning a seep that runs through the site. Due to numerous 
factors, including the hewn-granite blocks that comprise the foundation, neighboring cement foundations, 
and photographs of the mills that lack any indication of a bridge or the connected road, it was determined 
that the bridge post-dates the destruction of the North’s and  Minnesota Mill . Most likely, the bridge, road, 
and adjoining berms were constructed over the mill site. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. 
The historic background would indicate that it could be potentially eligible under Criterion A; as it is known 
to have been extant in 1863, built by Judge W. North. Historical research indicates that the mill was built by 
Judge J.W. North, a prominent Comstock figure, and could be eligible, then, under Criteria B through this 
association. The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be eligible under Criterion C, as 
there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period present at the site, particularly as 
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it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction. The integrity of location and setting related to Criteria A, B, and 
C are poor—all mill evidence has been removed from the site—and compromise its eligibility under these 
criteria. A stone bridge foundation spans a seep that runs through the site and it seems likely, based on 
documentary and pictorial evidence that the bridge post-dates the destruction of the mill. It is likely that this 
construction destroyed any subsurface remains, and thus we recommend it to be ineligible under Criteria D. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
230 Savage Dayton Lyon (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site.  
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
231 Washoe Lake Mill 

Rubble 
Washoe City Washoe (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 

 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
232 Temelic Gold Hill Storey (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Temelic Mill site is located on the left-hand side of US 395 if one is traveling southwest towards Old 
Washoe City through Pleasant Valley.  
      
Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Temelic Mill point. The mill location is located in a 
grazed field. Visibility was restricted by grasses and was poor. Feature 232-1, a 2.1 meter long, one-course 
high rock alignment, is the only possibly historic-related remnant, though it is unknown and undetermined if 
this is related to the mill. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Temelic Mill is recommended ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the 
Comstock Historic District, on account of a lack of integrity. 
The historic background would indicate that it would be potentially eligible under Criterion A; the mill was 
constructed in 1863 and was a substantial mill at the time, with 15 stamps. The history and its role as a 
primary location for the exploitation of resources in the Comstock would support its eligibility under 
Criterion A. In addition, the mill could also be eligible under Criterion B for its association with Judge 
Wallace, a prominent Comstock figure. The physical components of this early mill also support the site’s 
eligibility under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of the very earliest Comstock milling 
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technology associated with the earliest phases of the site. Although nothing stands on the site today, the 
location of the site on a floodplain and the fact that the mill was burned in 1872 or 1873 suggests a high 
possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but since subsurface testing 
is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
233 Napa Silver City Storey (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
234 Alfords Washoe City Washoe (PR) Private (Z) Unevaluated 
 
Field Summary 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, the mill was not surveyed. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The landowners did not grant permission for access to the property. Therefore, we were unable to survey 
the area in order to assess the significance of the site. 
 
Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
235 Temescal Washoe City Washoe (PR) Private Ineligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Temescal Mill site is located on the left-hand side of US 395 if one is traveling southwest towards Old 
Washoe City through Pleasant Valley.  
     
The site is located on a flat sandy area along Steamboat Creek in Pleasant Valley below a northwest facing 
slope. Some modern debris and only one large damaged piece of riveted steel pipe in a back dirt pile were 
located at the site. Few artifacts or structural remains were found at the Temescal Mill point. 
 
Eligibility Information 
This site is considered ineligible for the National Historic Register, and for inclusion in the Comstock Historic 
District. 
The historic background provides little to no information about the history of the mill, and while it was part 
of the early phases of mining on the Comstock, there is no substantial evidence to support its eligibility 
under Criterion A, particularly since there are very few remains of milling activities at the site. We also 
recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no significant people associated with it. We also 
find that there is no evidence that the site is eligible under Criterion C, as it is not known what form the 
buildings and associated structures might have taken, given the dearth of associated documentary evidence.  
Pedestrian survey the presence of a rock alignment on the site, but its association with the mill could not be 
confirmed. There is a possibility of buried deposits that could support its eligibility under Criterion D, but 
since subsurface testing is outside the scope of this project, these materials are unevaluated. 
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Mill # Mill Name Location County Land Owner NR Recommendation 
236 Old Occidental Carson City Carson City (LM) BLM Eligible 
 
Field Summary 
The Occidental Mill site is located off of State Route 341, turning right onto the Occidental grade to travel 
north of Silver City. The site is in a drainage running generally north to south where two hills meet in the 
Virginia Mountain Range north of Silver City.  
      
The Old Occidental Mill is on the west-facing slope of the drainage. The mill site consists of five terraces built 
into the hill slope which are defined by well-constructed dry-laid local stone. At the bottom of the slope, a 
wasterock platform extends for about 40 meters to the west. Other wasterock is piled downslope to the 
south and there are tailings piles there. The building dimensions are likely as described, 45x80ft. Concrete 
footings are on located the middle terrace and may have supported the mill’s stamp battery. There are large 
piles of red bricks on the southern edge of the mill. 
 
Eligibility Information 
The Old Occidental Mill site has been determined eligible for the National Historic Register based on 
Criterion A, Criterion C, and Criterion D. The historic background indicates that the mill is potentially eligible 
under Criterion A; it is known that the mill was constructed in 1870, and was a substantial mill with a large 
main building, an amalgamation room in terms of built structures. The mill contained 30 stamps, 15 pans, 
eight amalgamators, four concentrators, 20 crushers, and a 60 horsepower engine. It appears to have 
continued to operate at varying levels of intensity through 1894. The history and its role as a location for the 
exploitation of resources on the Comstock would support its eligibility under Criterion A, particularly in 
relation to the Comstock Bonanza, Comstock Fluctuations, Big Bonanza, and Comstock Era Decline Periods 
(Periods 2-5). Ruins on the surface validated the mill’s presence, and conform to the dimensions and layout 
described in the documentary record. We recommend it is ineligible under Criterion B; as there are no 
significant people associated with it. The physical components of this mill could also be considered to be 
eligible under Criterion C, as there would be considerable evidence of mining technology of the period 
present at the site, particularly as it contributes to the district as a whole, where it is a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. The integrity related to Criteria A 
and C are good, while the superstructure of the mill has deteriorated, the overall integrity of the site is quite 
good.   
This site is recommended eligible for National Register status under Criterion D as it is likely to yield 
information important to prehistory or history. While much of the mill has been dismantled, undercutting 
the integrity of the workmanship and design at the site, the integrity of location, setting, and feeling are 
relatively intact. There is a high possibility of buried deposits that support its eligibility under Criterion D. No 
excavation was performed; therefore, the depth of the cultural fill is suspected, but was not tested. 
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7.0 MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
NDEP contracted Broadbent to document the presence, integrity, and significance of a suspected 236 
historic mill sites within the Carson River Mercury Superfund Site . In total we surveyed 399.7 acres. We 
surveyed 172 of the 236 datapoints. No mill remains were identified on 103 of the 172 surveyed datapoints. 
Of the 236 datapoints, 66 were recommended eligible for the National Register of Historic places, 100 were 
recommended ineligible, and 70 remain unevaluated pending additional testing. Fieldwork was undertaken 
on 26 field days over the course of 12 months following appropriate preparation of our documentary and 
photographic evidence and the approval of NDEP of our data protocol. 
 
These evaluations were made on the basis of remains that are extant on the surface. No subsurface testing 
was undertaken in this project. Consequently, it is not possible to assess the degree to which subsurface 
remains are present on these sites. We recommend that if or when the NDEP prepares to undertake any 
subsurface testing or other ground disturbing activities at any of the 236 mill locations, cultural resources 
identified at the mill location should be further evaluated for eligibility to the NRHP. While our project 
provides information about the precise location of mill remains, we cannot provide a recommendation 
about the adverse effects that any additional work might have on these sites since we do not have 
information about the full scope of the NDEP’s proposed undertaking. We recommend that any additional 
work be developed in close consultation with the Nevada SHPO office and with the Carson City BLM District. 
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Mr. Jeff Collins January 31, 2013 
Nevada Division of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Corrective Actions 
901 S. Stewart Street, Suite 4001 
Carson City, NV 89701 

Re: Final Report - Comstock Archaeological Mill Site Inventory 

Dear Mr. Collins: 

Broadbent & Associates, Inc. (Broadbent) is pleased to submit this Final Report for Comstock Archaeological Mill 
Site Inventory.   

Broadbent appreciates the opportunity to provide technical services to you.  Should you have questions 
regarding this submittal, please do not hesitate to call (775) 322-7969.  

Sincerely, 
BROADBENT & ASSOCIATES, INC. 

Eric M. Seitz 
Project Manager 
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